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Motto: “Opiniile sunt libere, dar nu si obligatorii”—I.L.Caragiale

EDITORIAL
@

Din partea editorului

-

Constantin IACOBITA

Scoala Nationala de Studii Politice si Administrative a gazduit, in data
de 1 aprilie 2019, o masa rotunda organizata de Centrul de Studii Isra-
eliene , Theodor Herzl” al Facultatii de Stiinte Politice din cadrul SNSPA
si dedicata temei ,Israelul contemporan, intre istorie si geopolitica”.

L':*f/‘

Invitatul principal la acest eveniment a fost ambasadorul statului Israel in Romania,
ES David Saranga.

La discutii, moderate de conf. univ. dr. Liliana Popescu, prorector (relatii internatio-
nale) al SNSPA, au mai contribuit, in calitate de vorbitori: conf. univ dr. Cristian Par-
vulescu, decanul Facultatii de Stiinte Politice din cadrul SNSPA; prof. univ. Liviu Rot-
man, directorul Centrului ,Theodor Herzl”; dr. Dan Korn, profesor de onoare al
SNSPA si fost membru al Knesset-ului. Audienta a inclus specialisti in domeniul rela-
tiilor internationale, studenti, etc.

Ambasadorul David Saranga, care a vorbit intr-o romana de invidiat atat in cadrul
expunerii (libere) cat si al dialogului cu participantii la masa rotunda si cu audienta,
si-a inceput prezentarea expunand contextul regional si principalele amenintari, din
perspectiva israeliana.

Relevant pentru intreaga dezbatere, ambasadorul Saranga a tinut sa sublinieze ca
orice discutie privind Israelul ar trebui sa fie mai mult decat despre ,problema pa-
lestiniana”.

Ori, asa cum chiar dansul a admis mai tarziu, iar prof. univ. Liviu Rotman a avertizat
la inceputul interventiiei sale, ,problema palestiniana” s-a afirmat si consolidat ca
tema principala de discutie. Mai mult, aceasta a constituit un catalizator pentru
schimburi de idei si pozitii intre cei patru vorbitori si membrii audientei, precum si
intre acestia din urma.

Din perspectiva observatorului si sub rezerva subiectivismului personal inerent,
discutiile au evidentiat, printre altele:

« deschidere si onestitate remarcabile din partea ambasadorului statului Israel,
care, In mod evident, a vorbit si din perspectiva personalad, inclusiv, si mai ales, in
abordarea sa privind ,problema palestiniana”;

« constientizarea unanima a nevoii si stringentei unei solutii comun agreate. Ple-
cand, printre altele, de la reafirmarea faptului ca istoria nu poate fi schimbata, vorbi-
torii si audienta au abordat diverse posibile optiuni/solutii - doua state, un singur
stat, o confederatie, mentinerea status quo, etc. A reiesit un cvasi-consens pentru so-
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lutia doua state, chiar daca a fost admisa complexitatea si dificultatea sarcinii detali-
erii (continutului) acesteia. Pe de alta parte, au fost evocate curente de opinie, in ta-
bara israeliand, In favoarea unei ,non-solutii”. La fel, s-a facut trimitere la un nivel
semnificativ de preferinta/presiune (tot in tabara israeliana) pentru amanarea unei
solutionari;

« 0 propunere a administratiei Trump privind solutionarea ,problemei palestinie-
ne” a fost considerata fara sanse reale de reusitd, chiar daca nu i se cunoaste, inc3,
continutul. Motivele invocate au facut trimitere la fiecare din cele trei parti - propu-
natorii solutiei (administratiaTrump), partea palestiniana si partea israeliana. Fata
de partea americana a reiesit un nivel redus de incredere, atat in ceea ce priveste ca-
pacitatea de a formula si promova o solutie viabila, cat si din perspectiva conducerii
curente. Tabara palestiniana a fost caracterizata ca fiind, din principiu, opusa orica-
rei initiative apartinand administratiei americane, divizata si fara o perspectiva pozi-
tivd in privinta succesiunii la conducerea Autoritatii Palestiniene (in locul lui
Mahmoud Abbas).

Cat despre partea israeliana, pe langa aspectele expuse mai sus au mai fost enume-
rati, ca factori relevanti - rezultatul probabil defavorabil (din perspectiva unei solutii
doua state) al alegerilor pentru cel de al 21-lea Knesset (planificate pentru 9 aprilie
2019) si lipsa de activism a componentei de origine araba a societatii israeliene
(participare redusa la vot, cu efecte directe asupra sanselor de impunere a unui gu-
vern mai larg, eventual - si optim - de uniune nationala).

Alegerile pentru cel de al 21-lea Knesset au reconfirmat pozitia dominanta a forma-
tiunii condusa de premierul Benjamin Netanyahu, ceea ce 1i asigura acestuia din ur-
ma parghiile necesare formarii viitorului guvern. La fel, au reconfirmat nivelul scazut
de participare a minoritatii arabe (circa 50%, cu 13 puncte sub nivelul de participa-
re la alegerile anterioare), ceea ce a dus la scaderea numarului de locuri in legislativ.

Prin urmare, si asa cum Ambasadorul David Saranga prognoza, subliniind ca este
un punct de vedere personal, sansele si perspectiva unei schimbari - in privinta sta-
tus quo-ului - se anuta reduse, respectiv, indepartata.

Dezbaterea nu s-a Incheiat, neaparat, cu concluzii, insa a oferit participantilor, si in
special studentilor prezenti, cel putin doua idei/deziderate majore, expuse direct si
explicit de catre conf. univ dr. Cristian Parvulescu, respectiv Ambasadorul David Sa-
ranga:

o identificarea si dezvoltarea unui partener de dialog, acolo unde se considera ca
nu exista unul, Insa se doreste suficient depasirea impasului si rezolvarea probleme-
lor;

« activismul /participarea civica si politica, individuala si colectiva, ca modalitate si
instrument de promovare si obtinere a libertatilor si drepturilor vizate.
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SECURITATEA EURO-ATLANTICA

NOI SURNT

EM NATO

Dorel-Gheorghe CAPRAR,

Presedintele Comisiei pentru apdrare, ordi-
ne publica si sigurantd nationala, Camera De-
putatilor

In dinamica de securitate actualdi Romania se
prezinta ca un partener de incredere atat la nivel
regional, cat si aliat, fiind un pilon geopolitic si
geostrategic devotat eforturilor de asigurare a
stabilitatii, securitatii si prosperitatii. Odata cu ade-
rarea la Alianta Nord-Atlantica, Romania si-a luat
un angajament pe care il respecta cu fermitate, iar
astazi tara noastra are un rol esential in securitatea
regionala si transatlantica prin aportul la misiunile
din Afganistan, Kosovo si Irak, prin contributia la
stabilitatea si regiunii Marii Negre, precum si prin
alocarea a 2% din PIB pentru apdrare - o parte im-
portanta fiind dedicata proiectelor de inzestrare
majore, 0 manifestare a vointei de a sustine concret
spatiul aliat.

Romania dezvolta permanent relatia transatlanti-
cd, aceasta fiind o conditie esentiala pentru securi-
tatea si stabilitatea spatiului euro-atlantic, iar Parla-
mentul, inclusiv prin Comisia pentru aparare, ordi-
ne publica si sigurantad nationala din Camera Depu-
tatilor contribuie la promovarea relatiei bilaterale
romano-americane. Una dintre 4
dimensiunile acestei relatii a fost |
materializata in luna aprilie a
acestui an prin organizarea, ala-
turi de Centrul European pentru B
Studii de Securitate ,George C.§
Marshall” si extensia localda a
acestuia, Asociatia Alumnilor
,George C. Marshall” - Romania,
a conferintei ,Eastern European
Security Threats. The Romanian
Strategic Outpost”.

Trebuie mentionat faptul ca
Centrul European pentru Studii
de Securitate ,George C. Mar-
shall” este un proiect de succes

romania2019.eu

al parteneriatului americano-german, dezvoltat si
sustinut de catre Departamentul Apararii al Statelor
Unite ale Americii si Ministerul Federal German al
Apararii. Misiunea acestuia este de a crea un mediu
de securitate mai stabil prin promovarea institutii-
lor si relatiilor democratice, in special in domeniul
apdrarii, prin promovarea unei cooperari active in
spectrul securitar, dar si prin consolidarea partene-
riatelor durabile Intre state.

Centrul ,,George C. Marshall” a format si formeaza
specialisti In aparare, securitate si relatii internatio-
nale, componente cheie in buna functionare a struc-
turilor de profil si a asigurarii spatiului aliat. Roma-
nia are aproape 600 de absolventi ai diferitelor
cursuri organizate de Centruy, fiind al doilea stat ca
reprezentare in acest format. Asa cum a subliniat
fostul secretar american al apararii, James Mattis,
cu ocazia Implinirii a 70 de ani de la lansarea Planu-
lui Marshall, unul dintre principalele beneficii ale
Centrului European pentru Studii de Securitate este
reteaua de specialisti formata din absolventi, care
isi impartasesc resursele la nivel global si sprijina
factorii de decizie pentru a asigura furnizarea secu-
ritatii.

Conferinta ,Eastern European Security Threats.
The Romanian Strategic Outpost” a fost organizata
si din perspectiva necesitatii de a revitaliza asocia-
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tia absolventilor din Romania - care are o istorie de
20 de ani, si de a o sustine ca platforma de dezbate-
re. Aceasta poate beneficia de expertiza retelei nati-
onale, formata din cei care au servit tara in diferite-
le institutii din spectrul apararii si al diplomatiei,
dar si de viziunea actualilor reprezentanti, viitori
lideri ai structurilor dedicate securititii. Intr-o lume
in care se exprima diferiti promotori ai insecuritatii,
am creat un spatiu pentru dezbateri strategice, con-
ferinta abordand teme relevante precum politicile
de aparare UE si NATO, provocarile flancului estic,
construirea rezilientei prin securitatea cibernetica
etc.

Dezbaterile au constituit o oportunitate extraordi-
nara pentru ca experti in domeniul securitatii si al
relatiilor internationale sa Impartaseasca diferite
puncte de vedere si sa construiasca relatii si punti
interinstitutionale. Articularea provocdrilor de se-
curitate intr-un spatiu lipsit de constrangeri politi-
ce, creat ca tribuna neutra si platforma a discutiilor
libere - in spiritul promovat de Centrul ,George C.
Marshall” - dovedeste ca ideile pot deveni solutii
atunci cand sunt expuse argumentat si coalizeaza

reprezentanti ai diferitelor institutii.

Evenimentul a reprezentat o ocazie de reafirmare
a relatiei transatlantice si a Parteneriatului Stra-
tegic Romania-SUA, factor cheie in definirea pro-
filului statului romadn ca aliat NATO. Analiza
amenintarilor regionale si intelegerea flancului
estic a evidentiat importanta planificarii si pre-
gatirii viitorului strategic al Romaniei In primul
rand prin prisma parteneriatul romano-
american, cu dezvoltari si responsabilitati comu-
ne.

Romania s-a conturat ca lider regional din per-
spectiva asigurarii securitatii si proiectarii stabi-
litatii dincolo de granitele aliate, insa doar im-
preuna cu statele membre NATO si partenerii sai
putem construi un mediu de securitate stabil si
rezilient si un viitor sigur.
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Ambasador prof. Dumitru
CHICAN

In zilele de 24 - 25 februa-
rie, statiunea turistica egipteana Sharm El-
Sheikh (de la Marea Rosie) a gazduit primul
summit ,istoric” al sefilor de state si guverne ai
tarilor membre ale Uniunii Europene si ale Ligii
Arabe. Desfasurat sub semnul sloganului ,Sa in-
vestim pentru stabilitate”, evenimentul a fost,
mai degraba, un prilej pentru fiecare din tabere-
le europeana si orientala araba sa-si prezinte
propriile ingrijorari si preocupari nu atat fata de
problemele interne - care nu sunt putine- cat
legate de realtionarea intre cele doua arii vecine
de la nordul si din sudul Mediteranei. Eterna
chestiune a conflictului, sau, mai degraba, a
sconflictelor” care macina regiunea Orientului
Mijlociu a fost doar unul din punctele inscrise pe
agenda de lucru a reuniunii.

Faptul ca summitul arabo-european a avut loc
la putind vreme dupa conferinta pentru securita-
te de la Munchen si In contextul unei dinamici
accelerate a contactelor si demersurilor de secu-
ritate europene si euroatlantice a prilejuit o re-
torica in care sintagma ,Orientul Mijlociu” a fost

rostita si scrisa in mod repetat cu o insistenta
deosebita. Mai mult, a determinat pe unii comen-
tatori si analisti sa se intrebe, si chiar sa intrebe
de ce se vorbeste stereotip doar despre , Orientul
Mijlociu” (insotit sau nu de calificativele , mare”
sau ,nou”) si nu se discutd, bundoara, si despre
un ,Occident apropiat”’, sau ,mijlociu”, sau
»indepartat” ca paradigme care, privite prin pris-
ma intereselor geopolitice ale lumii arabe, ex-
prima o foarte evidenta realitate a zilelor noas-
tre.

Abordarea unor asemenea nedumeriri si inte-
rogatii nu este, In definitiv, un simplu exercitiu
de imaginatie, In masura In care ea se justigica
prin imaginea pe care Occidentul o ofera con-
temporaneitatii sale - un Occident in care zidul
coeziunii si consensului este afectat de fisuri vi-
zibile ce fragmenteza ansambul nu numai din
punct de vedere geopolitic ci si prin disfunctiuni-
le si clivajele conceptuale care, raportate la geo-
grafia politica a Orientului Mijlociu, permit sa se
vorbeasca despre existenta celor trei segmente
pe care le-am notat drept titlu al randurilor de
fata. Ne aflam, de fapt, in fata unor schimbari
majore cat priveste configuratia si distributia
echilibrelor intre marile puteri ale lumii, si ale
lumii occidentale, cu deosebire. Si poate ca deta-
liile acestor schimbari se regasesc Intr-un proces
de eroziune si nu intr-o faza de sim-
ple fisuri produse in strucura mono-
liticA a constructiei Vestice care ar
sustine realitatea discursului despre,
{ & cel putin, un,Occident mijlociu” si un
o ,0ccident indepartat”, considerate
.| astfel prin raportare la pozitia pe ca-
£ re Orientul arab o detine in dinamica
globala a lumii de dupa cel de-al doi-
' L lllea Razboi Mondial si, mai cu
seamma, de dupa caderea zidului din
Berlin.

Circumscrisa acestui cadru geopoli-
tic, ideea de ,Occident Extrem” sau
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,,Tndepértat” se referd la propensiunea
izolationista a Statelor Unite ale Ame-
ricii, sau la ceea ce ar putea fi numit
sprotectionismul Trump”, subsumat
conceptului de ,America first”. Ar fi
superficial sa se creada ca este vorba,
in acest caz, de o simptoma pasagera ,,
sau de manifestarea unui puseu teme-
ramental. Directia pe care evolueaza
administratia Donald Trump este, dim-
potriva, reflectare a unei viziuni politi-
ce comprehensive ale carei radacini
filosofice sunt adanc implantate in pro-
funzimea culturii americane.

Pe de altd parte, atunci cand vorbim de un
,0ccident Mijlociu” avem in vedere Europa Occi-
dentala sau, mai degraba, o orientare condusa de
Germania, in tandem cu Franta si, intr-o oareca-
re masura, Italia - noul concept de Mitteleuropa.
Acesta este caracterizat, In primul rand, de pro-
fundele frictiuni si distorsiuni existente Intre
»,axa’ Berlin-Paris, de o parte, si Statele Unite, de
cealalta parte, disensiuni care acopera numeroa-
se si importante probleme ale lumii globale con-
temporane intre care, spre exemplificare, se re-
gasesc schimbarile climatice, constrangerile im-
puse schimburilor comerciale, abordarile referi-
toare la relatiile cu Rusia sau la tratatul nuclear
incheiat cu Iranul. Expresiv, in aceeasi ordine de
idei, este si recentul tratat semnat de cancelarul
Angela Merkel si presedintele Emmanuel Ma-
cron, ca reactie la sfidarile venite din partea ad-
ministratiei Trump la adresa nu numai a Frantei
si Germaniei, ci a intregii Uniuni Europene, pe
fondul presiunilor exercitate de Donald Trump
pentru sporirea cheltuielilor de finantare a NA-
TO.

Revenind la summitul de la Sharm El-Sheikh
care, asa cum spuneam, a fost precedat de reuni-
unile de la Varsovia si Munchen - unde initiator
si dominant a fost ,Occidentul Indepartat” repre-
zentat de SUA -, intalnirea ,istorica” de la Marea
Rosie a fost, se poate spune, una intre Orientul
Mijlociu si ,Occidentul Mijlociu” reprezentat de
Europa.

Este interesant de meditat asupra unei perspec-
tive posibile creatda de retragerea americana de
pe fronturile Orientului Mijlociu si, prioritar, din

cel al razboiului civil sirian. Va dori , Occidentul
Mijlociu” sa ,umple” vidul lasat de plecarea ame-
ricanilor, sau va fi vorba de ceva mai mult decat
o simpla ,ocupare a vidului”, anume de angaja-
rea celor doua ,Occidenturi” in relatii de concu-
renta si competitie strategica pentru gestionarea
si influentarea evolutiilor globale la nivelul Ori-
entului Mijlociu, cu Mashrequl si cu Maghrebul
sau? Semnalele existente par a inclina balanta in
favoarea celei de-a doua alternative, iar un
exemplu in acest sens este oferit de dosarul libi-
an, in care controlul asupra acestei tari si a re-
surselor sale conventionale de energie este re-
vendicat de Franta si Italia, spre a nu mai vorbi
de competitia existenta de mai mult timp intre
Marea Britanie si Federatia Rusa (pentru a ace-
easi miza libiand). Am mai aminti, In aceeasi or-
dine de idei, declaratiile pe care sefa diplomatiei
europene, Federica Mogherini, le facea la Bruxel-
les, la 4 februarie, In cadrul reuniunii ministeria-
le pregatitoare a summitului europeano-arab:
,daca vom actiona Impreuna (arabii si Uniunea
Europeand), vom realiza reconcilierea in Siria, in
Yemen, in Libia si in intreaga regiune a Orientu-
lui Mijlociu”. Inaltul demnitar bruxellez nu a ra-
tat ocazia, in acelasi cadru, pentru a vorbi despre
solutionarea problemei palestiniene pe baza teo-
riei ,celor doua state”, pe care, dupa cum se stie,
administratia Trump o dezavueaza in favoarea
propriei si deocamdata confuzei ,afaceri a seco-
lului”.

Va fi In masura Orientul Mijlociu arab si diplo-
matia sa sa exploateze cu inteligenta fisurile ac-
tuale ale ,Occidenturilor” Mijlociu si Indepartat?
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DESPRE PACEA AFGHANA. ACORD SAV ARMISTITIU?

Ambasador prof. Dumitru CHICAN

Dupa 17 ani de razboi In Aghanistan, la 21 de-
cembrie 2018, presedintele american Donald
Trump anunta intentia de a retrage jumatate din
numarul soldatilor aflati pe frontul unui conflict
care, declansat de fosta administratie George
W.Bush, sub argumentul luptei globale impotri-
va fenomenului jihadist - terorist, s-a transfor-
mat cu rapiditate intr-un costisitor razboi de
uzura a carui finalitate - din perspectiva ecuatiei
invinsi-invingatori a fost, vreme de doua decenii,
invaluita intr-un con de umbra .si de incertitu-
dini.

Oficial, expeditia militara americana in Afganis-
tan s-a incheiat in ianuarie 2014, dar a fost vor-
ba, in realitate, de o incheiere fragmentars, in
masura in care cca. 14.000 de soldati continua sa
fie prezenti pentru operatiuni militare (in teatrul
de razboi al Afganistanului). In prezent, campa-
nia din aceasta tara asiatica este contabilizata
drept cel mai lung razboi din istoria implicarilor
militare externe ale Statelor Unite si care, dupa
calcule estimative, s-a soldat cu cu cca. 40.000
de morti.

Este cadrul in care, dupa indelungi si dificile
tatonari, americanii si insurgentii islamisti Tali-
bani au cazut de acord sa se aseze la masa dialo-
gului politico - militar si sa sustina, in acelati
timp, un indispensabil proces de negociere inter-
afgana fara de care orice acord de pace care ar fi
realizat intre insurgenti si coalitia internationala
condusa de SUA nu va apropia orizonutul pacii
interne si nici durabilitatea necesara pe plan in-
tern pentru reconstructie, stabilitate si pace.
Problema spinoasa care, In primavara acestui an,
continua sa puna sub semnul intrebarii spe-
rantele intr-o pace afgana credibila are la origini
refuzul insurgentiulor islamisti de a antama ne-
gocieri cu guvernul de la Kabul condus de
presedintele Ashraf Ghani, pe care Talibani il eti-
cheteza drept ,marioneta a americanilor”. Aceas-
ta eticheta a fost pus3, de altfel, si fostului sef al
statului afghan Hamid Kharzai care, in prezent,

este element activ al opozitiei politice, anti-
islamista din tara.

Mai multe runde de negocieri mediate au avut
loc In capitala qatareza Doha (aici rebelii dispun
de un sediu de reprezentare), unde americanii
au fost reprezentati de diplomatul Zalmay Khali-
Izad, Tnsa fara un rezultat concret; totodata, la
Moscova s-au desfasurat, la initiativa Federatiei
Ruse, consultdri interne ale opozitiei afgane.

Incd din faza premergitoare a procesului de
negociere a pacii, actorii principali, respectiv re-
belii Talibani si Statele Unite ale Americii, au
convenit asupra a doua principii fundamentale,
numite, dupa o mai veche traditie tactica, ,linii
rosii” pe care nici una dintre parti nu are latitu-
dinea sa le incalce prin nerespectare. Pentru in-
surgentii islamisti, o asemenea interdictie preve-
dea ca nici o runda de negocieri nu era accepta-
ta atata vreme cat americanii nu se vor fi retras
pina la ultimul soldat de pe teritoriul Afganista-
nului. De partea cealalta, americanii conditionau
negocierile de includerea in procesul negocieri-
lor a guvernului oficial de la Kabul. Aceste doua
bariere au putut sa fie depasite, in cele din urma:
partea americana a raspuns afirmativ revendica-
rii privitoare la retragerea prezentei militare din
Afganistan, in conditii de comun acord stabilite,
acceptand, in acelasi timp, ca guvernul de la Ka-
bul -proamerican- sa nu fie parte la negocieri si
urmand sa fie informat periodic cu evolutia pro-
cesului de negociere. La randul lor, insurgentii s-
au angajat sa raspunda ferm conditiei americane
ca nici o prezenta terorist-islamista a gruparilor
Al-Qaida si ,Statul lislamic” sa nu mai fie accep-
tata pe teritoriul Afganistanului.

Problemele prioritare inscrise pe agenda trata-
tivelor, respectiv realizarea unei incetari a focu-
lui pe perioada negocierilor si antamarea viito-
rului politic al Afganistanului, nu au condus, deo-
camdata, la rezultate palpabile si durabile.

In ce masuri existd o perspectivi reald pentru
pacificarea Afganistanului? Raspunsul la aceasta
intrebare poate fi exprimat in putine cuvinte: o
deschidere a drumului catre semnarea unui ca-
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dru juridic al pacii va fi posibila doar cu indepli-
nirea a doua conditii prioritare. Si este vorba, in
primul rand, de convenirea unui acord de inceta-
re a focului, dupa cum este vorba de cerinta ca
negocierea si semnarea unui acord sau tratat de
pace sa nu fie rezultat al ceea ce vor conveni
americanii si insurgentii, ci un document la a ca-
rui negociere si semnare sa fie cooptate atat gu-
vernul de la Kabul, cat si toate fortele politice
reprezentative ale opozitiei de pe esichierul af-
ghan.

Afganii care au fost gazduiti la Moscova, la ince-
putul lunii februarie, au reprezentat miscarea
insurgenta islamista si Tnalti responsabili politici
socotiti a avea mai multa influenta in societatea
etnica si tribala decat guvernul presedintelui As-
hraf Ghani.

Este o realitate ca proiectul american de elimi-
nare a miscarii Talibane s-a soldat cu un esec. In
acelasi timp, nu poate fi negat faptul ca, de la in-
terventia militara In Afganistan au fost inregis-
trate si realizari in diverse segmente ale statului
si societatii afgane, incepand cu inlaturarea regi-
mului radical conservator si promotor al islami-
zarii tarii dupa paradigmele impuse de dreptul
canonic islamic. In aceeasi ordine de idei trebuie
mentionat ca femeile si-au recapatat dreptul la
munca, educatie si activitate in viata publica, in-
clusiv In structurile puterii legislative, juridice,
legislative, administrative si culturale. S-au facut,
totodata, pasi deloc neglijabili in ceea ce priveste
libertatea de exprimare si independenta presei,
Afganistanul dispunand, in prezent, de numeroa-
se canale private de televiziune, radio si mijloace
scrise de informare in masa.

Astazi, dupa seria celor 40 de ani de razboi care
le-a Insangerat tara, o buna parte a populatiei
afgane si, mai ales, tanara generatie, se opune
manierei confuze si secretomaniei in care se des-
fasoara contactele americano-afghane. Aceasta
din teama ca o putere prea largita si compromi-
suri prea generoase care ar putea fi facute rebe-
lilor Talibani ar contine pericolul virtual ca isla-
mistii sa incerce o revenire la acelasi model de
guvernare pe care l-au practicat, ceea ce, la ran-
dul sdau, ar putea sa conduca la miscari de
opozitie si la izbucnirea unui nou conflict civil in
aceasta tara.
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La provocadrile inerente pe fondul carora se des-
fasoara contactele americano-afgane (lipsa unui
consens privitor la acceparea guvernului Ghani
ca parte la niegocierile de pace, numeroasele
dezacorduri intre insurgenti si celelalte forte de
pe esichierul politic afgan, sau chiar in interiorul
formatiunilor si grupurilor de opozitie) se adau-
ga un risc nu mai putin amenintator pentru dez-
nodidmantul procesului de pace: pripeala. In
2001, fostul presedinte Bush a luat decizia de
interventie In Afganistan pe fondul emotivitatii
provocate de atacurile teroriste de la New York,
iar pregatirea si declansarea operatiunilor mili-
tare s-au facut intr-un ritm foarte strans, cu o
graba care n-a avut alta justificare decat dorinta
de razbunare a lui Georgre W. Bush. Astazi, Do-
nald Trump ar putea sa treaca prin aceeasi expe-
rientd, apasand pedala de viteza a tratativelor
mai mult decat ar putea accepta celelalte parti.
Aceasta inclusiv din perspectiva viitoarelor ale-
geri prezidentiale americane, la care Donald
Trump va dori sa candideze penru un nou man-
dat in Biroul Oval si unde un avans substantial
pe calea catre pacea afgana ar putea sa fie consi-
derat un atu important. Numai ca o asemenea
graba ar fi la fel de pagubitoare ca si in cazul lui
George W. Bush, dat fiind ca este putin probabil
ca profundele probleme acumulate in aproape
douad decenii de razboi sa fie solutionate in cate-
va luni de negocieri. Secretarul de Stat Mike
Pompeo a acordat mediatorului Zalmay Khali-
lzad un interval de 6 luni pentru a ajunge la un
acord de pace complet si durabil. Ori, o aseme-
nea graba este de natura sa genereze suspiciuni
de partea afganad, precum si preocupare din par-
tea altor actori statali — Pakistanul, Federatia Ru-
sa, Iranul, India, cu deosebire - care au avut un
cuvant de spus pe parcursul razboiului si care
doresc sa aiba un rol in configurarea Afganista-
nului post-conflict.

Ramane de vazut daca negociatorii - indiferent
de care parte a mesei de negocieri s-ar afla - vor
intelege valoarea pe care, in cazul pacii pentru
Afganistan, o are vechiul dicton ,mai bine mai
tarziu decat niciodata”.
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PLATOUL GOLAN &
DE LA RAGEREA TOTALA® LA ;SUVERANITATEA TOTALA®

teritoriale si militare iraniene In Siria si, implicit,

Ambasador prof. Dumitru CHICAN in zona adiacenta a liniei de demarcatie din Pla-

Rezumat

La 21 martie, odata cu anuntarea de catre
presedintele Donald Trump a deciziei de recu-
noastere deplina a suveranitatii israeliene asu-
pra Podisului sirian Golan, ocupat in urma cu 52
de ani, administratia a facut inca un pas impor-
tant in directia ruperii totale a oricarei continui-
tati a politicii traditionale. Politica traditonala la
care se face referire este cea promovata anterior
de Statele Unite fata de conflictul arabo-israelian
si de regiunea Orientului Mijlociu. Ultimele de-
mersuri intreprinse, in calitate de mediator, de
catre Casa Alb3, s-au incheiat in anul 2010. Intra-
rea in stare de latenta a initiativelor si demersu-
rilor de pace a fost definitiv confirmata odata cu
declansarea, in primavara anului 2011, a revol-
telor siriene care aveau sa duca la lungul si dis-
trugatorul razboi civil din aceasta tara.

Randurile de fata isi propun sa ofere un me-
mento istoric al ,problemei Golan”, incepand cu
anul 1967 cand, in urma ,razboiului de sase zile”
din iunie, Platoul Golan a fost ocupat de armata
israeliana. De-a lungul celor opt ani de razboi
sirian, suprapus cu ascensiunea fenomenului te-
rorist islamist in regiunea Mesopotamiei irakie-
ne si Levantului, situatia din regiune a cunoscut
evolutii si reconfigurari fundamentale. Intre
acestea, se cuvin mentionate: preluarea sub con-
trolul opozitiei siriene si islamiste a regiunii de
sud si sud-vest a Siriei; expansiunea influentei

toul Golan. Aceasta expansiune a fost perceputa
de Israel ca o amenintare existentiala pentru
propria securitate si pace, in conditiile In care
prezenta militara alogena implicata in criza siri-
and s-a extins pand in zona orasului Quneitra,
adica in zona de dezangajare stabilita in 1974, in
urma unor intense contacte desfasurate de fostul
sef al diplomatiei americane, Henry Kissinger. In
acest context, in 2014 a avut loc si retragerea din
zona tampon a fortelor ONU de supervizare a
armistitiului israeliano-sirian (UNDOF), des-
fasurate dupa razboiul din octombrie 1973.

Anexarea si negocierile de pace

La 14 decembrie 1981, Knessetul israelian a
adoptat asa-numita ,Lege Golan” prin care teri-
toriul sirian cucerit in iunie 1967 era trecut sub
suveranitate, jurisdictie si administratie israelia-
nd. Dupa numai trei zile, la 17 decembrie 1981,
Consiliul de Securitate al ONU adopta Rezolutia
497, prin care comunitatea internationala res-
pinge acest act de anexiune a ceea ce documen-
tele ONU desemneazi prin sintagma ,Iniltimile
siriene Golan”. Consiliul de Securitate respingea
cu acest prilej si ,ocuparea de teritorii prin
forta”, considerand, in consecinta, ca decizia is-
raeliana este nula si neavenita, cerand Israelului
sa se retraga la frontierele existente la 4 iunie
1967, in conformitate cu rezolutiile internatio-
nale nr. 242 (1967) si 338 (1973). Din suprafata
totali a Platoului Golan, de 185.000 km?, Israelul
a ocupat si, ulterior, anexat o suprafata de 1.200
km?.

Dupa mai multe tentative esuate de lansare a
unui proces de negocieri politice intre Israel si

~ Siria, abia in 1991 presedintele american George

Bush, secondat de secretarul de stat James Ba-
ker, au reusit sa demareze asa numitul ,proces
Madrid” pentru pacea dintre Siria si Statul Israel.
In cadrul acestui proces de pace au avut loc mai
multe runde de negocieri, pe care presa si co-
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mentatorii le-au caracterizat drept un ,dialog al
surzilor”. Aceasta sintagma a fost utilizata dato-
rita lipsei de flexibilitate si de maleabilitate fata
de ideea compromisului, care a caracterizat atat
pozitia regimului sirian condus de presedintele
Hafez Al-Assad, cat si cea a guvernului de la Tel
Aviv, In frunte cu fostul premier Yitzhak Shamir.
Venirea la conducerea cabinetului israelian a lui
Yizthak Rabin, in 1992 a adus un plus de dina-
mism, concretizat, la 24 august din acelasi an,
printr-o noua sedinta de negocieri desfasurate la
Washington. In cadul acestor negocieri, delegatia
siriana a prezentat un ,memorandum de obiecti-
ve si principii”, construit pe exprimarea explicita
a revendicarii siriene de ,retragere totala a Isra-
elului din Iniltimile Golan, ocupate in iunie
1967”, doleantda pe care partea siriand o va
sustine fara modificari pe tot parcursul rundelor
ulterioare de tratatative. Singurul demers pozi-
tiv Inregistrat In acest sens a fost acordul partii
israeliene privind retragerea ,din” anumite teri-
torii ale Golanului. Dupa venirea la Casa Alba a
lui Bill Clinton, secretarul de stat Warren Chris-
topher va intreprinde, in luna august 1993, un
turneu in regiunea Orientului Mijlociu, pentru
intalniri si discutii cu premierul Rabin si cu
presedintele Hafez Al-Assad. Partea israeliana si-
a aratat disponibilitatea de a negocia o retragere
din Golan, cu conditia ca aceasta sa fie urmatag,
sub garantie americana, de incheierea unui tra-
tat de pace, dupa precedentul oferit de Acorduri-
le israeliano-egiptene de la Camp David, din
1979. Conditia impunea inclusiv stabilirea de
relatii politico-diplomatice intre Tel-Aviv si Da-
masc. De partea cealaltd, Hafez Al-Assad a oferit
un raspuns pozitiv, cu amendamentul, insa, de
garantare a retragerii totale a Israelului din Pla-
toul Golan, adica pana la frontiera existenta la 4
iunie 1967. In cartea sa de memorii ,Romanul
pierdut”, fostul ministru de externe si vice-
presedinte al Siriei, Farouk Al-Sharaa, relateaza
c3, la conditia siriand, premierul Rabin si-a ex-
primat acordul asupra unei retrocedari in inte-
grum a Golanului ocupat, daca, in schimb, Israelul
va primi garantii de securitate. Asasinarea lui
Yizthak Rabin, In 1995, si preluarea sefiei guver-
nului de catre Blocul Likud, in frunte cu Benja-
min Netanyahu, au facut ca inceputurile incura-
jatoare ale acordului dintre Rabin si Hafez Al-
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Assad sa fie date uitarii.

De la Netanyahu la Yehud Barak

Sub mandatul din perioada 1996-1999 al lui
Benjamin Netanyahu in fruntea cabinetului isra-
elian, traiectoria negocierilor si demersurilor de
pace s-a deplasat dinspre Statele Unite catre Co-
munitatea Europeana. Emisarul special, Miguel
Angel Moratinos, a desfasurat mai multe serii de
contacte oficiale cu statele beligerante Israel si
Siria, In paralel cu cele confidentiale desfasurate
la Washington, cu Administratia americana si cu
evrei influenti din mediile politice si financiar-
economice din America. Cu toate acestea, negoci-
erile au fost soldate doar cu schimburi de mesaje
de buna intentie intre premierul israelian si
presedintele Hafez Al-Assad. Adjudecarea, in
1999, a fotoliului de prim-ministru de catre Ye-
hud Barak a insemnat si cristalizarea unor in-
tentii de reluare a negocierilor ,din punctul in
care acestea fusesera suspendate”. Rezultatele
concrete s-au lasat si de aceasta data asteptate -
punctul de conflict fiind reprezentat de incapaci-
tatea partilor de a raspunde la o Intrebare cruci-
ala: ce fel de retragere israeliana va avea loc?
Una partala si selectiva, asa cum sugerau israeli-
enii, sau una totald, asa cum cereau sirienii? in
memoriile sale, fosta sefa a diplomatiei america-
ne, Madeleine Albright, relateaza ca raspunsul
prezentat de partea israeliana sub denumirea de
sretragere totala” in schimbul pacii, a fost, de
fapt, , 0 retragere totala... cu pastrarea de catre
Israel a unor portiuni din Podisul Golan. Reactia
lui Hafez Al-Assad a fost laconica: ,Asadar ei
(israelienii) nu doresc pacea. S-a sfarsit”. La
putina vreme, Hafez Al-Assad inceta din viat3,
iar procesul de pace a fost dat uitdrii definitiv...
pana cand, la 21 martie 2019, chestiunea Gola-
nului era readusa in actualitate prin decizia ame-
ricana de recunoastere a suveranitatii totale a
Israelului asupra acestui teritoriu. De la
,retragerea totala”, la ,suveranitatea totala”.

Decizia lui Donald Trump - o surpriza?
Pentru premierul Netanyahu, decizia lui Donald
Trump a fost ,un miracol dumnezeiesc” si un
spretios dar cu ocazia sarbatorii Purim
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(iudaica)”. Jubilarea premieru-
lui este de inteles mai ales in
contextul in care recunoasterea
americana a suveranitatii depli-
ne a Israelului asupra Golanului
sirian intervenea la mai putin
de trei sdptamani pana la alege-
rile anticipate din aceasta luna.
Adaugata la ,darurile anterioare” primite din
partea administratiei Trump - recunoasterea le-
rusalimului drept capitala a Israelului si mutarea
ambasadei americane de la Tel Aviv in ,orasul
sfant” -, a fost apreciatda de numerosi comenta-
tori ca un ajutor pretios acordat lui Benjamin
Netanyahu pentru obtinerea unui al cincilea
mandat In fruntea guvernului israelian. Dar o
asemenea decizie - care, oricum, nu era o priori-
tate deosebita pentru partea israeliana -, nu este
atat de surpinzatoare pe cat se lasa sa se intelea-
ga. Orice observator atent al evolutiilor de pe
esichierul Orientului Mijlociu nu ignora ca pasul
lui Donald Trump nu face decat sa Incununeze
un lung sir de demersuri si presiuni exercitate
nu doar de Israel, ci si de marile grupuri de lob-
by evreiesc din Statele Unite, pentru a accelera
oficializarea unei asemenea hotarari a adminis-
tratiilor de la Washington. Sub cupola ONU, fosta
reprezentanta a Statelor Unite la organizatia
mondiala, Nikky Halley, sustinea deschis, chiar
in cadrul Adunarii Generale, dreptul Israelului la
suveranitate deplina asupra Golanului deja ane-
xat.

Dar, cum in politica nu exista acte de caritate si
nici ,miracole divine”, ,cadourile” facute de Do-
nald Trump trebuie sa aiba un pret. Donald
Trump nu isi ascunde dorinta fierbinte de a rea-
liza ceea ce niciun precursor al sau nu a reusit, si
anume sa intre in istorie ca realizator al pacii
intre israelieni si palestinieni, prin mult-
promovata ,afacere a secolului”, despre care se
va putea vorbi cel mai probabil, dupa alegerile
anticipate din luna aprilie. Fata de generosul
sprijin primit, Netanyahu va trebui sa se arate
darnic, la randul sau, prin concesii care sa il
apropie pe protectorul si aliatul sau de piedesta-
ul aducatorului de pace in lumea Orientului Mij-
lociu.

intre dreptul international si
»God and my right”

Asa cum era de prevazut, deci-
zia presedintelui Donald Trump
de recunoastere a unui status-
quo cu care nici logica dreptului
si nici comunitatea internatio-
nald nu au fost de acord a starnit numeroase
proteste, contestatii si declaratii de condamnare.
Cinci state europene membre ale Consiliului de
Securitate si ale Uniunii Europene - Franta, Ger-
mania, Marea Britanie, Polonia si Belgia au adop-
tat, la 26 martie, o declaratie comuna de nerecu-
noastere a legalitatii si validitatii masurilor
adoptate in ultima vreme in relatiile dintre Sta-
tele Unite si Israel. Siria a cerut convocarea de
urgenta a Consiliului de Securitate, Organizatia
Cooperadrii Islamice a emis o declaratie de pro-
test si lista ar putea continua. Ceea ce au in co-
mun toate aceste reactii se regaseste in laitmoti-
vul pe temelia cdruia sunt construite si argumen-
tate ,incdlcarea de catre presedintele Trump a
principiilor de drept international, a rezolutiilor
pertinente ale Consiliului de Securitate si Aduna-
rii Generale a ONU si a principiului de inadmisi-
bilitate a acapararii de teritorii straine prin re-
cursul la forta”. Cu deosebire sunt evocate rezo-
lutiile 242, 338 si 497, care au fost considerate
referinte juridice axiale pentru orice demers vi-
zand solutionarea conflictului arabo-israelian si
reinstaurarea stabilitatii, securitatii si pacii du-
rabile in aceasta parte a lumii.

Realitatea istorica arata, Insd, adevarul ca boga-
tul inventar de decizii, rezolutii si declaratii ale
comunitatii internationale nu a fost, vreme de
peste o jumatate de secol, nici respectat si nici
implementat, devenind, mai degraba, un fundal
decorativ pentru retorica politicianista. Erodat
de vreme si acoperit de pulberea istoriei irosite,
dreptul international pare a fi Inlocuit, progresiv
si ofensiv, de un alt fel de abordare conceptuala
a jusititiei si a ordinii internationale, in care ve-
nerabilul gentleman numit ,drept international”,
este trimis la pensie si inlocuit cu formula mai
profitabila a vechilor monarhi anglo-saxoni, imi-
tati de regii latini, care domneau conducandu-se
dupa doua principii: divinitatea si dreptul perso-
nal al monarhului, el Tnsusi cu descendente in
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vointa transcendentala. ,God and my right”, pe
malurile Tamisei, a devenit ,Dieu et mon droit”
pe malurile Senei si a ajuns pe malurile Potoma-
cului sub forma simplificata de ,Eu, dreptul meu
si America inainte de orice”.

O formula care, pornind de la vechea sintagma
»toti suntem egali, dar unii sunt mai egali decat
ceilalti”, risca sa sa aiba consecinte de care nici
lumea si regiunile ei conflictuale nu au nevoie.

In fond, decizia lui Donald Trump - ca act suve-
ran de vointd - nu schimba cu nimic din caracte-
rul sirian al teritoriului Golan. Dar, in acelasi
timp, ea bareaza drumul catre o sperata pace in
regiune. Caci, de vreme ce Golanul nu va mai fi,
din perspectiva israeliana si americand, un
Jteritoriu ocupat”, ci un ,pamant israelian”, se va
putea pretinde ca nu mai exista nici teritorii ocu-
pate care asteapta sa fie retrocedate.

PURNULL LU
$1 CALGAIVL L] ARILE

Lamia FOUAD, Beirut
Dupa o lunga si tulbure vacanta politica, la
sfarsitul lunii ianuarie, eternul premier libanez
Saad Al-Hariri a lasat ca pe cosul Seraiului din
Beirut sa se ridice spre cer coloana de fum alb
care aducea libanezilor mult asteptata veste
»+Habemus papam” care, in graiul de la tara cedri-
lor se traduce prin ,avem guvern”.

Reusita lui Hariri nu se datoreaza unei
concordii bruste si miraculoase a mozai-
cului de forte politice, confesionale, eco-
nomice si de veleitari aspiranti la moli-
ciunea fotoliilor ministeriale si dornici sa
porneasca la lupta pentru edificarea nou-
lui Liban ,pentru toti libanezii”.

Acel ,Deus ex machina” care a facut po-
sibila iesirea la suprafata a vietii interne
libaneze, tot mai mult amenintata de ha-
os si de colaps, poarta numele de Hassan
Nasrallah. Pe langa profesiunea de ,lider
al rezistentei” si de secretar general al
formatiunii  politico-militare = numita
yPartidul lui lui Dumnezeu” (un Dumne-
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zeu de confesiune duodecimana siitd), Hassan
Nasrallah are si statutul de posesor al pumnului
care, fie fluturat deasupra turbanului negru, fie
trantit pe catifeaua verde pe care se joaca viito-
rul si destinul Libanului, hotaraste status quo-ul
acestei tari pe termene medii sau lungi, in
functie de evolutiile tarabei politice regionale si
nu numai. Libanul are un guvern pentru ca asa
au vrut Hassan Nasrallah si comanditarii sai din
acelasi invincibil ,front al impotrivirii si rezis-
tentei”.

Se stie, insa, si cei dintai care stiu sunt libanezii,
ca un asemenea statu-quo si, cu atat mai mult, un
status quo permanent al Hezbollahului si al
Jrezistentei” sale nu este pe placul tuturor celor
care, din varii motive, pe care nu le mai amintim
aici, nu privesc cu ochi buni tendintele autocrati-
ce ale formatiunii libaneze. Iar in existenta for-
matiunii lui Nasrallah este vazuta mana lunga a
regimului teocratic din Teheran, fapt afirmat in-
ca de la inceputul acestui an de catre seful diplo-
matiei americane, Mike Pompeo.

De altfel, in contextul criticilor virulente aduse
predecesorului sau, Barack Obama, pentru poli-
tica sa orientald, candidatul la prezidentiale si,
apoi, presedintele Donald Trump, si-a facut un
titlu definitoriu al politicii sale externe si de se-
curitate din opozitia fata de Republica Islamica
Iran si de extensiile sale regionale. Un loc de
frunte pe aceasta lista revine formatiunii libane-
ze condusa de seicul Hassan Nasrallah, care a
fost inscrisa pe lista organizatiilor teroriste ela-
borata de catre Departamentul de Stat inca din
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1997 si face parte, In acelasi timp, din primele
cinci grupadri considerate a se afla in avangarda
crimei organizate transnationale. Potrivit procu-
rorului general al SUA, Jeff Sessions, dezmem-
brarea si lichidarea acestor organizatii constituie
o prioritate externa a administratiei Trump.

Daca, prin traditie, inamicii Iranului si ai filiale-
lor sale regionale si-au concentrat atentia si poli-
ticile aproape exclusiv asupra potentialului si
activitatilor cu caracter militar ale formatiunii
Hezbollah, In ultimul timp si, mai ales, dupa im-
plicarea acestei grupari in razboiul civil sirian,
alaturi de armata loiala a regimului din Damasc,
o atentie sporita este acordata unui alt aspect in
care adversarii regionali si internationali vad
veriga subreda si un sensibil ,calcai al lui Ahile”
din edificiul institutional al partidului libanez
pro-iranian si anume acela care se refera la sur-
sele de finantare ale partidului.

Daca se au in vedere cateva puncte de reper ca-
re compun identitatea partidului Hezbollah si, cu
deosebire, dimensiunea si influenta acestuia pe
esichierul intern libanez, se va ajunge lesne la
concluzia realista ca realizarea tuturor acestor
misiuni si actiuni, inclusiv a celor aflate la limita
legii sau in afara acesteia, presupune asigurarea
unor surse consistente si permanente de posibi-
lititi logistice si financiare. In mod normal, aces-
te surse ar depasi posibilitatile unei simple for-
matiuni politice care, declarativ, militeaza pen-
tru un Liban democratic si prosper si isi sustine
programul la examenul urnelor de vot.

Se poate spune ca formatiunea in discutie este
privita ca un veritabil stat in stat. Argumentul
este sustinut de esenta Insasi a ideologiei si doc-
trinelor sale fundamentale, de structurile sale
institutionale si operative supradimensionate,
de volumul larg al activitatilor cu caracter social,
caritabil, educational, sanitar pe care Hezbollah
le desfasoara pentru a-si mentine un nivel cores-
punzator de popularitate si simpatie a unei bune
parti a libanezilor (nu numai a coreligionarilor
musulmanilor siiti) si, nu in ultimul rand, de
complexitatea si densitatea activitatilor militare,
de informatii si de alta natura, desfasurate in
arealul regional si in alte zone, chiar foarte inde-
partate in geografia globala.

Nu este - si nu a fost niciodata - un secret fap-

tul c3d, inca de la nasterea sa, In anul 1985, fi-
nantarea, echiparea si dotarea ,Partidului lui
Dumnezeu” au avut drept sursa Iranul. Odata cu
intrarea in noul secol XXI, insd, formatiunea a
initiat si a desfasurat un efort amplu, complex si
dinamic, de asigurare, sporire si diversificare
prin forte proprii a resurselor financiare, econo-
mice si materiale. In acest sens, unul dintre pri-
mele poiecte puse in practica a fost crearea unei
economii proprii, paralela cu cea a statului liba-
nez, concurentiala In raport cu aceasta si
sustinuta de actiuni transfrontaliere si transcon-
tinentale - indeosebi in Africa si America de Sud.
Aceste actiuni s-au circumscris, mai degraba, cri-
mei organizate: spalarea banilor, traficul cu stu-
pefiante, activitati si afaceri in domeniul imobili-
ar etc.

Se poate spune c3, in prezent, Hezbollah dispu-
ne de cinci surse principale de asigurare a resur-
selor financiare si logistice si acestea sunt urma-
toarele: institutia Ghidului Spiritual Suprem al
regimului iranian, Ali Khameney, statul/
guvernul iranian, imperiul economic constituit si
gestionat de Gardienii Revolutiei, forurile cleri-
cale, prin colectarea daniilor religioase (zakat, in
scriptura coranicd, khum, in limba farsi) si redi-
rectionarea unui cuantum procentual catre
Jrevolutia din exterior” si propriile afaceri eco-
nomice si comerciale desfasurate in interiorul
Libanului.

Desi nu exista date certe privind nivelul buge-
tului annual al partidului, estimari mai recente
aratd ca acesta este constituit, In procent de 70-
80%, din surse iraniene, echivaland, in termini
nominali, cu cca. 700 milioane dolari, la care se
adauga veniturile obtinute din economia parale-
1a proprie si din activitati ilegale.

In luna octombrie 2018, administratia Donald
Trump a adoptat asa-numita ,Lege pentru pre-
venirea Finantdrii Internationale a Hezbollah”,
prin care se urmareste izolarea organizatiei de
mediul sistemului financiar international si iden-
tificarea si izolarea persoanelor, guvernelor si
agentiilor strdine care sunt implicate In sustine-
rea formatiunii siite sau in activitatile desfasura-
te de aceasta si care intra sub incidenta legis-
latiei de combatare a crimei organizate.

Din aceasta perspectiva, se pune Intrebarea da-

15



WWw.ingepo.ro

Pulsul Geostrategic, Nr.273, Aprilie 2019

ca sanctiunile economico-financiare si energeti-
ce pe care America le aplica Impotriva regimului
iranian pot afecta fluxul de finantare dinspre Te-
heran citre sudul Libanului. In principiu, misu-
rile ordonate de presedintele Donald Trump au
potentialul de a perturba fluxul finantarii, dar nu
sunt putini analistii care nu Impartasesc aceasta
opinie. Atata vreme cat Hezbollahul nu este izo-
lat de ambientul sdau confesional siit, este dificil
de presupus ca sanctiunile americane vor avea
un impact serios asupra Hezbollahului libanez. Si
chiar luand in consideratie posibilitatea ca prin
sanctiunile americane sa fie barate canalele si
sursele internationale de finantare, acestea nu
isi vor face efecul dorit de Donald Trump decat
intr-un ritm lent si greu de controlat. In plus,
Hezbollahul are o structura umana profund
atasata liderului Hassan Nasrallah si Ghidului
Suprem Ali Khameney, iar acest lucru va permi-
te, In conditiile esichierului politico-economic al
Libanului, o intensificare si o amplificare a acti-
vitatilor ,paralele” pe care nici statul libanez si
nici penalitatile regionale sau internationale nu
0 vor putea stopa prea curand.

Nu trebuie ignorate nici alte doua aspecte im-
portante din acest punct de vedere. Este vorba,
in primul rand, de faptul ca puternicele comuni-
tati siite din Liban, Siria si Irak raman atasate
principiului velayat-e-faqih, liderului Iranian Ali
Khameney si, implicit, francizelor regionale ira-
niene, inclusiv Hezbollahul. in al doilea rand,
fondurile pe care insasi institutia Ghidului si cea
clericala iraniana le poseda si le gestioneaza, in
afara sistemului financiar national si internatio-
nal, sunt de ordinul zecilor de miliarde de dolari
si ele pot fi transferate pe cai obscure din care
nu lipseste nici procedeul gentilor transmise
»,din mana in mana”. Si Intr-un caz si in celalalt,
fluxul sustinerii financiare nu va putea fi stopat
in masura dorita.

in concluzie, se poate afirma ca masurile res-
trictive adoptate sau avute in vedere de adminis-
tratia Trump sunt de natura sa complice situatia
financiara a Hezbollahului, dar nu sunt suficiente
pentru a infrange aceasta entitate din punct de
vedere economico-financiar.
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DESPRE ORIENTUL MIJLOCIU $i
ARRITECTURA SA DE SECURITATE

Ambasador prof. Dumitru CHICAN
MENA: O istorie divizata

De la emanciparea sa de sub dominatia otoma-
na, la sfarsitul primului Razboi Mondial si de la
procesul de aparitie a statelor nationale inde-
pendente, regiunea Orientului Mijlociu si a Nor-
dului arab African (MENA), conceptul traditional
de ,patrie araba” (Al-Watan Al-Arabiy) a fost
transerat la periferia discursului politic, spre a fi
utilizat, cel mai adesea, ca anexa decorativa a re-
toricii despre unitatea araba. Locul sau a fost
ocupat de lexemul qutr, cu sensul literal de pro-
vincie, ridicat si el, la rangul semantic de ,tard”,
din nevoia conformitatii cu situatia existenta in
geografia politica faramitata a corpusului arab.
Intereseaza mai putin daca aceasta mixtura lexi-
cala a fost determinata de motive ideologice si
circumstante politice si de securitate. Istoria a
consemnat un adevar de netagaduit si anume
acela ca, in ultimul secol, Orientul Mijlociu, cu
Mashreq-ul si cu Maghrebul sau, a fost, cu rarisi-
me si scurte sincope, un areal al instabilitatii
acute, al conflictelor intra si inter-arabe, cu per-
manentd absenta a pacii regionale si cu ingerinte
externe repetabile si ofensive. Rivalitatea ideolo-
gica intre regimurile nationaliste, avand in frun-
te Egiptul si unionismul lui Gamal Abdel Nasser
si cele conservatoare, plasate in umbra Arabiei
Saudite si a wahhabismului religios rigorist, s-au
adaugat cauzelor care, ani de-a randul, au descu-
rajat orice tentativa serioasa a comunitatii arabe
de a-si constitui propriul sistem de securitate.
Lucrurile aveau sa cunoasca schimbari dramati-
ce abia dupa ce ra’isul (presedintele) egiptean
Anwar Al-Sadat a evadat din frontul
,solidaritatii” si ,coeziunii’arabe”, incheind pri-
ma pace oficiala si juridica intre arabi si evrei si
dupa ce, in urma cu patru decenii, in Iran revo-
lutia islamica din 1979, simultana cu invazia so-
vietica In Afghanistan, a provocat o brutala
desteptare din letargia traditiei si a inertiei.
Acesta desteptare i-a determinat pe liderii regio-
nali sa abordeze febril o chestiune practic negli-
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jata in totalitate de-a lungul deceniilor trecute si
anume imperativul de creare a unui sistem de
apadrare si securitate colectiva care sa fie, In ace-
lasi timp, si izvor de securitate pentru fiecare
,provincie” araba in parte. Desigur, Liga Satelor
Arabe, creata In 1945, are la temelia sa suficiente
documente - incepand cu iInsasi Carta Funda-
mentala a organizatiei - care stipuleaza, printre
misiunile sale, apdrarea colectivd a statelor
membre si nu poate fi trecut cu vederea ca, in
probleme ale pacii, razboiului, securitatii si sta-
bilitatii, Liga s-a mobilizat in numeroase randuri
- in conflictul arabo-israelian si palestiniano-
israelian, In Yemen, Sahara Occidental3, in dispu-
ta dintre Iran si Emiratele Arabe Unite, legata de
suveranitatea asupra a trei insule din Golful Ara-
bo-Persic (Abu Mussa, Marele si Micul Tomb),
pana la evolutiile contemporane din statele afec-
tate de ,primavara araba”. Din pacate, eforturile
organizatiei au fost prea putin sau deloc fruc-
tuoase. Drept consecintd, regiunea Orientului
Mijlociu si Africii de Nord nu dispune de un sis-
tem coerent de securitate regionala si nici nu
exista semnale credibile ca acest lucru ar fi dorit
altfel decat la nivelul declaratiilor de buna-
intentie. Mai mult, la disensiunile politice se ada-
uga ascensiunea rivalitatilor interreligioase intre
sectele musulmane, intre musulmani si non-
musulmani, intre sunnism si siism, sau ostili-
tatile Intre comunitati si familii tribale, cum ar fi
cele din Iraq, Libia, Siria si Yemen. Iar toate aces-
tea constituie un factor dinamic de aprofundare
a clivajului, a crizei identitare si a traumelor so-
ciale si institutionale, atat la nivelul statal, cat si
la cel al societatii.

Lumea Orientului Mijlociu a trait, vreme de de-
cenii, o lunga serie de conflicte, ingerinte, revo-
lutii, rasturnari de regimuri politice, interventii
militare de pedepsire si brutalitati irationale ale
fenomenului jihadist terorist. Si fiecare tara si
societate araba si-a trait propriile crize, inchise
in carapacea singuratatii si a orgoliilor, avand
diverse consecinte care pot fi lesne constatate
cat priveste sansele de securitate durabila si de
incredere in ziua de maine.

Primavara araba: preambul la noul MENA?
,0rdinea araba”, inteleasa ca sistem, nu si-a ga-

sit, In toatd istoria modernd, o expresie pragma-
tica functionala decat in latura sa teoretica ideo-
logica numita fie panarabism, fie nationalism
arab, fie unitate araba. Sintagma a disparut oda-
ta cu epuizarea ideologiilor si intereselor care i-
au dat nastere. Lumea araba, ca entitate identita-
ra pentru sine si prin sine, a fost si ramane mai
degraba un exercitiu retoric dincolo de care se
descopera realitatea In actiune. lar aceasta in-
seamna fragmentarea corpusului arab in natio-
nalisme supralicitate si aflate in relatii concu-
rentiale, individualiste si prea putin legate de
ideea unitatii si unicitatii ,natiunii arabe”. Orien-
tul Mijlociu arab este o lume dominata de un
multipolarism in care nationalismul ingust si
izolationist exprima scindarea. Egiptul lui Anwar
Al-Sadat a incheiat pacea cu Israelul nu consul-
tindu-se cu ,marea familie araba”, iIn cadrul or-
ganizatiei comune numita Liga Araba, ci cu sa-
hinsahul iranian Reza Pahlavi si cu fostul lider al
regimului comunist de la Bucuresti. In 1993 si
1994, Organizatia de Eliberare a Palestinei si Re-
gatul Hasemit al lordaniei si-au negociat, fiecare,
propriile aranjamente de pace cu Israelul, in afa-
ra oricdrui castru arab de atatea ori invocat ca
simplu exercitiu de oratorie. In 2000, Arabia Sa-
udita s-a dorit a fi unicul campion al pacii arabo-
israeliene, avansand propria ,initiativa araba de
pace” care nu a avut nicio urmare si enumerarile
ar putea continua.

Metaforica ,primavara araba” a constituit, pen-
tru Intregul areal arab al Orientului Mijlociu si
Nordului African un punct istoric de cotitura, dar
si de dezlantuire a unui amenintator anotimp al
haosului politic, al dezastrului economico-social
si al sfaramitarii - care pare definitiva - a ceea ce
a insemnat idea de identitate araba comuna. De-
zintegrarea sistemica a ,noii ordini orientale”
pare a se impune, tot mai mult, ca noua normali-
tate a acestei regiuni sensibile a lumii contempo-
rane. Prabusirea in serie a mai multor regimuri
politice a avut consecinte dezastruoase nu nu-
mai in interiorul statelor care au cunoscut
»Schimbarea de girueta”, dar care nu au reusit sa
umple In planuri alternative vidul creat, ci si asu-
pra relatiilor si a parteneriatelor inter-arabe. Pe
malul apusean al Golfului Arabo-Persic, conflic-
tele post-primavaratice, orgoliile de liderism re-
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gional sau conflictele ideologice de extractie doc-
trinard religioasa s-au materializat In distruge-
rea de facto a organizatiei sub-regionale arabe -
Consiliul de Cooperare al Golfului. In Egipt, pute-
rea a redevenit o posesiune a institutei militare
iar Siria a cazut victima razboiului civil. Conflic-
tul a destramat orice punte de comunicare cu
restul comunitatii arabe, in vreme ce, din ace-
leasi calcule conjuncturale, statele regionale si-
au orientat atentia catre parteneriate cu actori
din afara lumii arabe: Siria-Iran, Siria-Federatia
Rusa, Arabia Saudita-Egipt - acestea din urma
legate de conexiunea americani. In acelasi timp,
Orientul Mijlociu a devenit, tot mai mult si mai
virulent, un esichier de confruntare intre marile
puteri globale. Gama formelor/domeniilor inclu-
de: aranjamente politice; domeniul militar si de
securitate, prin dependenta tot mai accentuata
de livrarile de material militar de care marile
puteri; domeniul aranjamentelor de securitate,
prin orientarea catre aliante extraregionale, pre-
cum ideea crearii unui NATO arab; reorientarea
catre normalizarea relatiilor cu inamicul israeli-
an de pana mai ieri, cu acceptarea, la schimb, a
unor ,afaceri ale secolului” gandite In cancelarii
strdine pentru o asa-zisa solutionare a proble-
mei palestiniene considerata a fi, pana Ia
»primavara araba”, ,cauza cauzelor” pentru mo-
tivarea solidaritatii si a actiunii arabe comune”.

*

Incercand o definire a ordinii arabe si a arhitec-
turii sale de securitate din zilele noastre, putem
afirma, fara teama de a gresi, ca aceasta se afl3,
pur si simplu, intr-o faza de prabusire libera in
gol.

Revolutiile arabe, fenomenul extremismului
terorist-islamist, disolutia Insasi a doctrinei isla-
mice ca forta catalizatoare a coeziunii si solidari-
tatii arabe sunt tot atatia factori care determina
putinele ,state regionale puternice” sa se orien-
teze, unilateral, catre interventii militare si ali-
ante cu alte puteri non-arabe. Interventiile mili-
tare ale Arabiei Saudite in Bahrein si in Yemenul
transformat in teatru al unui ,razboi prin inter-
pusi” cu o alta putere regionald - Iranul - in-
gerintele strdine, regionale si extra-regionale in
conflictele si crizele aflate in curs de desfasurare
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au devenit, deja, caracteristici simptomatice
pentru noile realitati strategice ale MENA. Si
poate parea paradoxal - fara insa a fi - faptul ca a
aceasta expansiune a noilor actori regionali este
construita pe temeliile ascunse ale unor crize
sociale interne care, pe termen mai lung sau mai
scurt, pot avea consecinte letale tocmai asupa
emblemei orgolioase de mare putere regionala.
Inegalitatile sociale, deteriorarea grava a echili-
brului in ceea ce priveste distribuirea resurselor
nationale si a sanselor de acces catre viitor, mar-
ginalizarea tinerei generatii, somajul obnubilat
prin recursul la importul fortei de munca, izola-
rea de ritmurile culturale si civilizationale ale
lumii moderne, barierele sociale, spirituale si
materiale ridicate de regimuri pe drumul
tranzitiei catre post-modernism, sunt tot atatea
verigi subrede nu numai pentru securitatile
nationale arabe , ci si pentru securitatea colecti-
va a ceea ce, inca, inertial, se mai numeste
,Middle East and Northern Africa”.

FEDERATA RUSA LA PATRU ANI DE RAZBOD SIRIAN:
NTRE DOCTRINA $1 STRATEGIE

Dinu COSTESCU

La 30 septembrie 2015, intr-un moment in care
situatia pe frontul razboiului civil sirian atinsese
o faza critica pentru armata loiala regimului,
agentiile ruse si internationale de presa infor-
mau despre faptul ca, la cererea regimului din
Damasc, armata rusa, cu o avangarda operativa a
aviatiei de bombardament, intrase in actiune in
Siria, alaturi de fortele lui Bashar Al-Assad. Acti-
unile vizau terorismul reprezentat, din punctul
de vedere oficial al Moscovei si Damascului, de
opozitia siriana si de formatiunile jihadiste din
siajul ideologic al retelei Al-Qaida. In scurt timp
de la interventia militara ruseasca, echilibrul de
forte si avantaje pe front a fost refacut in favoa-
rea guvernului sirian, salvat, astfel, de la o pra-
busire inevitabila si readus pe o pozitie ofensiva,
soldata cu reinstaurarea controlului sau asupra
complexului strategic si tactic al frontului.

In conditiile in care, pe fondul evolutiilor din

Ucraina si Crimeea, relatiile dintre Federatia Ru-
sa si comunitatea occidentala erau puternic ten-
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sionate, iar economia nationala si nivelul de trai
al populatiei diminuau semnificativ efectul
sanctiunilor internationale, au fost firesti intre-
barile pe care analistii, comentatorii si cercurile
politice si le-au pus in legdtura cu motivele reale
care l-au determinat pe presedintele Vladimir
Putin sa angajeze Rusia Intr-o aventura militaris-
ta riscanta. Raspunsurile cele mai frecvente care
s-au dat s-au referit fie la dorinta Kremlinului de
a face din Siria o ,moneda de schimb” cu Occi-
dentul, de tipul ,Siria contra inchiderii dosarului
ucrainean”, fie la exploatarea interventiei pentru
a abate atentia opiniei publice din interior de la
degradarea accentuata a conditiilor de trai, fie, In
sfirsit, la traditia legaturilor bilaterale vechi si
consistente dintre fosta URSS si Siria aflata sub
conducerea lui Hafez Al-Assad, tatdl si mentorul
actualului sef al statului sirian, Bashar Al-Assad.

in aceeasi lung, de la tribuna Adunarii Generale
a ONU, Vladimir Putin adresa comunitatii inter-
nationale chemarea la cooperare si chiar la o ali-
anta multistatala de lupta impotriva terorismu-
lui islamist, inclusiv prin acordarea de sprijin
multinational regimurilor de la Bagdad si Da-
masc. Sprijinul era destinat contracararii si eli-
mindrii amenintarilor radicale reprezentate de
formatiunile gaidiste Jabhat Al-Nusra, in Siria si
Statul Islamic din Irak si Siria, devenit, cateva
luni mai tarziu, Califatul Statul Islamic. Cu acelasi
prilej si in exercitiul sau retoric, Vladimir Putin
condamna ,exportul democratiei occidentale”
considerat de presedintele rus drept unul din
principalii factori destabilizatori ai Orientului
Mijlociu si, ipso facto, element de facilitare a as-
censiunii si diseminadrii institutionalizate a peri-
colului extremist salafist. Asa cum s-a putut con-
stata la vremea respectiva si ulterior, campania
rusa anti-terorista s-a transformat, in scurta vre-
me,
intr-un razboi impotriva opozitiei siriene. Aceas-
ta transformare a adancit disensiunile si lipsa de
incredere a Occidentului si Statelor Unite, in
mod special, in intentiile reale ale conducerii de
la Moscova. O oferta a lui Vladimir Putin de a tri-
mite la Washington o delegatie condusa de pre-
mierul Dmitri Medvedev si de a primi la Mosco-
va o delegatie americana la acelasi nivel, pentru
discutarea si convenirea unei incheieri rapide a

razboiului sirian, nu a avut efectul scontat. Par-
tea americana a fost de acord cu participarea
doar la eventuale convorbiri militare tehnice,
pentru stabilirea unor aranjamente de evitare a
incidentelor aviatice Intre SUA si Federatia Rus3,
in spatiul aerian sirian.

Motivele care au determinat angajarea militara
a Rusiei in razboiul civil sirian sunt, cu certitudi-
ne, mult mai complexe si mai profunde decat ce-
le vehiculate In media si in comunicatele oficiale
destinate consumului public.

Trimiterea armatei ruse in Siria, pentru salva-
rea de la prabusire a regimului Bashar Al-Assad
si schimbarea radicala a evolutiei razboiului ci-
vil, a avut rolul politic de a demonstra ca statul
national rus a rendscut pe ruinele fostei Uniuni
Sovietice, ca din punct de vedere economic si al
abilitatilor si capacitatilor militare este o mare
putere globala si ca, gratie acestei renasteri, Fe-
deratia Rusa are potentialul de a influenta si ori-
enta echilibrul de forte In zone geografice de im-
portanta strategicd, asa cum este arealul Orien-
tului Mijlociu. Indirect, dar vizibil, politica exter-
nad a Moscovei si relationarea cu comunitatea oc-
cidentala au revenit la regulile jocului din vre-
mea Razboiului Rece, transpuse sub forma de
retoricd a democratiei si de autovictimizare, ca
pretext pentru escaladare. Primele manifestari
de experimentare a cestei ,renasteri” s-au con-
cretizat prin campaniile rusesti in Georgia si in
estul si sud-estul Ucrainei. In aceeasi directie se
inscriu re-militarizarea ruseasca masiva a Marii
Negre, adoptarea, in 2013, a ,Planului de Apara-
re a Federatiei Ruse”, reconstituirea Fortei Ope-
rative Permanente in Marea Mediterana, o inten-
sificare accelerata a cresterii capabilitatilor mili-
tare sofisticate si adoptarea politicii de avertiza-
re si amenintare la adresa altor state din vecina-
tatea mai apropiata sau mai Indepartata a
»spatiului vital” al Federatiei Ruse. Modernizarea
si largirea capacitatilor de operare ale portului
sirian Tartous si infiintarea bazei militare aerie-
ne ruse de la Hmeimim, in sud-estul orasului-
port Latakia, cu termen nelimitat de folosire ex-
clusiva, se circumscriu noii strategii de aparare
susmentionata.
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Experienta interventiei ruse in conflictul intern
din Siria trebuie privita si ca expresie a Moscovei
de a sustine un multilateralism global. In acest
sens, Federatia Rusa doreste sa aiba un aport
considerabil in abordarea si gestionarea marilor
probleme ale lumii contemporane si viitoare. Si
daca Vladimir Putin a reusit sa faca din regiunea
Orientului Mijlociu un partener cautat, aceasta
se datoreaza In buna masura caracterului prag-
matic si non-ideologic al politicii regionale pro-
movata de Moscova.

Ramane de vazut daca, atat Federatia Rusa, cat
si Statele Unite vor dovedi ca dispun de o strate-
gie vizionara, care sa depaseasca ,dosarul local”
al razboiului sirian si conflictele mozaicate ale
regiunii Orientului Mijlociu. De asemenea, rama-
ne de vazut daca, atat Moscova, cat si Washingto-
nul vor fi tras invatamintele rationale din criza
siriana pentru ca, In perspectiva, sa se gaseasca
un modus operandi in care razboiul rece si ame-
nintarea cu un razboi fierbinte sa nu mai faca
parte din recuzita de maine a actorilor globali ai
lumii multipolare.

SIRIA DE DUPA AMERICA:
CINE UMPLE ;VIDUL® LASAT N URMA?

Maher NABOULSI

Prin anuntul sau din decembrie anul trecut, pri-
vind retragerea celor cca. 2000 militari ameri-
cani din Siria ,pana la lichidarea ultimelor ra-
masite ale Statului Islamic”, presedintele Donald
Trump deschidea un nou santier aglomerat cu
constructori de supozitii si scenarii privitoare la
consecintele pe care decizia sa le va avea asupra
crizei din Siria si, prin ricoseu, asupra climatului
general din regiunea Orientului Mijlociu. ,,Eu nu
dau inapoi!” mai spunea Donald Trump, pentru a
risipi indoielile scepticilor. Dar a dat! De la
Jretragerea imediata” s-a trecut la ,retragerea
cat mai curand posibil”, care s-a transformat si
ea In ,retragerea In cateva luni” si, apoi, Intr-o
Jretragere partiala” care a insemnat mentinerea
in Siria a unui numar de 200 de militari ameri-
cani, anuntata tot de Donald Trump la 21 februa-
rie, pentru ca, la 23 februarie, numarul soldatilor
mentinuti sine die s3 creasci la 400. Intre timp,
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Administratia de la Washington a incercat sa
convinga aliatii europeni sa participle la consti-
tuirea unei forte de mentinere a pdcii, cu un efec-
tiv de 1.000 de persoane, care sa asigure pro-
tectie pentru fortele kurde aliate pe frontul anti-
terorist jihadist. Europa nu a raspuns. Cu un re-
zultat incert s-a soldat si ideea de creare a unei
zone tampon cu o profunzime de pana la 30 km
de-a lungul frontierei Siria-Turcia, configurata si
controlata de cartografii si de soldatii lui Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Pana la inceputul primaverii,
nici aceasta idee nu si-a gasit calea catre materi-
alizare.

Cei 2000 de militari, redusi la 400 si apoi la nu-
mai 200, care vor mai avea de asteptat Intoarce-
rea catre casa, sunt amplasati la Est de Eufrat, la
frontiera imaginara unde se intalnesc zonele de
control kurde, siriene si turcesti, precum si la
baza Al Tanf situata pe latura sudica a unghiului
format de frontierele Siria-lordania si Siria-Irak.

Pentru presedintele turc Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, decizia de retragere a prezentei militare
americane din Siria a fost receptata ca un semnal
ca americanii au intors, sau au intentia sa intoar-
ca definitiv pagina conflictului intern sirian.
Drept pentru care, Erdogan a ales sa recurga la o
combinatie complicata de manevre - de la presi-
uni politice, pana la operatiile militare ,Scutul
Eufratului” si ,Ramura de maslin” si la mobiliza-
rea pentru o ofensiva in zona orasului si distric-
tului Idlib. Ofensiva a avut ca scop strapungerea
decisiva si deschiderea unui cap de pod durabil
in regiunea situata la est de fluviul Eufrat, care
sa asigure Ankarei, pe termen lung, un rol con-
sistent In evolutiile siriene si regionale. Pe fon-
dul ezitarilor succesive ale presedintelui Donald
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Trump, liderul de la Ankara a fost nevoit sa inte-
leaga si sa accepte ca tot ceea ce nu a reusit sa
realizeze In prezenta americanilor va fi mai greu,
daca nu imposibil de realizat in absenta acesto-
ra. Initiind o Intdlnire tripartita la Moscova a
minstrilor de Externe din Turcia, Federatia Rusa
si Iran, Erdogan a sperat c3, in perspectiva pleca-
rii americanilor, il va putea convinge pe Vladimir
Putin sa-i sustina planurile privitoare la aranja-
mentele post-conflict in estul Eufratului si de-a
lungul frontierei cu Siria, adica in teritoriul con-
trolat de etnia kurda pe care Erdogan o conside-
ra, prin traditie, o ,amenintare existentiala” la
adresa unitatii teritoriale si securitatii nationale
a Turciei.

Reuniunea ministeriald la nivelul diplomatilor-
sefi ai celor trei aliati s-a incheiat printr-un con-
sens formal asupra principiilor discursive, fara
ca segmentul pragmatic si al detaliilor sa se ridi-
ce la inaltimea asteptarilor baskanului Erdogan.
Nu s-a putut ajunge la un consens nici In ceea ce
priveste soarta orasului strategic Manjib, unde,
cu lumina verde de la Moscova si cot la cot cu
iranienii si kurzii, regimul lui Bashar Al-Assad a
declansat o cursa pentru recucerirea acestui am-
plasament (pe care, deja, 1l controleaza). Pentru
a umple paharul obsesiilor turcesti, adminis-
tratia americana a cerut foarte raspicat aliatului
de la Bosfor sa se abtina de la orice act indezira-
bil impotriva kurzilor si sa nu execute nicio
actiune militara la Est de Eufrat decat cu insti-
intarea si cu acordul prealabil al Washingtonu-
lui.

Cu toate acestea si spre deosebire de partea
americana care, comparativ cu revendicarile tur-
cesti privind controlul in zonele kurde, nu a ac-
ceptat decat organizarea de patrule comune tur-
co-americane de supraveghere a neutralitatii
acestei zone, aliatul rus si-a dat acordul de prin-
cipiu asupra instituirii zonei de securitate, in
conditii similare cu stipulatiile unui mai vechi
acord (Acordul de la Adana) convenit la 20 oc-
tombrie 1998 intre Siria, condusa de Hafez Al-
Assad si Turcia. Aceasta alternativd nu este
agreatd de partea americana.

Sinuozitatile si serpentinele create de cerintele
Turciei si de divergentele dintre pozitiile aceste-
ia si cele americane, pe de o parte, si intre Fede-

ratia Rusa si Statele Unite, pe de alta parte, nu
sunt decat o parte componenta a unei competitii
complicate si acerbe pentru influenta si pentru
distribuirea noilor roluri , post-americane” intre
actorii implicati pe esichierul crizei siriene. Ad-
ministratia de la Washington este preocupata sa-
si asigure o pozitie decisiva In trasarea viitoarei
harti a influentelor dupa retragerea militara din
Siria, In conditiile in care doua linii rosii guver-
neaza interesele si demersurile americane. Este
vorba, in primul rand, de recunoasterea si accep-
tarea, voitd sau nu, de catre planificatorii si deci-
dentii de la Casa Alba a ,status quo-ului rusesc”
instituit in Siria si, in al doilea rand, este vorba
de insistenta cu care Donald Trump se preocupa
de consacrarea, cu acordul tacit al lui Vladimir
Putin, a rolului pe care Israelul trebuie sa-1 poata
juca, fara piedici, in Siria. Rolul Israelului presu-
pune combaterea prezentei militare iraniene in
Siria si impiedicarea oricarei apropieri a efecti-
velor iraniene la mai putin de 60 kilometri de
linia de demarcatie din Platoul Golan. Dar, la
aceste doua coordonate se adauga alte doua ele-
mente variabile, nesigure si schimbatoare. Unul
se refera la refuzul categoric de catre SUA a ori-
carui rol si a oricarei prezente a Iranului in Siria
sau la reducerea la maximum a acestui rol, ga-
rantat de Federatia Rusa si limitat, cel mult, doar
la relatii cu guvernul sirian, care sa nu aiba nici
un grad de nocivitate pentru interesele de secu-
ritate ale statului israelian. Cel de-al doilea se
refera la Turcia careia administratia de la Was-
hington nu ii respinge un rol si o prezenta pe esi-
chierul sirian, cu conditiile fundamentale ca An-
kara sa inceteze intentiile belicoase Tmpotriva
etnicilor kurzi, pe de o parte si sa ramana un
membru activ si fidel al axei americano-
atlantice.

Din perspectiva celor de mai sus, se poate spu-
ne ca dosarul sirian se gaseste, in continuare,
intr-un taram al nisipurilor miscatoare, de sub
care poate sa reizbucneasca la suprafata fie cu-
noscutele idei ale scindarii teritoriale si confesi-
onale, fie scinteile unor noi incendii care sa in-
departeze perspectivele pacii si linistii catre Si-
ria si catre renasterea sa din cenusa.
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Speraniele plerdute ale malaysienilor $i
Clenciul 22* al coalli{iecl Pakatan Harapam

Murray HUNTER
Opozitia malaysiana a
avut nevoie de mai bi-
ne de o generatie ca sa
poata rasturna guver-
nul condus de Organi-
zatia Nationala Unita
Malaysiana (ONUM)/Barisan Nasional (BN).

In moscheile, cafenelele si pietele malysiene
predomina o atmosfera de speranta si schimba-
re, de cAnd Dr. Mahathir Mohamed l-a demis din

functia de vice-premier pe Anwar Ibrahim
(1998).

Demonstratiile organizate de Anwar Ibrahim si
sustinatorii sai dupa demitere au dus la forma-
rea miscarii Reformasi. Miscarea Reformasi a
militat initial in favoarea demisiei lui Mahathir si
pentru a pune capat coruptiei si nepotismului.
Ulterior, miscarea si-a extins agenda incluzand o
serie de politici populiste care se pronuntau in
favoarea schimbarii. Acest moment de sfidare a
luat sfarsit odata cu arestarea lui Anwar Ibrahim
de catre fortele speciale, In septembrie 1998, du-
pa incheierea unor demonstratii in forta pe stra-
zile capitalei Kuala Lumpur. Incepand cu acea
data, numele lui Anwar Ibrahim a devenit sino-
nim cu reforma malaysiana. Evenimentele au dat
nastere Partidului ,Keadilan Rakyat” (PKR) si
campaniei cunoscuta sub numele de ,Eliberati-1
pe Anwar”.

Anwar a reusit sa creeze o coalitie formata din
ONG-uri si partide de opozitie, care sa lupte im-
potriva guvernului condus de Mahathir si BN, la
timp pentru alegerile din 1999. Lupta din timpul
alegerilor a fost acerba, populatia ajungand sa
creada c3, intr-o buna zi, opozitia va reusi sa ras-
toarne guvernul condus de BN, care se afla la pu-
tere din 1957.

Miscarea Reformasi a intampinat, la randul ei
greutdti, insa retragerea de la putere a lui Ma-
hathir in 2003, a condus, in cadrul alegerilor din

2004, la castigul rasunator al succesorului sau,
Ahmad Badawi. Badawi a promis sa adopte
schimbarea, sa reduca nivelul coruptiei, punand
bazele unei platforme pentru reforma sociala,
adepta a ideologiei Islam Hadhari (islam social,
moderat). Sprijinul considerabil al electoratului
a carui incredere In BN renascuse a asigurat, la
alegeri, inlaturarea aproape in totalitate a forte-
lor de opozitie. Popularitatea lui Balawi a avut
un efect deprimant asupra opozitiei, determi-
nand-o ca, pentru o perioada de timp, sa renunte
la lupta.

Cu toate acestea, perioada de gratie pe care po-
porul i-a acordat-o lui Balawi a luat sfarsit, fiind
inlocuita de gafe si scandaluri. Acestea au luat
amploare si datorita influentei bloggerilor si me-
diei alternative, care il ironizau pe Balawi si 1i
expuneau stilul de viata extravagant.

Opozitia a profitat de populatia dezamagita
pentru a prinde putere si a castiga de partea sa,
in cadrul alegerilor din 2008, un numar suficient
de guvernorate, aspect care a generat cresterea
considerabild a numarului de reprezentanti in
Parlamentul Federal. Castigul opozitiei in state
precum Kedah, Penang, Perak, si Selangor i-a de-
terminat pe multi sa creada ca aceasta ar putea
prelua si Guvernul Federal.

Folosind drept scuza activitatea slaba ca premi-
er a lui Badawi, la nivelul anului 2009, Dr. Ma-
hathir Mohamed a Intreprins demersuri de inlo-
cuire a acestuia din functie, sprijinind candidatu-
ra lui Najib Razak. Acesta din urma a promovat
conceptul de Satu Malaysia (1Malaysia/Malaysia
Unitd) care promova echilibrul etnic, unitatea
nationald si conducerea eficienta. Conceptul a
fost primit foarte bine la Inceput, considerat ca
fiind foarte atractiv. In timp, ins3, s-a dovedit lip-
sit de substanta. Secretele lui Najib, printre care
afacerea submarinului ,Scorpion” si asasinarea
lui Shaariibuugiin Altantuyaa au iesit la iveal3,
slabindu-i autoritatea si diminuandu-i imaginea

* ,Catch 22", deseori tradus ,Clenciul 22”: trimitere la romanul satira cu acelasi titlu scris de Joseph Heller si publicat in 11 noiem-

brie 1961
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de politician respectat.

Campania alegerilor din 2013 s-a disputat intre
cele doua coalitii majoritare - BN, condusa de
Najib Razak si Pakatan Harapan, condusa de An-
war Ibrahim. La acea vreme, opozitia a obtinut
mai multe voturi populare decat coalitia aflata la
guvernare.

Pe durata alegerilor, comunitatea resimtea ae-
rul schimbarii. Anwar a profitat de acest lucru
modelandu-si discursul electoral. Acesta a acu-
zat coalitia de guvernare ca transporta munci-
tori straini care sa voteze in favoarea BN, din
Sabah, in peninsuld, prin intermediul unor avi-
oane fantoma apartinand companiei aeriene Air
Asia. Aceste afirmatii au iritat electoratul, care a
pornit atacuri Impotriva asa numitilor alegatori
fantoma. Aceste acuzatii nu au putut fi dovedite
nici In ziua de azi, fiind utilizate cu scopul con-
vingerii populatiei ca opozitia a fost neindrepta-
tita. Anwar Ibrahim a anuntat victoria partidului
sau Tnainte de rezultatul alegerilor, in asa fel in-
cat sa evidentieze ca acestea au fost fraudate.

In 2015, platforma jurnalistici on-line Sarawak
Report, alaturi de cotidianul The Sunday Times
au facut publice date referitoare la ,scandalul
1Malysia Development Berhad” (1MDB). Infor-
matiile il incriminau pe Najib Razak si 1l caracte-
rizau drept ,cel mai mare escroc”. Najib a inchis
sectoare semnificative ale mass media locale si a
demis Procurorul General, inainte ca acesta din
urma sa emita acuzatii la adresa sa.

Mahathir a mobilizat din nou forte, in vederea
destituirii lui Najib Razak. Acesta a creat Parti-
dul Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (PPBM) cu ajuto-
rul unui numar de politicieni care au parasit
ONUM si s-au alaturat coalitiei Pakatan Harapan,
condusa de rivalul sau Anwar Ibrahim.

Alegerile din 2018 au insemnat competitia din-
tre Mahathir si Najib In urma careia atat analistii
politici, cat si publicul larg au crezut ca Najib va
ramane la putere. Procesul electoral parea sa fie
insotit de un sentiment de apatie si dezamagire,
insa prezenta la vot a fost de 82%, aproape la fel
de ridicata ca la alegerile din 2013. Pakatan Ha-
rapan l-a invins pe longevivul Najib Razak. Po-
pulatia, placut surprinsa a sarbatorit in strada.
Multi malaysieni considerau ca vor avea parte
de schimbarea si de reformele mult dorite.

Pakatan - Clenciul 88

Infrangerea suferitd de guvernul condus de BN
a evidentiat varietatea electoratului malaysian.
Grupuri de alegatori au decis sa paraseasca BN
invocand motive diverse. Etnicii acestui stat au
vazut, in eliminarea BN, finalul unei ere caracte-
rizata drept era ,apartheid” si momentul in care
toti cetatenii ar urma sa aiba drepturi egale.
Acest principiu a stat si la baza uneia din
»promisiunile” PH din campania electorala. La
polul opus, populatia din mediul urban, clasa
muncitoare si clasa de mijloc traiesc cu speranta
ca Dr. Mahathir va scoate tara din ,mizeria” in
care se afla. Totusi, alegatorii din zonele rurale
ale Malaysiei, In special cei din Kelantan si Te-
rengganu, nu au parasit BN pentru PH, ci s-au
inscris in Partidul Islam Se-Malaysiai (PAS). Ale-
gatorii din Perlis au ramas fideli BN.

La acest moment, alegatorii malaysieni au tre-
cut printr-un proces de polarizare, Iimpartindu-
se in doua tabere - cei care isi doresc un stat
unitar si cei care sunt in favoarea unui stat gu-
vernat pe criterii etnice - aspect care pune pro-
bleme guvernului condus de PH.

O mare parte a alegatorilor considera ca refor-
ma reprezinta o amenintare la adresa privilegii-
lor de care au parte. Faptul ca au avut parte de
educatie si mostenire politica vreme de trei ge-
neratii, le-a creat acest sentiment ca sunt in-
dreptatiti sa aiba parte de privilegii. Sentimentul
in cauza este foarte bine inradacinat la populatia
din mediul rural. Acesta este exploatat din punct
de vedere politic Intr-o asemenea masura, incat
coalitia aflatda la guvernare a trebuit sa amane
deciziile legate de casatoria minorilor si sa
schimbe decizia referitoare la ratificarea Con-
ventiei internationale privind eliminarea tuturor
formelor de discriminare rasiali. In plus, guver-
nul condus de PH se afla sub presiunea membri-
lor Casei Regale a Malaysiei, ceea ce a condus la
lipsa ratificarii Statutului de la Roma si la demi-
sia lui Osman Sapian, prim-ministrul statului
malaysian Johor.

Coalitia de la guvernare se afla in situatia in ca-
re orice decizie politica si orice reforma trebuie
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sa corespunda ,viziunii Bumiputera” si sa fie
agreate de familia regala si anturajul acesteia.
Din aceasta cauza guvernul taraganeaza adopta-
rea unei reforme electorale bazata pe principiul
»un vot un punct/un om un vot”, care ar avea ca
rezultat diminuarea puterii fortelor de opozitie
in procesul de reforma politica. Fara o reforma
electorald, orice schimbare a politicilor va favo-
riza noua coalitie formata din ONUM si PAS, ai
carei membri si mostenire politica favorizeaza
electoratul format din etnici din zone rurale.
Coalitia de guvernamant trebuie sa ia masuri ur-
gente In privinta implementarii reformei electo-
rale pentru a contracara puterea electorilor con-
servatori. In prezent, un vot din zonele rurale
valoreaza de patru ori mai mult decat un vot din
zonele urbane. Acest dezechilibru ofera avantaje
considerabile aliantei ONUM-PAS, aspect care va
impiedica Pakatan Harapan sa avanseze orice tip
de reforma aflata pe agenda de guvernare.

Cu toate acestea, cele mai recente stiri privind
reforma electorala din aceasta tara anunta ca
Programul Natiunilor Unite pentru Dezvoltare si
Comisia Electorala vor lansa un studiu electoral
comun abia in urmatoarele luni, cu efecte asupra
longevitatii actualului guvern.

k3% %k

Pe aceeasi tema:

Lipsa de actiune in ceea ce priveste reforma
electorala poate duce la concluzia ca cele mai
recente alegeri generale din Malaysia au avut loc
nu din necesitatea implementarii unei reforme,
ci doar din dorinta schimbarilor gruparilor aflate
la putere. Guvernul PH actioneaza, in multe pri-
vinte, la fel ca cel anterior. Actul reformei fnain-
tat de Consiliul Inteleptilor a fost abrogat de Le-
gea Secretului de Stat, ceea ce demonstreaza ca
noul guvern nu duce o politicd bazata pe tran-
sparentd. Legea privind seditiunea nu a fost
abrogatg, fiind utilizata pentru a actiona in justi-
tie oponentii politici. Agentia Anticoruptie inca
nu se poate decide pe cine sa condamne in mod
special. Ministrilor din actualul cabinet li s-au
retras rapid acuzatiile de coruptie. Persoane ale-
se pe criterii politice sunt si acum numite in
fruntea organismelor statutare si a companiilor
care fac afaceri cu statul.
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PPBM si PKR sunt partide politice care se asea-
mana foarte bine cu ONUM chiar si in ceea ce
priveste politicile si certurile interne. Din cauza
celor care au parasit ONUM si s-au alaturat
PPBM, cele doua partide au ajuns sa semene din
ce in ce mai mult unul cu celalalt.

Pentru a veni in apararea partidului aflat la
conducerii statului, este de mentionat faptul ca
Dr. Mahathir a depus eforturi intense pentru a
constitui un guvern functional, cu membri apar-
tinand unor formatiuni politice diversificate. Cu
toate acestea, multi membri ai cabinetului sunt
lipsiti de experientd, sectorul civil este inert si
lipsit de energie, in interiorul sau vehiculandu-se
zvonuri privind dorinta de sabotare a noului gu-
vern.

Chiar daca Dr. Mahathir a revenit la putere, re-
formarea unor institutii care nu au fost construi-
te corespunzator si care adapostesc acoliti inefi-
cienti, partizani ai fostei guvernari, este foarte
dificila. Este tulburator sa observi ca aceiasi aco-
liti sunt Inca numiti In functii de conducere. Este
evident ca ,vechea garda” se afla in fruntea nou-
lui guvern, ceea ce ii confera o aura de ,inapoi in
viitor”. Rivalitatile din trecut se regasesc si in
prezent. Lupta pentru putere din anii ‘90, dintre
Anwar si Mahathir continua si In ziua de azi. Jo-
curile strategice par a un fi semn distinctiv al no-
ului guvern. Foarte multe persoane sunt dez-
amagite pentru cd nu au primit locuri de munca
bine platite si pozitii importante. In consecint3,
Cabinetul PH este mai mult unul de tranzitie, nu
de reforma. Tara trebuie sa marcheze trecerea
timpului, pana cand Anwar Ibrahim va deveni
premier. Poporul malaysian asteapta pe cineva
care, la momentul de fata, nu detine nicio functie
in guvern; asteaptd pe cineva necunoscut. Anwar
Ibrahim este ministrul educatiei care a introdus
invatamantul gimnazial in dialectul malay, ceea
ce, conform multor opinii, a deteriorat sistemul
educational malaysian. Anwar este politicianul
care a militat pentru interventia Fondului Mone-
tar International in criza financiara asiatica din
1997. Anwar este cunoscut ca persoana care isi
schimba parerea In functie de cine il asculta.

Luand in considerare actiunile si pozitiile lui
Anwar de-a lungul anilor se poate spune ca aces-
ta nu este un conducator vizionar, ci mai degra-
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problemele sociale,
economice si financia-
re.

Pe de cealalta parte, Najib cauta o solutie politi-
ca la problemele sale, nu una legala. Alegatorii
de azi 1l prefera. Coalitia ONUM-PAS 1i va crea
parghiile necesare sa atraga de partea lui electo-
ratul din partea insulara a Malaysiei. Guvernul
condus de PH comite erori, ale caror efecte au
fost vizibile In cadrul ultimelor doua runde de
alegeri suplimentare. Najib este constient de
faptul ca Mahathir nu va fi oponentul sau in ca-
drul viitoarelor alegeri. Cel mai probabil acesta
va fi Anwar, despre care se stie ca a comis nume-
roase gafe strategice pe durata alegerilor din
anii trecuti.

Malaysienii isi pierd increderea rapid in noul
guvern, mai ales din cauza mostenirii politice a
etnicilor, aspect recurent. In asteptarea noului
lider, coalitia de la guvernare si liderul sau actu-
al si-au reluat politicile din anii ‘80 si ‘90, care
includ masini zburatoare, inrautatirea situatiei
din Singapore, afinitatea fata de Occident, priva-
tizarea si crearea unui guvern secret. Din aceas-
ta cauza, reformele economice si cele ale pietei
nu se afla pe agenda, chiar daca unele dintre
acestea sunt realizabile.

Discriminarea institutionala ia amploare in loc
sa fie eradicatda. Mostenirea politica despre care
membrii PH au vorbit in timpul campaniei elec-
torale s-a evaporat. ,Gandirea nationald” se
transforma in ,gandire insulara”.

Malaysienii si-au pierdut din nou sperantele.

https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/my.htm

Despre autor: Murray Hunter este inovator,
antreprenor, autor notabil si profesor asociat la
Universitatea HatYai din orasul Hat Yai, provin-
cial Songkhla, Tailanda.

Japonia = un gigan econemic
aparent neinsemmna

Dr. Masahiro MATSUMURA

\ In politica globald tumultuoa-
sa din ziua de azi, o politica
2 extrem de mediatizatd, Japo-
nia, un stat statornic si apa-
rent neinsemnat, nu isi prea face simtita prezen-
ta. Cu toate acestea, Japonia este cel mai mare
creditor din lume, jucand un rol semnificativ in
schimburile comerciale, in investitii directe si In
oferirea de asistenta economica. Japonia si-a
consolidat statutul de lider economic prin elimi-
narea, aproape in totalitate, a creditelor neper-
formante din sectorul bancar si a altor vulnera-
bilitati structurale. Aceste probleme au fost acu-
mulate de-a lungul celor doua , decade pierdute”,
urmare a crizei financiare de la Inceputul anilor
’90.

Haideti sa aruncam o privire folosindu-ne de
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cele cinci concepte elaborate de prof. Djawed
Sangdel. A bate moneda pe faptul ca datoriile
publice ale Japoniei sunt cele mai mari din lume
(aproape 240% din PIB), nu este corect, deoare-
ce activele publice ale acesteia se ridica la 200%
din PIB, iar obligatiunile de stat de la Banca Cen-
trala a Japoniei (practic parte a guvernului) se
ridica la peste 80%. La acestea se adauga si
cursul stabil al monedei locale (,yen”) si doban-
zile mici, pe termen lung.

Pe de alta parte, SUA se confrunta cu probleme
tot mai mari de ordin structural in randul active-
lor, probleme cauzate de falimentul bancii
Lehman Brothers, in 2008 si de criza financiara
care a urmat, inregistrand o crestere de scurta
durati a fluxului de lichidititi. In aceeasi situatie
se afla si Uniunea Europeana care se confruntg,
in continuare, cu probleme grave de ordin struc-
tural, aflandu-se intr-o recesiune permanenta.
Pe cale de consecintd, SUA si UE controleaza mai
putin politicile economice externe, fiind ocupate
cu obtinerea sau psstrarea avantajelor comparative,
prin interactiune strategica, utilizata in mod spe-
cial in activitati de ordin comercial.

Strategia de ,Indsprire cantitativa”, adoptata de
SUA, UE si de bancile centrale japoneze creeaza
probleme statelor membre BRICS si celor cu eco-
nomii aflate in curs de dezvoltare. Aceste proble-
me apar si la finantarea investitiilor si progra-
melor pentru dezvoltare, agravate de reducerea
pietelor de desfacere din SUA si UE.

Yuanul chinez are un curs fix fata de cel al dola-
rului, rezerva de yuani a Chinei bazandu-se de
cea in dolari. Prin urmare, China se Indreapta
catre o recesiune grava, fiind afectata si de raz-
boiul comercial cu SUA. Astfel ca, In octombrie
2018, China si-a schimbat total politica fata de
Japonia, incheind un acord de schimb valutar
prin care Japonia se ofera sa asigure Chinei trei
trilioane de yeni (mai putin de 270 miliarde do-
lari), In cazul in care se va confrunta cu o criza
de lichiditati.

Privind mai atent la relatia recenta dintre Japo-
nia si China, progresul constant al Japoniei este
mai vizibil. Inainte de reconcilierea oficiald din
octombrie 2018, cele doua state au concurat pe
plan economic, la acelasi nivel, vreme de cativa
ani. Concurenta se baza pe ajutor si dezvoltare,
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concepte incluse in programul ,One Belt One
Road”, coordonat de China si in programul rival
,Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy”, coordonat
de Japonia.

China intampina greutati semnificative din cau-
za faptului ca multe state care investeau sau
erau implicate in proiectele pentru dezvoltare
coordonate de aceasta fie au renuntat, fie si-au
redus, fie si-au amanat participarea. Aceste state
au fost Impinse in ,capcana chineza a datoriilor”,
astfel ca multe proiecte s-au dovedit a fi ne-
sustenabile din punct de vedere financiar, ecolo-
gic si social. China este nevoita din ce In ce mai
mult sa finanteze proiecte pentru dezvoltare, din
cauza diminuadrii mai putin vizibile, dar semnifi-
cative a rezervelor sale in dolari, diminuare care,
teoretic, este protejata de imprumuturile strai-
ne. China a reusit sa atraga mai bine de 90 de
state dezvoltate si aflate in curs de dezvoltare,
utilizand drept fatada rezervele valutare uriase,
astfel determinandu-le sa adere la Banca Asiati-
ca de Investitii in Infrastructura. Insa China nu a
reusit sa convinga Japonia si SUA, adica cel mai
mare creditor din lume si statul cu cea mai stabi-
1a moneda si cele mai dezvoltate piete financiare
si de obligatiuni. Neavand fonduri si personal
suficiente BAII nu poate finanta proiecte decat
cu ajutorul Bancii Mondiale si al Bancii Asiatice
pentru Dezvoltare. Colaborarea este necesara
pentru obtinerea unui rating de credit care sa
poata acorda sprijin specific pietelor financiare
internationale.

La polul opus, Japonia a indemnat China sa res-
pecte standardele internationale in materie de
ajutor si dezvoltare si a fost de acord, in octom-
brie 2018, sa-si coordoneze politicile fata de
aceasta tara doar in conditiile de mai sus. Avand
in vedere ca multe state care beneficiaza de aju-
tor din partea Japoniei nu mai sunt state cu veni-
turi mici, aceasta se va orienta catre cresterea
calitatii ajutorului si dezvoltarii furnizate, prin
sustinerea cooperarii dintre sectoarele public si
privat.

In plus, Japonia are ca rol principal mentinerea
prezentului statut al sistemului economic inter-
national - liber si deschis. Luptand contra curen-
telor populist si protectionist de tipul ,America
First” promovat de presedintele american Do-
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nald Trump, Japonia a reusit sa puna bazele
Acordului de Liber-schimb Transpacific. Ulteri-

fie atenta la ,neinsemnata” Japonie.

or, dupa retragerea brusca a SUA din acord,
acesta fost redenumit Parteneriatul Transpacific
Global si Progresist (TPP). Pe langa TPP, Japonia
a reusit sa incheie si Acordul de Parteneriat Eco-
nomic cu Uniunea Europeana.

Pe scurt, influenta si puterea economica exerci-

tate de Japonia vor avea efecte remarcabile, cel

Despre autor: Dr. Masahiro MATSUMURA Profe-
sor universitar in cadrul Facultatii de Drept de
pe langa Universitatea St. Andrei
(MomoyamaGakuinDaigaku) din Osaka, Japonia.
Expert in politica internationala si securitate
nationala.

putin pe termen mediu. Totusi, acest stat nu este
ferit de riscuri si probleme. Pe termen scurt,
evolutia Japoniei
nu va fi rasuna-
toare si va trece,
probabil, neob- /=
servatd mai ales
datorita faptului : ‘
cd puterea si in- 1 | ' T
fluenta pe plan”
economic s-ar pu-
tea diminua din
cauza riscurilor si
crizelor de ordin
geopolitic. Pute-
rea si influenta ar
putea fi afectate si
din cauza intere-
selor birocratice
ascunse care im-
piedica consolida-
rea datoriilor si
bunurilor publice
imense. Oprirea ~
UAER
procesului de wx
consolidare  re- ./
prezinta un risc
major, deoarece
poate duce la apa-
ritia unei crize de
lichiditati. Pe ter-
men lung, Japonia
trebuie sa identi-
fice o ecuatie soci-
ala care sa faca
fata ratei scazute
a natalitatii si lon-
gevitatii crescute.
Lumea trebuie sa
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Military Intelligenee in Campaign 19497
James NOONE,

is a distinguished graduate of the United States National War College, Class of ‘95

The Levantine coast is perhaps the most blood-drenched landscape in the world. Babylonians,

Egyptians, Hittites, Greeks, Romans, Crusaders, Arabs, Philistines, Jews and many others have
fought and died in this strategic crossroad between Asia, Europe, and Africa. Today’s ongoing crisis
in the Levant eerily mirrors dozens of earlier conflicts, including the British World War I Levant

In 1917, the teetering central government on the brink of collapse was that of the Ottoman Em-

I

Campaign fought 100 years ago.!
pire. Like today’s regime in Damascus, Istanbul’s government held on in large part due to military
support from its powerful ally to the north, Germany. The Western Allies pressing on multiple
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fronts to defeat Germany and its allies in Central Europe then were seeking regime change on the
southeastern frontier of what would become the Republic of Turkey in 1923.

But the Allies had been frustrated, as they are today, in their attempts to identify reliable allies
among the Arab entities opposed to the Ottoman.

However, the United Kingdom, the leading Western nation in the region, had a huge force multi-
plier in the conflict: state of the art military intelligence. The British had honed their techniques
for building spy networks, intercepting communications, conducting strategic reconnaissance, and
performing deception operations during three years of conflict with the German-led Central Pow-
ers.

Although initially under-resourced and disorganized, by 1917 British intelligence, with access to
the newest technologies, possessed true all-source intelligence capabilities enhanced by its West-
ern partners and by Jewish and Arab spy networks. After three years of losses and stalemates, the
British had finally managed to effectively integrate most of these intelligence capabilities at a little
known yet pivotal battle of the Palestine Campaign, the Battle for Beersheba in October 1917. Mili-
tary intelligence and deception proved to be keys to the Allies’ success during their third attempt
that year to penetrate the Turk’s Gaza-to-Beersheba defensive line. (See below.)
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The views, opinions, and findings of the author expressed in this article should not be construed as
asserting or implying US government endorsement of its factual statements and interpretations or
representing the official positions of any component of the United States government.
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The Strategic Setting

The strategic rationale for the Palestine Campaign and the timing for the third battle of Gaza were
determined by developments outside of the Levant. Ironically, since the Crimean War (1854-56)
the United Kingdom had been a major proponent of sustaining the Ottoman Empire, which was al-
so known as the “Sick Man of Europe.” Similarly, in 1908, many secular “Young Turks” felt deep
ideological ties to the West.

However, more conservative Turkish nationalists were skeptical, pointing to a string of Ottoman
territorial losses to European nations in the Balkans and the Italian invasion of modern day Libya.
Moreover, Istanbul was well aware of historical Russian avarice for Ottoman territory, especially
the Turkish Straits through which Russia could gain access to the Mediterranean Sea. Those fac-
tors, recent German investments in Ottoman infrastructure networks, and German battlefield suc-
cesses at the opening of World War [, drove the Turkish government to an alliance with the Kaiser
and declaration of war against the Allies on 31 October 1914, two days after German ships bom-
barded Russian territory on the Black Sea coast.

Within days of Turkey’s engagement in the war, the British began a naval campaign to force open-
ing of the well-defended Turkish Straits to Russian and Allied war ships and commerce. The cam-
paign was also expected to lead to the capture of Istanbul and the withdrawal of Turkey from the
war. Unable early in 1915 to penetrate the defenses of the Dardanelles, the western-most of the
Turkish Straits, and lacking a substantial troop component, the naval campaign failed and led to a
decision to attempt, beginning in late April, to take the Gallipoli Peninsula, which formed the north-
ern shore of the Dardanelles.

Logistical support for the Gallipoli Campaign, which ended in costly failure eight months later,
came from bases in Egypt, a former Ottoman client state which Britain had occupied in 1869. Fol-
lowing the evacuation of British forces from Gallipoli in January 1916, British attention shifted
from the Turkish Straits to the Turkish southeastern flank, which we now refer to as the Middle
East.

There, the British attention was turned to defending Mesopotamia and operating in the Levant. A
Levant Campaign was necessary to secure continued access to the Suez Canal and defend the Sinai
Peninsula, which the British had taken two years to take back from Turkish forces that had occu-
pied it in January 1915. The canal was the lifeline to both British possessions in the Persian Gulf
and to India, “the Jewel in the Crown” of the British Empire.

In addition, the March 1917 abdication of Russia’s Tsar Nicholas II and the chaotic situation in the
country increased British concerns about a Russian declaration of peace, which would free up mas-
sive numbers of Turkish troops defending against Russia in the Caucasus. Britain feared these forc-
es would be shifted to Mesopotamia to retake Baghdad, which they had only recently recaptured.
Therefore, an offensive along the Levantine coast was seen as a means of diverting Turkish forces
to Palestine and relieving pressure on Baghdad.

Most importantly, the war in Western Europe was not going well and civilian morale was flagging.
Although two attempts in the spring of 1917 to move up from the Sinai Peninsula to take Gaza had
failed, British Prime Minister David Lloyd George told his new commanding general in the region,
Sir Edmund Allenby, that “he wanted Jerusalem as a Christmas present for the British nation.”z Al-
lenby’s first step in achieving that prize would be to dismantle the Turk’s Gaza-to-Beersheba line of
defense.

2. Michael Korda, Hero: The Life and Legend of Lawrence of Arabia (Harper, 2010), 297.
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Looking Back: British Intelligence Ramps Up

Before the outbreak of war, most of Britain’s intelligence capabilities and processes were modern
in the terms of the day; however, knowledge of Turkey in government was almost non-existent. In
1929, Sir Winston Churchill wrote in The Aftermath, “I can recall no great sphere of policy about
which the British government was less completely informed than the Turkish.”3 The reasons for
such ignorance are unclear as the British had been working with Turkish officials for years, includ-
ing, for example, a British admiral who had been reorganizing the Turkish Navy right up to the
outbreak of the war.*

Clearly, there were at least some senior officials in Britain with a deep understanding of the Turk-
ish military. Fortunately for the British, they did actively pursue British civilians who could offer
deep insights into the Arab world. Unfortunately, the government also set up a convoluted intelli-
gence structure for the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF), which the Brits had established in
March 1916 after the failure on Gallipoli. Originally formed of 14 divisions, the force served as a
strategic reserve for the British, who transferred many of its divisions to the Western Front.

Brig. Gen. Sir Gilbert Clayton was the chief military spymaster in Cairo. With the formation of the
EEF, he came to have three commanders: British High Commissioner Henry McMahon; Governor
General of the Sudan Reginald Wingate; and the EEF’s commander (initially General Sir Archibald
James Murray and then led, after June 1917, by Edmund Allenby, a veteran of numerous cam-
paigns on the Western Front). Clayton’s organization actually had different titles under each of his

three “masters.”2 This h s Mili i could have dimin-
ished his effectiveness, The EEF’s Military Intelligence Department (MID) . but the experi-

enced Clayton—who ¥ conta.medl onI)./ 4 dhal];ldqzenl I(.)ﬂ'lcers W had served in the
region in civilian and bAukami b ly suited to the intelligence mission. military ~ capaci-

ties almost continuously since joining the British Army in 1895—used this ambiguity to his ad-
vantageb.

The EEF’s Military Intelligence Department (MID), which answered to the commander of the EEF
in Cairo, was led by Clayton and contained only a half dozen officers, but they were highly compe-
tent. Two of them were concurrently serving as members of Parliament. Two others were unique-
ly suited to the intelligence mission. One, a newly commissioned officer in the army and soon to
become legendary, T. E. Lawrence, was an archaeologist. He had been living and traveling in the
region years before the war broke out and had learned Arabic. The other was an army veteran sea-
soned by campaigns in the UK’s African possessions in the previous century, Richard Meinertzha-
gene.

Early in the war, Lawrence held a dreary desk job in Cairo but he embarked on what in today’s
parlance would be called an extremely career-enhancing rotational assignment, and gleefully ac-

a. Commander Murray, Clayton was also maintaining a direct correspondence to the British Foreign Office. The chain of command
was eventually, at least partially, clarified. By June of 1916, Britain’s military focus had clearly shifted from Sudan to Egypt. This
enabled Murray to successfully insist that Wingate and McMahon cut off all direct contact with Cairo military intelligence. (Shefty,
130-31).

b. Based on 28 years of experience as a federal government manager, my observation is that anyone who has two government boss-
es is probably not spending 50 percent of his or her time on either leader’s priorities. Similarly, Clayton’s lack of a clear chain of
command allowed him to, by and large, pursue his own priorities.

c. Meinertzhagen came to be seen after the war as something of a hero, in large measure the product of his own published war dia-
ries and some uncritical biographies. The veracity of his diary entries have credibly been called into question, most notably in Brian
Garfield’s Meinertzhagen Mystery: The Life and Legend of the Colossal Fraud (Potomac Books, 2007). The reknowned intelligence
scholar on the practice of deception, Barton Whaley, essentially labeled both T.E. Lawrence and Meinertzhagen frauds. See http://
www.cia.gov/library/ center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/vol-61-no-3/ pdfs/io-
bookshelf.pdf for a review of Barton Whaley, Practise to Deceive: Learning Curves of Military Deception Planners (Naval Institute
Press, 2016).

3. Winston Churchill, The World Crisis, Vol 0, The Aftermath (7575-1928), (Scribners Sons, 1929), 359.

4. Peter Mansfield, A History of the Middle East (Penguin, 1991), 134.
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cepted a transfer from Military Intelligence to the Arab Bureau, which reported to the Foreign Of-
fice. That unit would focus on political issues such as the potential for a revolt against Ottoman rule
by the tribes of the Arabian Peninsula. The bureau also frequently squabbled with the MID, not-
withstanding Clayton’s leadership of both.5

The initial point of debate between the Arab Bureau and MID concerned a central strategic ques-
tion: Was deployment of a large Allied army needed to liberate Arabia and greater Syria from occu-
pying Turkish forces? Arab Bureau members led by Captain Lawrence opposed use of such a force,
arguing that it would be seen as another Western crusade and push potential Arab allies into neu-
trality or into the Turkish camp. To settle the question, Clayton decided to take advantage of Law-
rence’s skills and sent him on a fact-finding mission into Arabia. That decision would eventually
have major implications for the battle of Beersheba.

Meanwhile, the British strengthened and honed their military intelligence capabilities in the re-
gion as they expanded the size of the EEF and the MID. By August 1916, MID comprised more than
30 officers. By October 1917, the number had nearly doubled. Historian of British military intelli-
gence Anthony Clayton described the MID’s duties as “air reconnaissance; air photography; tactical
questioning of prisoners; with later adding agent handling and signals intelligence together with
security duties.” He also wrote that it had responsibility for the “briefing of visitors, publicity, and
propaganda.”d 6

Adaptation to a Revolution in Intelligence Technologies

One hundred years ago, military intelligence was also in the midst of a technological revolution.
Just as the circumstances in the Levant in 1917 bore similarities to today’s situation, it is worth re-
membering that the profession of intelligence during World War [ was undergoing a technological
revolution as profound as ours is today. Today’s profession is being transformed by the advent of
space, counterspace, cyber, and nanotechnologies; in 1917, intelligence was adapting to the intro-
duction of transoceanic cables, radio intercepts, and aerial reconnaissance. All of the modern cate-
gories of intelligence, from a just-emerging measurements and signatures intelligence to imagery
analysis” and then to the most ancient techniques of human intelligence and open source intelli-
gence, were present and influencing events on the battlefield.

The telephone and wireless radio greatly increased military command and control, as well as situ-
ational awareness, but introduced new signals intelligence vulnerabilities. Advances in mathemat-
ics resulted in prodigious leaps in both sides’ ability to encrypt and decrypt communications. Alt-
hough initially at a disadvantage, British military intelligence had noticeably outclassed its German
and Turkish rivals by the summer of 1917.

How did the combined capabilities of the Arab Bureau and the MID serve the British? Let us take a
bit of literary license to use today’s terminology and examine each intelligence discipline, individu-
ally and when fused together.

Human Intelligence (HUMINT)

Multiple aspects of HUMINT supported the Levant Campaign. The British had very active spy net-
works in Egypt, using the Bedouin across the desert and Jewish settlers of Palestine along the

5. Scott Anderson, Lawrence in Arabia (Random House, 2013), 220.

d. Entertaining VIP visitors remains a burden on every military intelligence crisis center to this day. It is, however, a very necessary
evil. Those VIPs set policy and strategy and provide resources for intelligence operations.

6. Anthony Clayton, Forearmed: A History of the Intelligence Corps (Brassey’s, 1993), 48.

7. “Measurement and signature intelligence,” Citizendium (website), 7 December 2013; available online at http://
en.citizendium.org/wiki/ Measurement and_signature_intelligence. Acoustic and optical methods for locating hostile artillery go
back to the First World War.
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coast. T. E. Lawrence fed invaluable HUMINT
reports into this network and also benefited
from it.2 For example, after the capture of Aq- _
aba, Lawrence received two telegrams from H:" 2
Cairo warning him that his powerful ally, the y
Howeitat Chieftain Auda abu Tayi, was in' -
treasonous discussions with the Turks.8 Law-
rence confronted Auda with this intelligence
and was able to retain his allegiance.

Of course, the Germans also were active in '
the spying game. Under the leadership of
Kurt Prufer, they attempted to stir up a revolt
in Egypt against British authority in Calro
This in turn led to a robust British counterin-
telligence (CI) presence.? CI, seen to resemble |
police work, was treated as a subset of!
HUMINT and was manned by civilian police- |
men, who quickly adapted their methods to
suit CI's requirements. The CI unit in MID un-
covered and trapped numerous Turkish and
German spies, most famously the Jewish doc-
tor, Minna Weizmannb. Moreover, 25 years
before the WWII “Double-Cross System,” the
British were already quite adept at using double agents. They fed intentionally corrupted, dated,
or partially true intelligence to the Germans via unwitting Arabs who were being paid by both
sides.10

Military attachés and Turkish and German prisoners also were lucrative sources of intelligence.
Allied military atta- chés were especially
important for provid- ing enemy order of
battle (OOB) infor- mation—enemy’s
military =~ command structure and per-
sonnel, unit locations, and equipment. Be-
fore the October Revolution, Russian attachés were the most valuable sources of such information.
Perhaps more surprising, substantial contributions were made by attachés of smaller countries
such as Romania and Bulgaria.l!

With respect to prisoners, there were plenty to debrief. For example, in August 2017, German
troops attacked a rail line the British were building along the Mediterranean coast from the Suez
Canal toward Gaza. The attack failed, with the Germans suffering 9,000 casualties, including the
loss of 3,000 prisoners.!2

Bedouin riders photographed in 1915, reportedly on the
way from Jericho to Jerusalem. Photo © Berliner Verlag/
Archiv via dpa picture alliance/Alamy Stock Photo

The British had very active spy networks in Egypt.
Using the Bedouin across the desert and Jewish

settlers of Palestine along the coast, T. E. Lawrence
fed invaluable HUMINT reports into this network.

a. See in this issue ]. R. Seeger’s review essay of the recently republished collection T. E. Lawrence’s work, 83 Articles (page 51). In it
he further details Lawrence’s and British thinking about intelligence gathering in the region.

8. T. E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom (Wordsworth Editions, 1997), 315.

9.1n 1917, Counterintelligence was called contre-espionage.

b. Weizmann was a Russian-born, German-educated physician, who practiced medicine in Palestine and the Levant. She was caught
on a mission to Italy, briefly imprisoned, and generously returned to Russia. She was the youngest sister of Chaim Wiezmann—then
a prominent Zionist in touch with senior British leaders about the future of Palestine. He would become Israel’s first president in
1948. Minna’s lenient treatment has led to speculation she was herself a double agent.

10. Yigal Sheffy, British Military Intelligence in the Palestine Campaign: 7570-1918 (Routledge, 6458), 598.

11. In 1914, the Romanian Army was 50% larger than its American counterpart; see “The Romanian Army and the First World
War,” Spartacus Educational, August 6458; available online at http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWromaniaA.htm.

12. Field Marshal Lord Carver, The Turkish Front, 7570-1918 (Sidgwick and Jackson, 6447), 190.
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Geospatial Intelligence (GEOINT)

Detailed maps have long been the backbone of military planning. Lawrence and Meinertzhagen
were both adept at producing them because both had acquired geospatial skills in the course of
years of living in the region. Meinertzhagen was said to be an especially good artist, and Lawrence
would have been familiar with the ] _
Middle East from his archaeological , ‘ A Roy al Flyz_n g Corps aircraft

. P [ o) outfitted with a camera. II-
research and writing. Just as today, = 2 . N Justrative o f imagi ]

ging capa

mapmakers drew from many A . bilities during the period is
sources of information, including . the image below, taken of a
such unclassified sources as news- — 8 . T British encampment in 1918,
papers, oil company surveys, and ‘ Photo © INTERFOTO/Alamy
academic treatises. Firsthand ac- Stock Photo
counts from cavalry units, other s ‘
scouts, debriefings of enemy pris- §
oners, and captured maps also were §
especially valuable. Yet, the most
lucrative geospatial intelligence §§¢ !
eventually came from the air. . A

In addition to strafing and bomb- 529
ing, pilots of the nascent Royal Fly- '#,"
ing Corps (RFC) had a considerable
reporting mandate. Intelligence was
based on air crew observations and
the interpretation of photography
taken from their aircraft. Post-strike
intelligence reporting contained de-
scriptions of “routes flown to and
from the objective, as well as the
location, intensity, and effectiveness i ‘ b
of any enemy countermeasures en- | *

e
countered.” Information concerning |

e i
i K b
casualties, damage assessments, ity W ; e ‘/‘
and the tonnage of bombs dropped & = -, 4 O w ’
was sent through channels specifi- & ° ;” - P ’:'5.\::.‘#’3..

cally intended for such reports.2 13

In the Middle East, aerial reconnaissance benefited from multiple factors not present on the West-
ern Front. The weather was extremely dry and cloud free and there were fewer natural and man-
made barriers to effective observation. Germany maintained a qualitative aerial superiority from
1914 to 1917, but the RFC’s quantitative advantage enabled effective aerial reconnaissance. Be-
cause this method of intelligence collection was in its infancy, German and Turkish miliary leaders
probably underestimated its efficacy.

When Allenby assumed command of the EEF in June, he demonstrated an insatiable thirst for in-
telligence. The arrival of five additional aircraft squadrons, which included reconnaissance aircraft
and Bristol fighter planes, would help quench that thirst. Moreover, with their arrival in mid-1917,
British combat air power became superior to its German rivals.

a. For a history of aerial reconnaissance on the Western Front, see Terrence J. Finnegan, Shooting the Front: Allied Aerial Reconnais-
sance and Photographic Interpretation on the Western Front—World War I (National Defense Intelligence College Press, 2006)
13. George K. Williams, Biplanes and Bombsights: British Bombing in World War I (Air University Press, 1999), 100.
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At about the same time, major advances were made in British geospatial capabilities. New camer-
as improved imagery resolution, and the British were able to continuously image linear features of
interest such as railroads and defensive fortifications.1* The experience level of photo interpreters
also improved markedly.

Nonetheless, critical gaps in aerial coverage remained, and all commanders wanted the best tacti-
cal reconnaissance possible just before any operation. Detailed knowledge of Ottoman defenses
still required major ground reconnaissance efforts. Army cavalry scouts frequently brought back
handheld photos of enemy strong points

Signals Intelligence (SIGINT) and Cryptology

The Germans were initially more technically proficient in SIGINT and clearly had communication
security (COMSEC) superior to that of the British in the Middle East, but that changed as the war
progressed. In 1915, a British radio intercept station was established near the Great Pyramid out-
side of Cairo. British spy ships started collecting SIGINT while patrolling the Levantine coast and
reconnaissance aircraft plucked it from the sky. A prized British possession was a high-tech device
called a Wireless Compass. Modified for military use by the famed scientist Guglielmo Marconi, the
compass enabled intelligence officers to locate the source of enemy radio transmissions. It was
particularly useful in identifying Ottoman military headquarters.1>

SIGINT was a star at the operational level, providing the British what proved to be extremely ac-
curate information on the arrival of Turkish reinforcements into the theater. As Anthony Clayton
noted in his histo- ry, “Intercepts of sig-
nals proved espe- cially wuseful in the
third battle of Ga- za, when Allenby de-
duced the German plan for strengthening
the coastal flank would entail weakening the centre.”16

The Germans were initially more technically profi-

cient in SIGINT and clearly had communication se-
curity (COMSEC) superior to that of the British. . . .

Superb tactical SIGINT should have given Allenby a nearly decisive advantage, but that was not to
be the case. Because of security concerns and procedural and logistical constraints, British front-
line commanders rarely received decrypted and translated intercepts in time to influence an ongo-
ing battle. Meaningful tactical SIGINT became even rarer as the Turks relied on “runners” and
landline communications, vice radio, to transmit orders.

Perhaps surprisingly, this campaign did contain an early version of communications intelligence
(COMINT). Both sides tapped into newly erected telephone lines and listened to unsecured con-
versations. The encryption used to counter this threat mainly consisted of time-honored letter
substitution codes, but the addition of a second layer of mathematical encryption guaranteed
much higher security.1” The resulting improvement in COMSEC led to a requirement for increas-
ingly sophisticated code breakers.P

14. Shefty, British Military Intelligence, 95, 275-82.

15. Ibid., 283.

16. Clayton, Forearmed, 48.

17. Adrienne Wilmoth Lerner, “World War 1,” Encyclopedia of Espionage, Intelligence, and Security (nd); available online at http://
www. fags.org/espionage/Vo-Z/World-War-L.html#ixzz4rYD9nKy5.

b. Originally the most heavily encrypted material had to be shipped to London in a process that resembles the way today’s National
Media Exploitation Center in Washington, DC, handles foreign language OSINT. The 2-4 weeks required to process intercepts in
London was deemed inadequate, so code breakers were forward deployed to Cairo. As the Battle for Beersheba approached, code
breakers were decrypting an average of 16 German or Turkish telegrams each day. (Sheffy, 227.)
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Deception Operations

Given Prime Minister |
George’s insistence that Jeru-
salem be taken by Christmas,
Allenby had less than six|
months to overcome two
failed efforts by his predeces-
sor
Beersheba line and open the
way to Jerusalem. The third
major  British  offensive
against these fortifications
could not be totally hidden,
but could its specific objec-
tives be disguised? Could the
German-led Turkish forces
defending the line be made to
believe an attack was intend-
ed at one place and not the
other, true, target?

The answer was that it was
worth trying, and thus en-
tered into the annals of mili-
tary history one of the great-
est exemplars of a deception

operation ever conducted.
Known as the “Haversack
Ruse,” the operation in-

volved—just before the Octo-
ber 1917 offensive was to
begin—the intentional loss in
enemy territory by a British
staff officer of an apparent
dispatch case containing the
British attack plan. (See box
at right.) Through this ruse,
Allenby hoped to fool the
commanders facing him re-
garding both the timing and
direction of the attack, with
the goal of convincing the en-
emy that the British would
conduct a third direct assault
on Gaza while the actual focal
point of the attack would be

.

Y

to breach the Gaza-}

The Haversack Ruse: Who Deceived Whom?

£
.
)
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MID intelligence officer Richard Meinertzhagen laid claim to both
the idea and its execution—a claim that has been credibly disput-
ed. As Meinertzhagen has told the story, pretending to be on a
courier mission, he intentionally rode close to the frontlines near
Gaza and been taken under fire by an enemy cavalry patrol. He
slumped forward in his saddle, feigning injury, and let the haver-
sack (previously coated in blood) drop to the ground, reckoning it
would be recovered by the cavalrymen. Among common items
that any soldier might possess, the haversack contained official
papers and rough notes on a cipher which would enable the ene-
my to decode any encrypted messages Britain might send later.
Once the haversack was successfully “lost”, British headquarters
immediately began broadcasting encrypted messages in that
code, that ordered urgent efforts to recover it. The sack and its
contents soon were in the possession of the German commander
of the Turkish force. The papers indicated that the British would
yet again directly attack Gaza while moving a force to Beersheba
to act as a feint. The papers also also indicated that a French force
would attempt a simultaneous amphibious landing well north of
Gaza on the Syrian coast.

Most historians accept that the Turks and Germans both fell for
the deception, thus enabling the Australian and New Zealand
(ANZAC) light horse brigade to capture the strategic water wells
at Beersheba and begin to roll up the Gaza-Beersheba line from
the east and move on to Jerusalem in December. As noted above,
Brian Garfield put forth a compelling argument in his book, The
Meinertzhagen Mystery, that although the deception took place,
almost every claim Meinertzhagen made for himself was false. Ac-
cording to Garfield, Meinertzhagen was neither the author of the
plan nor the British rider who dropped the haversack. Moreover,
the enemy clearly dismissed several elements of a larger allied
deception plan. Perhaps some elements of this plan helped the
British at Beersheba, but the biggest deception may have been
Meinertzhagen’s elaborate postwar scheme to use the incident to
enhance his reputation.18

Image © LookandLearn.com

18. Brian Garfield, The Meinertzhagen Mystery: The Life and Legend of the Colossal Fraud (Potomac Books, 2007), 22-37.
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Beersheba, 20 miles to the east.

At the operational level of warfare, Allenby also wanted the Turks to worry that a more northerly
attack, emanating from Cyprus against Syria, was imminent. Once again, his intelligence staff de-
vised a complex deception strategy. The EEF mustered enough movement of men, horses, and ma-
terials on the island to make a looming operation seem plausible. There was increased signal traf-
fic, and he even simulated troop movements by putting Egyptian workers on troop ships. The
main goal was to pin down enemy troops along the Syrian coast, thus preventing them from rein-
forcing the Gaza to Beersheba frontline. Although the Germans and Turks were not fooled by all
elements of the plans, their decision not to militarily reinforce Beersheba indicates the deception
may have tilted the odds in this linchpin battle in favor of the British.

All-Source Analysis

All-source analysis is simply making use of all sources available to an intelligence analyst. There-
fore, it has been a staple of intelligence since the time of the ancient Assyrians, Chinese, and Egyp-
tians. The key variables have been the analyst’s intellectual capabilities, as well as the relevance,
timeliness, and reliability of available sources. During the Levant Campaign, the Allies developed
excellent all-source analysis, but it was a bifurcated effort, divided between the Arab Bureau and
the MID.

The Arab Bureau. The Arab Bureau focused on political and economic intelligence. Its flag-
ship product was the Arab Bulletin, which was distributed to fewer than 40 people. Basically, it
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was a regional version of
today’s Presidential Daily
Brief. Many of the Arab Bu- &
reau’s insights are still G

day, among them, for ex- :
ample, that any Western

would eventual be seen as
“crusaders” and become |
the enemy. Moreover,
Lawrence judged and
wrote that Turkish rail-
road locomotives were ..
critical nodes for targeting. }
Railroad tracks could easi- |
ly be replaced; locomo-
tives could not.

Access to water was a “center of gravity” in defining the region’s most im-
was not always correct. portant military objectives. Allied mounted troops required huge amounts of
Lawrence told Allenby that ;.0 for themselves and for their horses and camels. Shown here is a single
a successful attack on sguadron of the Australian Light Horse Brigade in Gaza. Photo © Prisma by
Beersheba would have to Dukas Presseagentur GmbH/Alamy Stock Photo

take place by mid-

September before his Bedouin fighters had to move their flocks to better pastures in the east. Alt-
hough this timeline was not met (the battle actually took place at the end of October—see timeline
in box below), Allenby managed to take Beersheba fairly easily.2 Even the world’s best intelligence
analysts make some bad calls.

Yet, the bureau’s analysis

MID Analysis. Rather than politics and economics, the parallel all-source effort of the EEF’s
MID focused on order of battle analysis and targeting. A number of bad analytic judgements were
made during the first and second battles for Gaza, when MID assessments were largely dependent
on debriefings of ignorant or intentionally deceptive prisoners of war. EEF tradecraft improved
markedly as SIGINT and GEOINT became increasingly available to enable true all-source analysis.
By the third battle, the enemy force deployed on the Gaza to Beersheba front was accurately esti-
mated to consist of one cavalry and six infantry divisions, totaling 46,000 rifles, 2,800 sabers, 250
machine guns and 200 guns.1?

EEF officers also developed skills and instincts possessed by the best modern military infrastruc-
ture analysts. This included Clausewitzian® “center of gravity” analysis. They realized the first two
attacks on Gaza had been failures in part because of the lack of sufficient water. An 88,000-man de-
sert operation required massive amounts of water, especially for the Desert Mounted Corps, which
contained both light horses and camels. The legendary wells at Beersheba could provide just such
sustenance for the army’s march north to Jerusalem. Beersheba also had other militarily significant
infrastructure attractions, such as an airfield, railroad, and paved roads.

a. Lawrence himself was the main factor in holding together the Arab insurgents.

19. Carver, The Turkish Front, 207.

b. Lawrence was quite familiar with Clausewitz’s famous opus of military theory, On War, which was published in 1832. Although
not intending to become a professional soldier, Lawrence notes in Book II of Seven Pillars of Wisdom that he had studied military
theorists such as Clausewitz, Jomini, Mahan, and Foch while at Oxford.
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In addition to identifying critical infrastructure to protect or obtain, the EEF also targeted com-
mand posts, telegraph lines, bridges, ports such as Agaba, and railroads. Captain Lawrence’s Bed-
ouin became quite adept at disrupting the latter.

Allied Intelligence Collaboration

During the campaign, the Allies developed what we might today call intelligence sharing among
the “Three Eyes” partners. The British served as the clear senior partners, working closely with
the French and incorporating an infantile US effort into the arrangement. Like today, the Allies also
had secondary and tertiary levels of foreign intelligence exchanges. Useful tidbits were traded, but
the quality and sensitivity of the data varied based on the level of trust. For example, the British
periodically exchanged information with the Russians on Turkish military movements—at least
they did so until the Russian Revolution in 1917. As we will see, the United Kingdom also main-
tained similar exchanges during the Gaza Campaign, including an intelligence relationship with
several local irregular forces. Although these sources would prove immensely valuable on several
occasions, their reliability and responsiveness were always in question.

What, then, did each major nation or ethnic group bring to the military intelligence table?
“Playing the Long Game”—France

Clearly it was in France’s best interest to divert German attention away from Western Europe
and to knock the kaiser’s weakest ally out of the war. France invested a small military presence of
approximately 200 men in Cairo. Its leader, Col. Edouard Bremond, was not an intelligence officer,

LLIR I e ) Modern military intelligence exchanges are almost Mol LEEIE

SRR hever equitable affairs: Junior partners tend ma- bt EN It
ous assignments in Morocco and Algeria.

He has been de- scribed as a fluent Ar-
abist, but his version of Maghreb Arabic may have been incomprehensible to the average Egyptian
or Palestinian. Overall, French intelligence contributions to the British war effort were minor. In
sharp contrast, it had excellent access to British intelligence and campaign plans.

inly to be on the receiving end. . . .

The French were keenly interested in the work of T. E. Lawrence. Bremond'’s instructions from
Paris appeared to require him to support the Arab revolt while simultaneously making sure that it
was not too successful. Bremond and his political counterpart in Cairo, Marc Picot, were pleased
that Lawrence’s Arab forces were harassing and tying up the Turks, but they feared too much suc-
cess in the Hijaz would encourage the Arabs to turn their liberating gaze northward to Lebanon
and Syria.

By early 1916, Bremond’s correspondence with Paris was describing Lawrence as a threat to
France’s own colonial Middle East ambitions, which were codified in a secret British promise
(Sykes-Picot Agreement) granting the French dominion over most of the Levant. The French gen-
erally supported British military operations in Palestine, as they did during the third Gaza Cam-
paign, but they always remained bore-sighted on their ultimate territorial objectives further
north.20

“Mainly Just Watching” —The United States

Modern military intelligence exchanges are almost never equitable affairs. Junior partners tend
mainly to be on the receiving end, but senior partners hope the junior member can provide useful
intelligence “nuggets” that may contain niche information or cultural insights to help close intelli-
gence gaps. To the British, US intelligence must have seemed a particularly weak junior partner
during the 1917 Levant Campaign.

20. Korda, Hero, 67.
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In fact, to call the United States a “bit player” in Middle East military intelligence would be an ex-
aggeration. Unlike today, the United States had no standing national defense intelligence organiza-
tions. In For the President’s Eyes Only, British intelligence historian Christopher Andrew makes a
compelling case that no nation was less ready than the United States for World War 1.21

The closest thing to a US intelligence footprint in the Middle East in this period of 1917 was a lone,
newly appointed, State Department officer in Palestine. His name was William Yale. He not only at-
tended Yale University, he was a direct descendant of the university’s founder. William Yale had
come to the State Department’s attention because of his extensive travels in Palestine, where he
had been able to pinpoint the German military installations around Jerusalem. Yet, by his own as-
sessment, Yale was less than ideally suited for the job, saying “I lacked a historic knowledge of the
problem I was studying. [ had no philosophy of history, no method of interpretation, and very little
understanding of the fundamental nature and function of the [regional] economic and social sys-
tem.”22 In short, he was a less than ideal intelligence officer.

When Yale traveled to Alexandria, Egypt, to meet General Allenby, he had so little military experi-
ence that he actually practiced saluting while standing outside Allenby’s door. At first Allenby ig-
nored Yale, but then turned to him and yelled, “What are you going to do at my Headquarters!” Yale
stammered that his job was to send re-
ports back to Wash- ington. Allenby, clear-
ly not pleased, told Yale that he did not
care if Washington sent a butcher to his
HQ, but he would have to at least act like
a military officer. That was a rough way
for any intelligence officer to meet the commanding general.23

With the world'’s attention fixed on the trenches of
Western Europe, military operations in the Levant,

with much justification, had been described as a
sideshow.

Like Lawrence, Yale spoke Arabic fluently; had a vast network of Arab, Turkish, and Jewish associ-
ates; and frequently traveled in Arab garb throughout the Levant. Unlike Lawrence’s academic mis-
sions to the region, Yale’s pre-war assignment to the Middle East was on behalf of the commercial
interests of the Standard Oil Company of New York (SOCONY).2 Also unlike Lawrence, Yale was
slow to master the tradecraft of the intelligence game. The Jewish spy Aaron Aaronsohn once gave
Yale a letter detailing British and Zionist negotiations concerning the future of Palestine. Yale,
seeming not to recognize its importance, took more than three months to have it translated from
Hebrew to English.z4

Yale had supervised the construction of the highway from Jerusalem to Beersheba before the war
and should have possessed considerable local expertise. However, it is not clear that British plan-
ning benefited in any way from this knowledge. In sharp contrast, the Americans, like the French,
had excellent access to Britain’s considerable intelligence trove. Yale was one of only 33 people (30
high British officials and three allies) to get access to the British Arab Bulletin.

Yale promised not to quote the bulletin in his reports back to Washington, but he admitted in his
memoir that he lied.25 It is less clear how much information about Middle East oil deposits he later
shared with his employer, SOCONY. Like the French, Yale and SOCONY seemed more interested in
what would happen to oil concessions after the war than in supporting the British, Jewish, and Ar-
ab efforts against the Turks.

21. Christopher Andrew, For the President’s Eyes Only (HarperCollins, 1995), 30.

22. Anderson, Lawrence in Arabia, 357; see also Janice Terry, William Yale (Rimal Publications, 2015).

23. Ibid., 354.

a. SOCONY was a predecessor of today’s EXXON-Mobil Corporation. Somewhat disturbingly, SOCONY kept Yale on half pay thro-
ughout the war, and he returned to SOCONY full-time after the war. In her biography of Yale, Janice Terry notes that he dutifully had
his SOCONY wartime pay sent directly to his mother. (Terry, 47.)

24.1bid., 354-71.

25. Ibid., 388.
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“A Sideshow to a Sideshow”—The Arabs

With the world’s attention fixed on the trenches of Western Europe, military operations in the
Levant, with much justification, had been described as a sideshow. Therefore, given the far greater
scale of Allenby’s military operations along the Mediterranean coast, the inland Arab revolt
against the Turks was, in T. E. Lawrence’s own words, “a sideshow to a sideshow.” The undisci-
plined Bedouin fighters did play an important role in the Gaza Campaign, but, one of the great dan-
gers of relying on Arab allies was their fickleness.? Although he was not the most objective observ-
er, Aaron Aaronsohn might have been close to the truth when he observed that he was “still wait-
ing for the first Arab who could not be bribed by the Turks.”

T. E. Lawrence enabled the British to tap into Arab tribal networks, with all their strengths and
weaknesses. Numerous members of the Arab camp had intimate knowledge of the Turks. Hussein
bin Ali, the Sharif Emir of Mecca,c himself lived in Constantinople for 18 years as a hostage of the
Turks. Moreover, his sons, including the revolt’s eventual Arab leader, Feisal, had been educated in
Constantinople, thus giving them insight into the Turkish mentality.2¢ Indeed, as Lawrence noted
in his memoir, Feisal embodied the traits of Arab leaders with whom Lawrence worked:

We on the Arab front were very intimate with the enemy. Our Arab officers had been Turkish offic-

LU BUECV AL Germany’s wartime alliance with the Ottoman Em- i ARZUTE
SECY-BE L AV NCRILEY e was principally based on a desire to draw Rus- Ra/GCEiU Rl

LA LI Sian resources away from Germany's eastern front: bk a s
same point of view. By practicing modes

of approach on the Arabs we could explore the Turks, understand them, and almost get inside their
minds.?’

The Bedouin’s most famous raid took place across a seemingly unsurvivable desert, when they
attacked the lightly defended rear approaches to Aqaba with horse- and camel-bound Arab warri-
ors. Aqaba highlights Lawrence’s focus on identifying the enemy’s centers of gravity because it
was the only significant non-Mediterranean port within 200 miles of Jerusalem. Its capture provid-
ed logistical benefits for the British, but it also gave the Arabs a secure base from which to threat-
en the critical Hijaz railroad station at Maan and support the Third Gaza Campaign.

In addition to ports, Lawrence also targeted telegraph lines and life-giving desert water wells.
The well at Mudowwara was the major source of drinking water between Maan and Medina. Alt-
hough the well was too strongly defended to be threatened by a small Arab and British raiding
party, Lawrence almost instinctively sought out and destroyed an even more lucrative target—he
had blown up a railroad bridge near Mudowwara just as a Turkish military train with two locomo-
tives was crossing. The Bedouin were rewarded with booty. Lawrence’s prize was knowing the
Turk’s ability to move forces south from Damascus had been severely diminished.

Railways soon became Lawrence’s favorite targets. During the American Civil War, cavalry com-
manders such as Jeb Stuart repeatedly wrecked Union rail lines by tearing up the tracks. In con-
trast, Lawrence’s targeting was much more surgical. Having determined that a center of gravity
was the locomotive,

He avoided completely severing the line so as to draw Turkish concentration away from the main
battlefronts. As a rule, Lawrence was so accurate at dynamiting train locomotives that the seats were
sold accordingly— the safer seats in the back of the trains were said to have sold for five times more

b. Some historians argue that the British training of Arab irregular forces established the framework for Middle East crises over the
past 100 years.

c. “Sharif” denotes a direct descendant of the Prophet Mohammed.

26. Carver, The Turkish Front, 192-93.

27. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom, 377.
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than the more risky ones in the front, near the engine.28

He also determined that the railroad hub at Derra was a critical node in defending Gaza. Derra it-
self was too highly fortified, so the high railroad bridge across the Yarmuk Gorge became his target.
Lawrence handpicked a small group of Arabs and Westerners for this dangerous mission behind
enemy lines. He failed, but the bridge was later destroyed by retreating Turkish troops.

General Allenby said that after acquainting Lawrence with his strategic plan, he gave him and the
Arab forces a “free hand.” Allenby later said: “I never had anything but praise for his work which,
indeed, was invaluable throughout the campaign.”2°

The Opposition
“Herr Prufer’s Networks”—Germany

Germany’s wartime alliance with the Ottoman Empire was principally based on a desire to draw
Russian resources away from Germany’s eastern front. The relationship had been built over the
course of decades as German engineers contributed to the development of railroads in southeasten
Europe, Turkey, and the Middle East. Of course, the Germans also would benefit from any difficul-
ties the British experienced in their holdings in India, Mesopotamia, greater Syria, and Egypt.

The German Intelligence Bureau for the East (Nachrichtenstelle fiir den Orient) was created in the
runup to the war with the aim of creating disruptions in the British Empire. Like their British oppo-
nents, the Germans understood the value academic experts brought to the intelligence game. Kurt
Prufer, another archaeologist, grew up during Germany’s “Golden Age of Egyptology.”30

Berlin considered Prufer to be a master spy, but what did he actually accomplish? A gifted Arabic
linguist, his many contacts throughout the former Ottoman Empire allowed him to correctly assess
the flaws in German wartime propaganda. Previously, the Germans had focused on British atroci-
ties against Muslims in India and the righteousness of the German cause.

Prufer realized the need to highlight issues of more local concern and to more subtly inject Ger-
man messaging. He created seven Turkish
-language news- papers and set up propa-
ganda rooms in major cities in which the
locals could view this material. His goal
was to incite jihad (holy war) against the British. The Germans naively conducted negotiations with
Britain’s ally, the Sharif of Mecca, encouraging him to attack the British. Prufer evidently did not
realize the Sharif was using their meetings in Damascus and Constantinople to cover clandestine
sessions with Arab officers in the Turkish Army who might be sympathetic to the Arab Revolt.

Germany'’s wartime alliance with the Ottoman Em-

pire was principally based on a desire to draw Rus-
sian resources away from Germany’s eastern front.

Prufer’s track record as a spy master was not good. His network of Egyptian spies was fairly easily
rolled up during the Turks’ first failed attempt to capture the Suez Canal. He then resorted to a Jew-
ish spy network with dismal results. Prufer seemed blind to the possibility the Jews might also be
working against him. His main Circassian spy in Damascus had incorrectly dismissed the possibil-
ity of an uprising in Palestine based on a belief in the stereotypical Jewish coward.31

Finally, Prufer befriended and funded an Egyptian ex-Khedive (the Viceroy of Egypt during Turk-
ish rule), Abbas Hilmi. Prufer believed Hilmi would be a powerful asset once Germany won the
war, but German intelligence had grossly overestimated the Khedive’s influence in Egypt, which

28. Louise Dean, “Rail that Survived Demolition by ‘Lawrence of Arabia’: An Analysis,” The Journal of Metallurgy (July 2003); availa-
ble online at, http://www.tms.org/pubs/journals/jom/0307 /dean-0307.html, 2003.

29. “General Allenby—Lawrence of Arabia,” PBS documentary and web feature (nd); available online at http://www.pbs.org/
lawrenceofarabia/players/allenby.html.

30. Donald M. McKale, Curt Prufer: German Diplomat from the Kaiser to Hitler (Kent State University Press, 1987), 44-46.

31. Ibid,, 46.
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was almost zero. Based on the available evidence, it appears absurd that the commander of Ger-
man forces in Palestine told Berlin, “Kurt Prufer is indispensable as the leader of the intelligence
service.” If true, Prufer’s intelligence triumphs have yet to be uncovered.32

German Technical Intelligence

At least initially, the Germans performed much better on technical intelligence issues. Before
1917, Germany had undisputed superiority in Levant aviation firepower and reconnaissance. Ger-
mans, and therefore the Turks, detected and readied themselves for both the first and second at-
tacks on Gaza.33

Theoretically, before and during the Battle for Beersheba, German intelligence could have con-
ducted both aerial reconnaissance and direct aerial bombardments of the British—a German com-
bat air squadron was based at Beersheba. Had it been deployed to follow up on the Haversack
Ruse, it might have spoiled the British deception plan, which was totally reliant on secrecy. In
practice, the squadron did little of either. Prufer correctly assessed that by the fall of 1917 the Brit-
ish had finally achieved air superiority, if not dominance. The RFC’s recently arrived advanced
fighter planes made German reconnaissance missions almost suicidal.

German Counterintelligence

Concerning counterintelligence, the postwar Germans were painfully aware English literature
widely reported they had been deceived by the Haversack Ruse. However, General Kressenstein,
commander of German forces in Palestine, claimed his intelligence officers had seen through the
ruse. It is true Kressenstein did not shift his reserves towards Gaza, but he did not reinforce the
defenses of Beersheba. Therefore, despite Kressenstein’s adamant claims of not being fooled by
the ruse, perhaps the satchel created just enough doubt in his mind to keep the defenses at Beer-
sheba relatively weak.

The Eyes and Ears of the Sick Man’s Son—The Turks

The biggest gap in our understanding of military intelligence capabilities during the Palestine
Campaign concerns Turkish intelligence. Very little has been written in English on this subject.
Few of the relevant Turkish documents have ever been translated into English. The topic is cov-
ered in a book entitled Yildirim, published in 1920. Written by a former member of the Turkish
General Staff, it covers the involvement of the Turkish Yildirim (Thunderbolt) Army Group in their
Levant Campaign, which was also called Yildirim. The unit’s headquarters was in Aleppo. The book
proved to be a useful source for Yigal Sheffy’s history of British intelligence in the Palestine Cam-
paign.a

The scant existing evidence does indicate Turkish military intelligence was fooled by British de-
ception at Beersheba. The Turks were almost totally dependent on German technical intelligence
which, as discussed, had largely dried up. A surviving Turkish military intelligence order proves
that less than 48 hours before the battle, the Turks still estimated that six British divisions were
facing them at Gaza and that Beersheba was only threatened by one infantry division and one
mounted division.

At present I am of the opinion that the enemy will make Gaza his main objective since the topogra-
phy of the ground renders this part of our front the weakest part of our line.3*

32. Anderson, Lawrence in Arabia, 129.

33. Richard ]. Popplewell, Intelligence and Imperial Defence: British Intelligence and the Defence of the Indian Empire, 7560-1924
(Routledge, 1995), 175-86.

a. Yildirim has been roughly translated into English but never published. In the preface, the author, Husayn Husnu Emir, said he

was inspired to write the book because he previously could only learn about Turkish military history by reading the works of fore-
igners. Perhaps not too surprising in 1920, but today that remains the case.

34. Australian Light Horse Studies Centre, http://alh-research.tripod.com/Light_Horse/index.blog/1825605/colonel-h252sn252-
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Based on this judgment, Turkish fortification activity in the Beersheba area actually decreased.
Some forces were moved closer to Gaza and others were transferred to the reserves in the rear.

In contrast to its analytical capabilities, deception and counterintelligence (CI) were Turkish
strengths and an Ottoman tradition. They were particularly good at camouflaging military loca-
tions such as artillery batteries, although that edge degraded as the allies increasingly relied on
aerial imagery over the visual observations of pilots. By 1915, the Ottomans had already put a
clamp on outgoing communications. The orders to Ottoman commanders explicitly stated:

Henceforth there is a total ban on relaying news from Palestine Egypt, both by land and by sea. With-
out your consent, no one is to set out for the coast, and no one is to cross the border or put to sea.3>

The Turks caught and often executed Western agents inserted from the sea. This put a definite
chill on British recruiting efforts. Moreover, clandestine Turkish reconnaissance forces on Cyprus
were able to determine that the seaborne invasion force rumored to be supporting the third battle
of Gaza was fictitious.

Finally, the Turks had a knack for intercepting the courier pigeons of Jewish agents, which had
devastating consequences for the Semitic spy ring. However, their brutal handling of the ring mem-
bers increased the Zionist sympathies of the heretofore largely apathetic Jewish community.

The Jews: Were They Spies? Yes—but for Whom?

The Jewish contribution to military intelligence was mainly old fashioned espionage—but for
whom did they spy? The aforementioned Dr. Minna Weizmann, like many other emigre Jews, saw
the Turkish-German alliance as a way to strike back against their former Czarist persecutors. As a
female physician in the Middle East, she was a rarity for the time and place. Her notoriety and her
family connections in London would have given her access to wounded British soldiers and the up-
per levels of Cairo society. What she accomplished is hard to discern, and as noted earlier, there is
cause to believe she was actually spying for the British and working as a double agent against Pru-
fer.

o IR T o) British military intelligence was initially heavily

side, Aaron Aaronsohn
T D WP flawed, but it improved over time and eventually [N, spy network
based near Athlit [Zb4Zl e WIER SR IZRD [ (100 miles north of Ga-
za).36 Among other accomplishments,
they were reportedly successful in surreptitiously contacting Jewish doctors and convincing them
to defect from the Turkish Army. Their organization was called NILI (“Nitzach Israel lo Ishakari,”
meaning “The Eternity of Israel shall not lie”).37 A clever deception by this Jewish spy network paid
lasting benefits. During the second battle of Gaza, the Turkish Pasha decided to evacuate all civil-
ians from the nearby coastal town of Jaffa. Being politically astute, Aaronsohn was mindful of the
recent world press condemnation of Turkish atrocities against the Armenians.

Although no atrocities actually occurred at Jaffa, Aaronsohn used the evacuation to begin a media
campaign concerning the “Pogrom of Jaffa.” Aaronsohn tricked the Western press into printing sto-
ries that the Syrian governor wanted to totally wipe the Jews out of Palestine. Although these accu-
sations were quickly debunked by commissioners from neutral nations such as Sweden, the inci-
dent’s international condemnation continued to complicate Turkish leaders’ calculations.38

yildirim-preface/ and http://alh-research.tripod.com/Light_Horse/index.blog/1825345 /turkish-understanding-of-projected-allied-
attacks-august-1917.

35. Sheffy, 48

36. Clayton, Forearmed, 48.

37. See Carly Speranza’s review of James Srodes, Spies in Palestine: Love, Betrayal, and the Heroic Life of Sarah Aaronsohn in Studies
in Intelligence 61, no. 2 (June 2017).

38. Anderson, Lawrence in Arabia, 299.
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These local Jewish agents were highly effective until their British overlords overplayed their
hand by asking them to disseminate British propaganda. The NILI network soon paid a ghastly
price. Two key members were ambushed by Bedouins near El Arish in 1917. In September of that
year, a carrier pigeon used by NILI was captured by the Turks. Two weeks later, a member of NILI
was arrested and, after torture, disclosed some of the group’s secrets. In early October, the Turks
arrested Sarah Aaronsohn. After being tortured for three days, she committed suicide, apparently
without betraying her colleagues. Two more members of the group were captured by the Turks
and executed in December 1917. Aaronsohn survived the war, but died in 1919 in a plane crash
over the English Channel while in route to the Paris Peace Talks.3?

Major Military Intelligence Lessons Observed

British military intelligence was initially heavily flawed, but it improved over time and eventually
gave the Allies a decisive edge.

With regard to human intelligence, military attachés, deserter debriefings, ground reconnais-
sance, and counterintelligence all appeared to be much more profitable than traditional spying.
Bedouins occasionally produced excellent intelligence, but they were too easily bought and turned.
Some Jewish spies were incredibly brave but did not seem to know much. True, Aaron Aaronsohn
provided a wealth of knowledge on Palestinian leaders, water resources, and road networks, but
most of that knowledge was acquired before he was employed by the British. Germany had even
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Victory at Beersheba and then Gaza opened the way to Jerusalem, which the Brits captured before
Christmas 1917, as ordered by Prime Minister George. Here Allenby’s troops prepare to march in
victory through the Jaffa Gate. Photo © Lebrecht Music and Arts Photo Library/Alamy Stock Photo

39. Mavi Boncuk, “Jewish Spies in Ottoman Palestine,” blog entry (2 July 2004); available online at http://maviboncuk.blogspot.
com/2004 /07 /jewish-spies-in-ottoman-palestine.html.
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less success than the Allies at clandestine operations. Both sides in this confrontation made the
mistake of thinking the quantity of their spies was more important than the quality and tradecraft
of their agents.

Technical intelligence collection, both geospatial and SIGINT, had far more impact on the battle-
field. The intelligence pivot point of the campaign appears to have been the British acquisition of
air superiority over the Germans in the summer of 1917. In the months before Beersheba, the Al-
lies extended the scope and quality of their air reconnaissance, while effectively denying Turko-
German surveillance of Allied operations. Yet, any commander’s view can become muddied, or
even grossly distorted, by inaccurate assessments. This vulnerability is magnified when any one
intelligence discipline is overly relied upon. For example, crack British cryptographers decoded a
Turkish order to withdraw 10,000 troops from Medina. Unfortunately, they were not able to de-
crypt the garrison’s subsequent message, in which they refused to leave.40

Regarding all-source analysis, the Arab Bureau'’s reporting was sometimes brilliant and prescient.
Yet, the bureau had a fundamental flaw. It had no qualms about tailoring its reporting to support
its own, as opposed to London’s, policy objectives. Similarly, Lawrence disclosed in his book Seven
Pillars of Wisdom that he also frequently lied in his reporting. For example, he once assured London
that the Bedouin Chieftain Auda abu Tayi was still totally loyal when he knew this to be false. The
lie resulted partly from ego and a conviction that as the “man on the scene,” Lawrence and bureau
members believed they always had the most accurate view of events.

Similar failures occurred in Tehran in 1979 and this problem persists. Modern field operatives are
sometimes encouraged to believe in their own sagacity. Although their insights can be extremely
valuable, operatives can be deceived, accidentally misinformed, or simply unaware of events (such
as the Sykes-Picot Agreement) beyond their personal network of informants. Therefore, there are
benefits to integrating all sources of tactical, operational, and strategic intelligence.

Finally, we’ve seen that deception operations may provide strategic advantages from meager in-
vestments of resources. Their highly touted use in the Battle for Beersheba is an historical fact, but
their impact and authorship are still disputed. What cannot be disputed is that deception opera-
tions are extremely dependent on excellent intelligence and counterintelligence. We must remain
cognizant that these activities can also stray into very murky territory. The Kirke Papers in the
British Intelligence Corps Museum concluded that the British had no qualms about “false reports
being given to the press or drafted into prepared political speeches.” Both are illegal in the United
States today.

40. Anderson, Lawrence in Arabia, 278.
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