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Stupidity and corruption, scourges of the contemporary world or leverages of 
action for achieving geopolitical aims? 

  
“The difference between genius and stupidity is that genius has its limits” 

Albert Einstein 
  

Corneliu PIVARIU 
  The Italian historian and economist Carlo Cipolla succeeded, after long years of 
research, in formulating five universal laws of stupidity serviceable in any society: 

1. Man has always underestimated the number of the idiots surrounding him; 
2. The likelihood of a man being stupid does nor depend on his other abilities; 
3. The stupid person is the one whose acts bring about losses  to other people or groups of pe-

ople and do not bring benefits to the protagonist or even turn it into negative events for himself; 
4. The stupids always underestimated the stupids’ destructive potential; 
5. The stupid is the most dangerous type of personality. 

We will not enlarge upon these formulations but their understanding will bring in interesting 
conclusions for the interested ones.  

Yet scarce education or education with great defficiencies are to be added, too, to stupidity, so-
mething that begins to manifest more and more frequently including through a primal form of this 
lack of  education or defficiencies in carrying out the educational process – workable illiterates. 
The latter percentage is worrying on the world stage as in 2005 it was reaching 68% in Brasil, 
while other statistics showed that it reached 47%  in Italy, 43% in Mexico and 21.8% in Great Bri-
tain. We have noticed that, at the level of the European Union, there is a concern for reducing this 
percentage by 20% during the coming 10 years as the Nordic countries have a percentage of under 
20% while Bulgaria and Romania have over 40% of workable illiterates.  

A process of stupid-autocracy emerges in some countries underlining the existence within the 
administration and the central leadership and within other economic and administrative bodies of 
persons with precarious training, much under the level of good governance and of fulfilling the 
functional attributions of the positions they were appointed to. 

Qui prodest this evolution? To a conglomerate of forces, many of them multinational, going after 
some of their own goals, political and economic or of a different nature, of some geopolitical goals 
aimed at redistributing the spheres of influence in the world much easier to be reached when the 
grey masses of the national populations are poorly prepared and with scarce education and witho-
ut the awareness of belonging to a democratic values system. 

  Corruption is to be added to all that, an as old phenomenon as the human society or the  world’s 
oldest profession. A world without corruption is, indeed, a noble objective and, at the same time, it 
is fair to say, a utopian one as well. That does not mean one should not fight for diminishing cor-
ruption yet this should be done first of all through education and through a sustained economic 
growth of the states and thereafter through the state’s bodies policy of fighting corruption. Unfor-
tunately, a prudent observer may find out that in certain countries which can be of interest for cer-
tain forces there is the concern for using the flag of fighting corruption channelled as a matter of 
priority to some segments of the society for attaining some other specific goals  which have quite 
nothing to do with the national interests of the respective states. 

Here we see how stupidity and corruption are not only dangers for the societies they are develo-
ping into but also tools skilfully used by forces which pursue in fact other goals than those nicely 
promoted by international bodies such as the UN, UNESCO and others.  

EDITORIAL 

Motto: “Opinions are free, but not mandatory”—I.L.Caragiale 
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Dieter FARWICK, BrigGen 
(ret)and publicist * 

The XIXth Party Congress of 
October, 2017 when Li Xinping 

was re-elected and a successor was appointed 
was not the end of the current policy but the be-
ginning of a Li Xinping’s very confident policy 
with general strategic objectives. 

By March 2018, he was elected president ”for 
life”. In what policy of power is concerned, that 
would have not been necessary as he detains the 
other two power positions – Chairman of Central 
Military Commission, which include 900,000 po-
licemen, too, and Party Secretary  ”for life”. 

The Poliburo Standing Committee and the Com-
munist Party of China lost their importance. 
With his position he embodies the party and 
strengthens it personally. For the sake of the 
party and in spite of the inefficiency, he stands 
by state enterprises which offer positions for the 
young aspiring and ”deserving” politicians of the 
party leadership. 

What makes him the "Emperor of China"? 

First of all, he himself. During the last years he 
mercilessly cleaned the party of real or suppo-
sed rivals. "Corruption" was the catch-word for 
the end of many careeres. It hit  as well many 
multi-billionaires who disappeared from public 
life without a court decision. Their private com-
panies were nationalised. End of story. 

„Chairman of everything“ – a label of recon-
naissance. 

With him, all the threads converge onto an iron 
fist. The results of the activities of the intelligen-
ce services are presented to him directly. He has 
many ”skeletons in his cabinet". 

The approximate 800 million Internet users 
are subject to a complete surveillance. 

The access to the international data services 

will be closed or temporarily closed. There are 
informal employees of the secret services in eve-
ry house and common dwelling who report the 
deviations from the ”targeted bahavior”. The po-
litically unpleasant events or concepts are tem-
porarily blocked or completely cancelled. 

The sanctions for misconduct may include: pro-
fessional prohibition – particularly for the 
”activists for human rights”. This prohibition is 
punishable by house arrest or confinement to a 
so-called ”re-esducation camp” without trial for 
an indefinite period of time. There are hundreds 
of thousands of Chinese citizens in such re-
education camps – not only the Uigurs of Xinji-
ang. For the family members the ”guilt by associ-
ation” is applied. That applies to the case of gra-
vely ill Liu Xia, the wife of Nobel laureate of the 
last end of the year, Liu Xiaobo, who wants to 
leave for Germany. The German chanchellor did 
not succeed during her visit to facilitate Liu Xia’s 
leaving to Germany. 

The gravest penalty is, of course, death pe-
nalty which, according to human rights orga-
nisations, applies to 1,000 cases a year with a 
great number of undeclared cases.  

The vaste data quantity introduced by millions 
of Internet users are processed in the current 
profile of personality using the ”the advanced 
artificial intelligence”. For a good behavior plus 
points are granted and even for the smallest mis-
take minus points are registered. The respective 
points account, which is not known by the per-
son in case, decides in what concern the affiliati-
on and promotion within the party, the professi-
onal success or failure  and the possibility of tra-
veling - in China or abroad.  

This account  is filled in through surveillance 
and reconaissance of individual ”types of mo-
vements” and of usual manners during working 
meetings or party meetings. 

Then, there is the ”facial reconnaissance”. 

The Current Geostrategic World-wide Outlook 
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The insiders suppose that, in case of the came-
ras that are massively used publicly record ap-
proximately 70% of a human body, the person is 
recognized more than 90% for sure and 100% is 
desired. 

Apparently, the social peace seems to prevail in 
China. Nevertheless, for years some 100,000 so-
called ”incidents” have been reported whereby 
military and police forces have been deployed 
for breaking the resistance in what concern land 
theft or dubious building projects of certain local 
leaders and officials. 

Domestically, there are three conflict points: 

Xinjiang in the west, where Beijing and its 
Han Chinese, who were forcefully resettled, 
leads a complete opression against the Muslim 
Uigurs who, in their turn, fight back by attacks 
and acts of sabotage against the opression with 
heavy casualties on both sides. In its issue of Ju-
ne 2nd, 2018, The Economist describes Xinjiang 
as "racist police state" whereby all kind of data 
concerning people and the way of driving one’s 
own vehicle can be stored on the ”Joint Platform 
of Integrated Operations” and reviewed within 
seconds. A perfect data storage. The same issue 
of The Economist mentions as well about 
”hundreds of thousands of Uigurs who disappea-
red in Xinjiang". 

The major project - one belt, one road – which 
will be discussed later in more detail, is aimed as 
well at better controlling China’s western part 
against the Uigurs including by rapid deploy-
ment of the military and police units of Central 
China. Officially, this project will bring West Chi-
na more tourism through rapid connections do-
mestically and abroad. There is no coincidence 
that this objective coincides with the strategic 
plans of implementation. 

Tibet is still a second hot point, where the 
native population – especially the monks in the 
monastries – fight against dictatorship. In Tibet, 
Dalai Lama, who resides in exile in India, has ma-
ny followers and a great influence. As far as the 
traffic in Tibet is concerned, the railroads and 
roads networks were extended so that the mili-
tary and police forces could be rapidly supple-
mented in case of upheavals. 

Taiwan remains the third source of conflict, 
considered by Beijing as a Chinese province. 
Opposite the island, a huge military arsenal was 
deployed on the continent. China insists on its 
right of reintegrating the separatist province in-
to ”continental China”.   

There are some obstacles in front of the desire 
or the intention of incorporating Taiwan by mili-
tary force:  

First of all, the USA and Japan and, probably 
South Korea, are supporting guarantees  for 
Taiwan’s independence. The cost of a milita-
ry invasion could become too high even for 
China. 

More than that, there is a tacit agreement: 
Taiwan abstains from too energically requesting 
independence as long as China does not rattle 
too much the sword. 

While travelling by train in continental China, 
your writer met Taiwanese tourists who are free 
to move around the continent and to invest es-
pecially in the real estate. That brings hard 
currency to Beijing. Beijing and Taiwan are be-
nefitting of this pragmatic “modus vivendi”. That 
does not mean "Peace for ever". A stronger Chi-
na could risk invading Taiwan militarily – parti-
cularly if the USA’s and Japan’s security guaran-
tees erode. Not tomorrow, or after tomorrow. 

The Chinese plan with 10 pillars for 2025. 

Li Xinping is not content with the so far achie-
vements. He wants the strategic position especi-
ally in what concern the key-technologies such 
as artificial intelligence, e-mobility, digitalizati-
on, broadband and robotics for strengthening 
his connections and to reach top positions in the 
whole world. 

As competitor, he sees the United States on-
ly. Europe has already remained much 
behind. 

That applies to the German auto industry which 
will be forced to cope with the ”supplyer” status. 
China will set the pace and the standards. It is 
likely that the German industry succeeds in con-
quering a market segment through long life bat-
teries and low wear and tear. 
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China is buying since years agricultural land all 
over the world, companies or shares, equipment 
and raw materials which could help China reach 
its 2025  objectives.  

Here are the 10 pillars of key-technologies 
China aims at for 2025, when it wants to be-
come a ”srong” power: 

• ”Information technology, 

• automation and robotics, 

• airspace industry, 

• maritime and navigation equipment, 

• high speed railroads, 

• electric vehicles, electrical energy, 

• agricultural equipment, 

• new materials, 

• pharmaceutical industry and 

• medical devices" (see Spiegel Nr.21 / 
18.5.2018" Aufholen und U berholen ") 

This is an ambitious program. Nevertheless, 
2025 is but an intermediate objective. In 2035, 
China wants to be a ”medium-size power", and 
in 2049, on the opportunity of the 100th anni-
versary of the Peoples’ Republic to become a 
”world power” of the processing industry (see 
Spiegel Nr. 21 ebda.). 

China exploits the systemic benefits of a cen-
trally directed dictatorship which can plan and 
act strategically. 

 

Global strategy - „one belt, one road“. 

It is the "new" or "the digital silk road" – a tho-
usands of billions of dollar project, which covers 
more than seventy countries – with a road, mari-
time and aerial transport infrastructure to Euro-
pe. In Germany, the port of Duisburg is already 
the reshipment point for the goods carried by 
train. 

Li Xinping at the October 2017 party con-
gress: "China is cramming the center of the 
world businesses" (see Spiegel Nr.21 din 
18.5.2018). 

The term "road" is misleading. It is a network of 
roads, transport lanes and air routes which 
should make Europe more accessible to China’s 
economy and trade. A great deal of the high in-
vestment costs are borne by the partner countri-
es under the supervision of the Chinese go-
vernment. The construction projects are not pu-
blicly announced and are to be carried out ma-
inly by Chinese companies. This applies to ra-
ilroad transport and aircrafts, too. 

Today, Chinese high-speed trains coonect the 
great Chinese metropolises. And the Chinese air-
craft industry is taking great stride forward. 

The Chinese army – the beneficiary of inno-
vation and investments. 

The Chinese army is already a world power – 
behind the United States of America which 
twchnological advances are however eroding.  

Military considerations are behind the global 
strategy ”one belt, one road“. The army will be 
able to work faster in all directions. 

That applies to South China Sea which China 
considers a Chinese inland sea in spite of the de-
cision of the Hague International Court of July 
12th, 2016 which defined South China Sea as an 
”open sea”. 

That decision does not prevent China to build 
artificial islands there and to expand these small 
”aircraft carriers”. This military infrastructure 
can be viewed on google.earth. 

The USA president’s announcements of giving 
up the ”costly” military drills with South Korea 
are the result to China’s power projection as 
well. However, the possible agreements with 
North Korea are worrying China. Its influence 
over North Korea may continue to decline. On a 
long term, China is afraid of the reunification of 
North and South Korea. As a result of the experi-
ences and discussions in South Korea on the reu-
nification, your writer considers that the desire 
of reunification within the political circles and 
among the South Korean population is feeble. 
Facilitating travel and families reunification 
would suffice to the people. A special quality of 
the Chinese army is the ”cyber and information 
war” which adds a new dimension to any mo-
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dern warfare. There is an ”extension” of digitali-
zation, of artificial intelligence and of robotics 
from industry to the army and vice-versa in this 
field as well.  Quality only, not quantity is requ-
ested in this field. 

The first Chinese military base in Djibouti at the 
geopolitical and geostrategic way out to the so-
uth and to the Suez Cannal and the conflict area 
in Yemen is worth noticing (see Allgemeine 
Schweizer Milita rzeitschrift 01/02/2018). 

What future will China have? 

Reading China’s future visions takes your 
breath away. 

The last decades proved China has the will and 
power to turn visions into reality – contrary to 
Europe. 

Fortunately, history shows that future can un-
fold otherwise than it is hoped for. For instance 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990/91, al-
most thirty years ago with unsettled consequen-
ces until today. 

The only power in the world able to halt the 
Chinese expansionist policies and the 
”Chinese dream” is the United States with its 
powerful partners – from Japan and India to 
Australia.  

It is not clear yet whether the USA under presi-
dent Donald Trump wishes and can eliminate 
the mistakes of Barack Obama’s power policy in 
this region. 

China itself can have changes and delays. 

This applies to the strong Li Xinping. On his 
way to seizing power he acted rather brutally. 
Whether he continues to impose his power in an  
equally brutal way, the resistance to him and to 
his policy can increase especially in case the Chi-
nese economy loses strength, demography de-
crease, the environment continues to deteriorate 
and the ethnic conflicts are on the rise. 

There is still the distress potential in the re-
education camps. LiXinping created not only 
friends in China following his purges but also 
bitter enemies waiting for their chance to ta-
ke revenge. 

An economic negative development can increa-
se China’s national debt which is now close to 
300% of the GDP. 

Can the trade dispute between China and the 
USA lead to a military conflict? In theory it is 
possible, but due to interdependencies – China 
needs the USA’s Market and the USA needs Chi-
na’s money – it is unlikely.Poate disputa comer-
ciala  dintre China s i Statele Unite sa  conduca  la 
un conflict militar?  

Whether nevertheles a war between the two 
giants takes place, the world’s political maps will 
be amended. 

What means this possible development for 
Germany? 

Chancelor’s visit to China in May, 2018 did not 
bring new significant results. 

Among others, Merkel spoke of a ”deepening of 
the economic relations”. 

"Deepening of the economic relations” between 
two different partners? China, with its 1.4 billion 
inhabitants and an ever increasing power is a 
giant while Germany, with 80 million inhabitants 
and declining power cannot be an ”equal par-
tners”. 

The planning horizons are too far away: 
Germany thinks and acts „On the 
spot“ (specifically Merkel), China thinks 
along the following milestones: 2025, 2035 
and 2049. 

The said "deepening” may lead to a Germany’s 
ever increased dependency on China – especially 
in the cars industry. There will be more 
”computers on wheels” in the future  – due to 
China, too, - than German premium cars with in-
ternal combustion engines. 

Since there will be no European common initia-
tive for innovation and investments, Gemany has 
to use the existing niches and look for more in 
order to secure the market share. That implies a 
closer cooperation with the corresponding Euro-
pean states and with North America in spite of 
Donald Trump who may rule still for maximum 
6,5 years. 
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There are cooperation possibilities even after 
that. 

Published initially on June, 27th 2018 by conservo.com  
and republished with the author accept. 

 

Dr.  Dan DUNGACIU 

The fundamental question 
for those who want to really 
understand what is going on 
in  Chişina u is the following: 

Whether Vladimir Plahotniuc and the current 
ruling play against Russia,  plays pro-Europe and 
under the American wing, how comes that after 
the outrageous episode of cancelling the elec-
tions for the mayor’s office in  Chişina u, the offi-
cial Moscow and the Russian media (to an equal 
extent in the Russian Federation and in the R. of 
Moldova) kept their mouth shut? Neither did 
they said anything and did not harness the best 
opportunity to publicly annihilate ”Vladimir 
Plahotniuc, the number one enemy“, but they 
even praised the achievements of the govern-
ment and its steps. Moreover, while the Demo-
cratic Party leader bragged in Washington about 
his successes concerning counteracting the Rus-
sian propaganda, as sputnik.md, the branch in 
Chişina u of Russia’s world propaganda network 
is under his control and in the electoral cam-
paign for Chişina u elections backed Silvia Radu, 
the ”under cover” candidate of the same Plahot-
niuc. Once more: the prevailing narration was, 
and still is, that Filip’s governance in Chişina u, 
based on the majority secured by the Democrat-
ic Party led by Vladimir Plahontiuc, it is anti-
Dodon, and,  therefore pro-European, pro-
American, pro-Romanian and, it is, as a con-
cequence, against Russia and the Eurasian vec-
tor. It seems that the only one which did not 
know that is... Russia! Since if it has had known 
it, how could have it fail the most formidable 
chance to hit the  ”hostile” governance in  
Chişina u, to publicly compromise it and, along-
side it, to compromise it in front of the eyes of 
the citizens of the R. of Moldova and also of the 
Europeans and of the Americans a governance 
that defrauded the elections in a way unseen 
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*) General Brigadier 
(ret)  Dieter FARWICK, 
born on June 17th 1940 
in Schopfheim, Baden-
Württemberg. After fi-
nishing his studies he 
joined the German army 
in 1961 as a conscript. 
After a temporary em-
ployment, he became a 

professional soldier of the German Army- Tanks 
troops.  

From platoon commander he went through all 
command positions to the commander of a tanks 
division.During this time he participated to the 
general training of the staff at Hamburg Com-
mand and General Staff College. Nationally, he 
was  the Head of Military Intelligence Directora-
te. 

During Dr. Manfred Wörner’s mandate as minis-
ter of Defense, he worket for the political-military 
interface and, among others, was involved in 
drawing up two Whate Papers on defense.  Dieter 
Farwick gained international experience as parti-
cipant to one year course with London Royal De-
fense College. 

In the 1990s, he worked for four years as Head 
of Operations with the former NATO Head Quar-
ters Central Europe. He has played  an essential 
role in developing the NATO program” Partner-
ship for Peace”. 

He was transfered to the reserves with the rank 
of General Brigadeer. When he was  active officer 
and later on he published several books and nu-
merous articles on issues of security policy and 
armed forces. 

After retirement, he worked during ten years as 
editor in chief of the news service  worldsecuri-
ty.com, on global security issues. 

He is a member of the presidency of Weikershe-
im Studies Center and organises  an annual con-
ference on security policy.  
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even in the former USSR? Yet Russia was silent. 
Why? That is the question! There is something 
very rotten in the R. of Moldova... And there is 
not here about the whims of some sticklers in 
Buchares – the saboteurs of the small republic 
and of Romania’s great foreign policy! – who 
were expecting a sign of a minimum benevo-
lence for blindly endorsing  Plahotniuc’s regime 
or at least an official mention, even in passing, 
that this year is, nevertheless,  theCentenary of 
all Romanians’ Union, the Bessarabians’ includ-
ed. It is about something much more serious. 
And those who pretended and further pretend to 
overlook that have in reality no escuse any long-
er after June, 25th, 2018 the date the Supreme 
Court of the R. of Moldova invalidated the elec-
tions for the mayor’s office in Chişina u. Let’s us 
see what it is about. The R. of Moldova does 
what neither Russia, nor Balarus did. To see the 
gravity of what happened in Chişina u, imagine 
the following scene. The famous Russian dissi-
dent Alexey Navalny wins, uncontested by any-
one, the elections for Moscow’s mayorship. He is 
congratulated by his counterpart, OSCE declares 
the elections valid etc. Vladimir Putin only, hid-
den behind the absolutely independent justice – 
in the former USSR the justice was not inde-
pendent, it was absoluted independent, invali-
dates the elections. Plain and simple. With an 
amazing argument, namely that the number of 
likes generated probably by a urge to vote from 
the opposition candidate in the preceeding week
-end of the elections. How would have reacted 
Bucharest to such an episode? It is obviously a 
rhetoric question. Yet what we have to under-
stand from this Russian imaginary example is 
that, keeping the proportions, it is exactly such a 
thing that happened under our eyes, in Chişina u! 
In a state that signed an Association Agreement 
with the EU, that got the liberalization of visas 
which was (almost) unconditionally endorsed by 
Bucharest all along these years. What happened 
there was without precedent, including for the 
former Sovier space. Neither Russia, nor Belarus 
ever did such a thing. There, the strategy was to 
block the potential dangerous candidates before 
they enter the elections and, in no case, after 
those have won! In Chişina u one went, here, fur-
ther. Even further. The ”explanations” which 

were later  circulated by the media in Chişina u 
are ridiculous and disqualifying. One relate to a 
conspiration theory where Andrei Na stase 
would have been used by the Russians to desta-
bilize the situation in the R. of Moldova,  aware 
or not of the part he was playing,  another on 
that the so-called ”real estate mafia” that would 
have blocked his ascent fearing some onerous 
businesses which were to be revealed and de-
structured. Obviously, nobody believed them. If 
the theories were believed, the first gesture of 
the government and Vladimir Plahotniuc would 
have been an invitation to a real and sincere de-
bate with Andrei Na stase and the leaders of the 
opposition since we have in Chişina u a bigger 
problem than anything – Russia or the real es-
tate mafia -, compromising us all beyond repair. 
So we all have to fight against it. Such a debate 
did not take place. And it won’t since such 
”explanations” for invalidating the elections are 
completely baseless, at least until now. Moreo-
ver, after so many visits abroad, to Washington 
included, articles published on different sites – 
low-level, it’s true – where Vladimir Plahotniuc 
accredited the idea he controls everything in the 
republic, how can one explain that the Russians 
or the ”real estate mafia” are defrauding the 
elections under your very nose? Where were 
you? Therefore, you either cheated  your part-
ners – namely you do not control anything – or 
that the opposition’s and not only statements 
concerning the political power involvement in 
the justice of the R. of Moldova are valid. There 
is no a third alternative. Moreover, mention 
should be made of an all too important element 
LARICS made a point of since almost a year 
about the existence of the binomial Plahotniuc-
Dodon. As Moscow and the Russian media do, 
president Igor Dodon – him, too, ostensibly a 
sworn-enemy of the government – is deafening 
silent in what concern the invalidation of the 
elections in the sense that he is neither accusing 
the government, nor even the Democratic Party, 
to say nothing of Vladimir Plahontiuc, a name he 
never utters. In a FB posting he wrote with a 
fake sadness: ”Everything that is going on is the 
result of the Euro-unionists governance during 
nine years“. As usual for Igor Dodon the oppo-
nents are generic, have neither name nor sur-
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name, not even a name for the party. How come? 
Isn’t Igor Dodon the leader of the Socialists Party 
which will join this fall the campaign for the par-
liamentary elections and will fight for parlia-
mentary seats with the governing party? Then 
why is he silent? Why doesn’t he challenge the 
political opponents? Who is he sparing? In fact, 
as Moscow and the Russian media do, the presi-
dent of the R. of Moldova spares the binomial 
Plahontniuc-Dodon. The binomial Plahotniuc-
Dodon who leads the R. of Moldova. Europe is 
discarding Chişina u... Contrary to Romania, 
which further endorses the ”European roadmap 
of the R. of Moldova” even after the elections in  
Chişina u were invalidated, the EU and America 
reacted angrily. In the European Parliament, in a 
desolate hall – that indicated clearly not the lack 
of interest for the topic but the gross lack of in-
terest in what concern the R. of Moldova – the 
European deputies approached, upon the Popu-
lars’ proposal, the situation in the Republic. It 
was even tougher than during the Communists’ 
times and was backed by 343 Euro-
parliamentarians who ”urge the Commission to 
cease any disbursements foreseen by the 
macrofinancial assistance (AMF) for Moldova; it 
considers that any decision on future disburse-
ments should be taken only after the planned 
parliamentary elections take place and on condi-
tion that they take place in accordance with the 
standards recognized internationally and be as-
sessed by the specialized international bodies 
and the AMF conditions have been fulfilled“. 
Moreover, the Parliament requests the Commis-
sion to ”cease the budgetary support for Moldo-
va, using the June precedent when such ceasing 

occurred after the banking crisis; it considers 
that the mechanism of ceasing the EU’s budget-
ary support should be applied as a reaction to 
the invalidation of the elections for the mayoral 
position in Chişina u and that should include a 
list of conditions the Moldovan authorities must 
fulfill, among which the validation of the elec-
tions in Chişina u and that investigations aimed 
at concrete results and completely transparent 
be carried out as well as recovering the assets 
and the prosecution of the guilty ones, in case of 
fraud“. As the text of the Resolution clearly indi-
cates, it is not about ”suspending” the financial 
support – as the power in the R. of Moldova 
falsely says -, but of its cancellation, since the 
conditions stipulated in the text will be never 
fulfilled by the authorities in  Chişina u. In its 
turn, the United States is monitoring the judici-
ary proceedings under way for invalidating the 
results of the 3rd of June elections in Chişina u, as 
a statement of the US Department of State un-
derlines: ”The sanctity of elections represents 
the foundation of any democracy and they 
should observe the international norms. We ex-
pect the Moldovan government guarantees a 
transparent process of the court without politi-
cal meddling. In case irregularities are found, we 
request all sides to approach them in a way that 
observes the rule of law and the democratic 
principles of governance, including the people’s 
will expressed by the elections“. Is Chişina u dis-
carding itself, too? Chişina u retaliates angrily. 
The prime minister reacts pathetically, innacu-
rate and inadequate: ”The amounts which were 
to reach the R. of Moldova from the EU, it is 
about 34 million euro,  were aimed at improving 
the nourishment of the children in kindergar-
dens and schools as well as for increasing the 
educators’ salaries. Yet we will attract more 
money from the budget from our own sources“. 
The statement concerning ”the nourishment of 
the children in the kindergardens” is an obvious 
strategy of the government of counteracting the 
Resolution with the cheap appeal to emotion. 
The European funds were not clearly aimed at 
the destination suggested in a manipulatory way 
by the R. of Moldova’s prime minister. Yet the 
attitude in itself and the message conveyed to 
the population interesting: the EU suspended 
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the money which was to reach the children and 
the educators... Nevertheless, we, the govern-
ment, will do that without Europe’s help! The 
prime minister met the ambassadors and the 
latter issued a statement in which they express 
not only their concern but speak explicitly of the 
duties the R. of Moldova has towards the EU and 
its rule of law. The Moldovan government reacts 
angrily and sends its version on the meeting 
with an amazing mention: ”Complementing the 
statement distributed yesterday to the media by 
the European Union Delegation to Chişina u con-
cerning the meeting between the prime minister 
Pavel Filip, the Head of the EU Delegation, Peter 
Michalko, and the ambassadors of the EU coun-
tries, the Government has some mentions which 
are unexpectedly missing from the respective 
statement  and where the meeting is described 
only as the information supplied by one of the 
two sides (our note)“. Namely the EU ambassa-
dors to Chişina u are conveying distorted mes-
sages and clearly anti-government! And that is 
not all. The prime minister Pavel Filip, who de-
clared lately that Romania, alongside Russia, are 
destabilizing the Republic, declared later that 
”some representatives of the European Union” 
sent his SMSs whereby the former ask him to 
intervene for the validation of the elections for 
the capital! More than that, in one of the messag-
es he even received a deadline of two days. Such 
a public position was upheld by the speaker of 
the R. of Moldova, Andrei Candu. Vladimir 
Plahotniuc himself, after the final ruling of the 
Supreme Court of Justice of cancelling the elec-
tions, declared in an interview that ”It is strange 
that the electoral agitation was penalized yet 
something much more serious, I believe, was 
overlooked, namely the violation of the law in 
what concern the meddling of foreign politi-
cians“. He deplored the fact that the court reject-
ed the Socialists’ complaint against Andrei 
Na stase who has had posted on his Facebook ac-
count supporting messages from Joseph Daul, 
the president of the European Popular Party, 
from Ludovic Orban, the president of the Roma-
nian National Liberal Party and from mayors in 
Romania. Is it clear who are the enemies of the 
democracy in the neighboring Republic? In the 
same interview, Plahotniuc acknowledged prac-

tically that the cancellation of the elections in 
Chişina u was a ”first-degree felony“. Questioned 
if the suspension of the EU financing affects the 
budget of the R. of Moldova, Plahotniuc replied 
that ”Since this is an electoral year, we have 
foreseen the possibilities that these amounts be 
delayed or cancelled even if the invalidation of 
the elections in Chişina u did not occur because 
we all understand certain political movements 
and possible interests. This is why there is no 
question about the Moldovans being financially 
affected by such decisions“. The most surprising 
declaration of the Democratic Party’s leader is 
the following: ”We will reconsider the reforms 
under way. They will be dully finalized. Yet we 
will prioritize them the way they result from 
people’s main needs and not from the conditions 
of the different agreements as it was the case so 
far“. One just hints to make oneself understood! 
Even if he did not refered directly to the Associa-
tion Agreement with the EU, the Democratic Par-
ty’s leader sent a clear message. These agree-
ments, including the one for the Association, do 
not pertain to ”the people’s main needs”, so that 
they can be put between brackets and they  will 
be decided by the government and not by Eu-
rope or America, which are unappreciative to 
Chişina u’s efforts and manipulated by opportun-
istic leaders wishing to harm the Republic and 
let, as the prime minister Filip said, the children 
in the kindergarden without nourishment and 
the educators without salaries... Besides the pa-
thetic notes and manipulation, such tension, mu-
tual incriminations and statements looking like 
blackmail  for the EU are unprecedented in the 
R. of Moldova. Not only did Chişina u stepped 
back after the Resolution of the European Parlia-
ment yet it entered an open confrontation  with 
Brussels. What do the binomial and Russia pur-
sue in fact in Chişina u? Let’s go back to the ques-
tion at the beginning. What is going on there? 
What were the stakes for invalidating the elec-
tions in Chişina u? The main stake is political 
and, implicitly, geopolitical. First of all, Dorin 
Chirtoaca’s dismissal and Andrei Na stase’s victo-
ry in Chişina u became a genuine personal stake 
in Chişina u. Keeping the proportions, something 
of the sort of Alexey Navalny’s victory in Mos-
cow. And such a thing was intolerable and not 
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admissible for the one who leads the Republic. 
I.e. the strongest man in the Republic cannot 
prevent the most vocal of his enemies to take 
over Chişina ul? That means he is not in fact a 
strong man... Besides the personal stakes, we 
have to do with a geopolitical answer. By invali-
dating the elections, the Democratic Party, i.e. 
Vladimir Plahotniuc, sent a clear and unequivo-
cal message to everyone that no so-called pro-
European alliance between PAS, The Yes Plat-
form and the Democratic Party is not any  longer 
possible. This ”potential” coalition was support-
ed tacitly of explicitly by both sides of the Atlan-
tic (and in Bucharest). It would have been una-
voidable for isolating the Socialists and Dodon, 
they said, even if the opponents (with reference 
to Maia Sandu and Na stase) could not assume 
publicly and do not want in fact. Yet they cannot 
do otherwise. It would have gone this way, the 
only version accepted by the West for isolating 
the Socialists. And, with their hands covering 
their noses, the three should have signed. That 
was the tacit hope of those who kept suggesting 
us that the street opposition should not get radi-
calized, to let the doors open, to not fight the bi-
nomial, the Oligarch etc. etc. Since in the end 
they will govern with him, too… Well, all their 
calculations, no matter how naî ve they were, are 
now history. A credulous, stupid, childish histo-
ry, yet nevertheless history. Today, after the 
mayoral elections in Chişina u were invalidated, 
Vladimir Plahotniuc’s message is obvious: such a 
coalition is impossible. It is unconceivable now 
to make such a coalition. The fracture is too 
deep, it is profound, beyond repair. Plahotniuc 
burned all bridges with Sandu or Na stase. And 
did it in public, with a high flame to be seen and 
understood by everyone. A chapter is closed. 
And a sort of tacit but irritating pressure on the 
Democratic Party ceased. When the chances of 
the non-parliamentarian opposition (PAS and 
DA) of taking more than 50% of the votes are 
now minimal – including thanks to the amend-
ment of the electoral law which the binomial 
Plahotniuc-Dodon imposed – the only alterna-
tive of coalition remaining is the binomial plus 
the independents, that will survive until after the 
elections as well. The power‘s message in 
Chişina u is: like it or not, that’s it. From now on 

all of you will have to admit that there is no oth-
er alternative, the opposition is too weak to win 
the majority, especially that we will do anything 
possible to weaken it further (do not look at 
Chişina u only because we will hit in the territory 
also, although no one speaks about that!). The 
political stake, namely maintaining the binomial 
at the governance even after the parliamentari-
an elections is, in fact, geopolitical. Invalidating 
the mayoral elections in Chişina u and maintain-
ing a belligerent status with the EU do not do 
anything but confirm what LARICS said since a 
long time. The ultimate tasks of the binomial are 
geopolitical, namely ”solving” the Transnistria 
issue which today can be done only to Russian 
Federation’s benefit. Namely the Transnistriza-
tion which is being prepared gradually under 
our own eyes: the R. of Moldova’s massive ced-
ings of sovereignty in relation to Transnistria, 
the validation of the Russian army’s presence  in 
the R. of Moldova, the recent resolution voted at 
the UN by which the Russian troops in the R. of 
Moldova are legalized (the so-called peace keep-
ing troops sanctified by the 1992 Agreement) 
etc. etc. Yet the Transnistrization which is called 
in Chişina u rhe ”country’s reintegration” may be 
done, and Moscow knows that very well, only 
with a massive majority in Chişina u 
(constitutional majority), able to amend the al-
ready voted legislation and to impose a new one, 
appropriate for the ”reintegration”. The binomial 
plus the independents will be that majority. This 
is their real, assumed and interiorized stake and 
not the European integration. Solving the Trans-
nistian issue would be for them not only the 
lucky ticket for entering the History but also the 
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one securing their honorability today. That ex-
plains Moscow’s stupefying silence, apparently 
unexplainable, and Igor Dodon’s care towards 
the governance and the perpetuation of the Bi-
nomial  Plahotniuc-Dodon and Chis ina u’s recent 
insurgency against Europe which, through Vladi-
mir Plahotniuc’s message turns the Association 
Agreement  into something not-mandatory or 
even against the ”interests of the Republic’s citi-
zens”... Something should be very clear. Those 
who keep today Vladimir Plahotniuc’s hand 
must understand that, after the elections in  
Chis ina u were invalidated, the keep the hands of 
Igor Dodon in their second hand… 

Article published initially by  LARICS and repub-
lished with the author’s acceptance  

Dan Dungaciu is the Director of the Institute for 
International Studies and Relations of the Roma-
nian Academy and member of the Experts Council 
of  LARICS.   

interview exclusive for Geostrategic Pulse 
with Mr. Victor CHUMAK, runner-up for 

Ukraine’s presidency, July 27th, 2018 

 

The domestic political situation in Ukraine 
is still tense and is influenced by the per-
spectives of the next year elections. The cur-
rent legislative initiatives have a dual signif-
icance as they are conceived for meeting the 
necessary conditions for securing the finan-
cial stability through foreign assistance but 
also for securing a favorable positioning of 
the current power, irrespective of the devel-
opments of the domestic political and social 
situation. 

Ukraine’s economy is under way of recov-
ery. Last year the GDP grew by 2.5 % while 
the prognosis shows a potential growth of 

3 % for the current year. Inflation was still high in 
2017 at 14.4 %. The local currency devaluated 
and the average was 24.6 UAH per USD. Ukraine 
diminished significantly its trade exchanges with 
the Russian Federation yet it was not able to get 
rid completely of the economic dependency on the 
latter, especially in the energy sector. 

Ukraine’s economy is dependent on the interna-
tional lenders, including on their capacity as 
guarantors of the fiscal stability. In April, 2017, 
Ukraine received the fourth installment from 
the IMF in the framework of the Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF); after that, IMF financing in the 
framework of this program ceased. The main de-
mands of the IMF in what Ukraine is concerned 
are: reforming the pension system, ending the 
moratorium on land sales, large scale privatiza-
tions and increased efforts in the anti-corruption 
field. These demands have, in our opinion, a signif-
icant impact on the oligarchic system in Ukraine. 

 

Geostrategic Pulse (P.G.): In the framework of 
the electoral campaign, what are, in your opinion, 
the perspective of carrying out of offensive opera-
tions (by both sides) and of the Joint Forces Oper-
ation (the former Op. C. Terro). How do you see 
Ukraine’s map in 2019 and in the perspective? 

Victor Chumack (V.C.): I think that military 
operations in the East can turn into a conflict of 
high intensity, exceptionally if the presidential 
election is won by a candidate that is not part of 
the current political establishment. Putin can do 
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this to make it clear from the first days of the 
presidency that the issues of the East and Cri-
mea will constantly dominate both in the domes-
tic and foreign policy of Ukraine. And he will also 
influence the new President's every step and ac-
tion. 

But the map of the country will not change sig-
nificantly. 

 

P.G.: In the perspective of the time interval 
August 2018 – March 2019, many Western politi-
cians but also the Ukrainians are worried of the 
possibility of the Russian Federation’s carrying 
out hybrid type operations against Ukraine. How 
do you assess the intensity of the possible 
fake news concerning Ukraine during the presi-
dential campaign in your country? Who will be 
the disadvantaged candidates by Moscow and 
why? 

V.C.: Without a doubt, the information  war 
will continue with renewed vigor and intensity. 
Moscow, having the opportunity to pro-
duce fakes, will be promoting the most advanta-
geous candidate for itself (Boyko, perhaps Vilkul, 
possibly Medvedchuk), discrediting all pro-
Western candidates — Hrytsenko, Sadovyi, and 
others. 

 

P.G.: What is in your opinion the oligarchs’ 
role in backing the runners-up to the presidency
(for instance Y. Tymoshenko enjoys the Minister of 
Interior Arsen Avakov’s and of some notorious oli-
garchs’ support who may contribute both finan-
cially and media — through their trusts they con-
trol — to promoting her image). 

V.C.: Of course, the oligarchs will do 
their best to make an agreement (already at the 
start) with candidates with the highest ratings 
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on the preservation of the existing economic and 
political model. I call it “oligarchic kleptocracy”, 
which is based on monopoly property in the 
economy, monopolistic levers of influence on 
making political decisions, and a monopoly in 
the media. 

This will apply not only to Tymoshenko, but 
also to other candidates who will have a chance 
to win elections as of February–March 2019. 

As the saying goes, they won't put all the eggs 
into one basket. 

 

P.G.: In a statistics on the attachment of 
the EU’s citizens to the values of the Union showed 
that the Latvians and the Romanians are the most 
attached to the values of this organisation, with 
favorable ratings of around 80 %. What is your 
perception in what concern the level of the 
Ukrainians’ attachment to the EU’ values? 

V.C.: In order to support values, one should 
live for at least a year where they work. What 
“European values” look like in reality is known 
only to those Ukrainians who lived or live in 
the EU. Others are only guessing. But today in 
the country there is a great demand for two 
basic value principles — the rule of law and the 
inevitability of punishment. Implementation of 
these principles is supported by almost 100 % of 
the population of the country. 

 

P.G.: You are aware of the appreciations of 
the big European and North-American chanceries 
concerning Nord Stream II (the pipeline connect-
ing exclusively Germany to the Rus-
sian Federation). What impact do you think this 
project has on the systems of pipelines crossing 
Ukraine from a strategic perspective? 

V.C.: This project has nothing to do with the 
economy. It is political. Germany is not very 
much interested in supplying US liquefied natu-
ral gas to Europe, while Russia is interested in 
reducing transit through Ukraine. And Nord 
Stream II is just at the intersection of these inter-
ests. 

But European countries should realize: in Rus-

sian strategies, energy carriers are weapons that 
are just waiting for being used. 

 

P.G.: I know that the recent past found you in 
important positions within the Group of Inter-
Parliamentarian Relations USA-Ukraine or within 
the Ukraine-NATO Parliamentary Assembly. How 
do you see, from NATO-Ukraine relations perspec-
tive, after the 11th–12th July summit in Brussels 
and how do you assess the scarcity of references 
concerning Ukraine during the recent summit be-
tween the Russian and American presidents of Ju-
ly, 16th, 2018 in Helsinki? 

V.C.: I believe that Ukraine will be a member of 
NATO. But this will happen only when we 
have done our part of work: have carried out de-
oligarchization, built transparent democratic in-
stitutions and done with corruption. The timing 
will depend very much on the results of the next 
presidential election. 

 

P.G.: What is your assessment concerning the 
past and future of Saakashvili ”factor” in today’s 
Ukrainian society? 

V.C.: Mikheil himself has learned what oligar-
chic deceit is about and opened the society's 
eyes to the fact that oligarchs do not need re-
al reformers. They only need them as a screen, 
behind which they keep plotting to unlawfully 
enrich some of the politicians and oligarchs. He 
will return to the country and, most likely, 
will be an active political player. 

 

P.G.: I have read with great care your public 
assessments on the corruption in Ukraine general-
ly, and the corruption in the armed forces in par-
ticular. How do you see counteracting these as-
pects? 

V.C.: Under oligarchic consensus, it is impossi-
ble to overcome corruption in a particular 
sphere. Corruption can be overcome if there are 
clear and understandable rules, standards and 
procedures, effective institutions, as well as the 
political will of the leadership of the country. We 
have fulfilled the first two conditions, but the 
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third one is so far not even close to this fulfill-
ment. The current political leadership in the per-
son of the President-oligarch is not interested in 
changing game rules. Therefore, it does not have 
political will to overcome corruption. 

P.G.: In light of the military events of 2008 
and 2014, in Georgia and Ukraine, how do you as-
sess Moscow’s ”project” of unifying the Slavic fac-
tor? 

V.C.: Putin's obsessive goal is to reproduce 
the Soviet Union in any other form, but precisely 
with the domination of Russian interests. There-
fore, the policy of collecting all the lands will 

continue to be dominant in Russia's actions. 

 

P.G.: If you would be requested to analyze the 
“Intermarium” and the “Three Seas Initiative” 
what would be your stance? Why? 

V.C.: I think that such regional initiatives are 
very useful: at least from the point of view of co-
ordinating the policies of these countries in 
countering the hybrid threats from Russia. 

Interview realized by Corneliu PIVARIU, Kiev 
27.07.2018 

Viktor CHUMAK 

Leader of the “Wave” Movement, an MP, Deputy Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada's Com-
mittee for Preventing and Counteracting Corruption. 

Born June 5, 1958 in Khmelnytskyi. The father - a Police Captain, the mother - a cook. Having 
served in the Army followed the example of his father — a combat officer who had gone through 

the whole war — and entered the Khmelnytskyi Higher Artillery Col-
lege, from which he graduated in 1981. 

In 1981–1992 served in the Armed Forces of the USSR: Kamchatka, 
Belarus, Turkmenistan. 

In 1990 entered the Faculty of Law of the Taras Shevchenko Ky-
iv State University (in absentia), graduated in 1995. 

In 1992 returned to Ukraine and got engaged in the process of crea-
tion of the Border Guard Service of independent Ukraine. Until 1999, 
had worked at the National Academy of the State Border Guard Ser-
vice, the only institution at that time to train border guards, then 
headed the Department of Military Law there. 

In 2000 transferred to Kiev, and headed the Directorate of Legal Support of the State Committee 
for the Protection of the State Border of Ukraine. As a leader and participant of working groups, he 
participated in the preparation and writing of 11 laws of Ukraine. Permanent member of the 
Ukrainian delegation in the negotiations with the EU on the EU- Ukraine Action Plan. 

Participated in negotiations on visa facilitation and readmission. Was directly in charge of the de-
velopment and support of the new law on the Border Guard Service, which laid the foundations for 
the reform of the Border Guard Service. 

In 1999 and 2000 was the winner of the All-Ukrainian Competition for the best professional 
achievement —  “Lawyer of the Year”. 

In 2004 political changes in the country slowed down the negotiation process on European inte-
gration. Not wanting to “sit on his hands” even as Major General, he decided to leave the civ-
il service for the non-state sector. 

2004–2009 — an expert, Director of Political Analysis and Security Programs, Director of the In-
ternational Center for Policy Studies. In 2010, together with a team of like-minded people, created 
a new analytical center — the Ukrainian Institute of Public Policy. 
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In 2012 won the elections to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in the 214th majority constituency 
(Dniprovskyi district of Kyiv) in a rivalry with the odious Oles Dovhyi. 

As the Head of the Committee for Preventing and Counteracting Corruption, he became one of the 
authors of the laws and initiators of the creation of NABU, NACC, databases of e-declarations of 
officials and laws on the prosecution of high officials for corruption abuses. Co-author of 
draft laws that opened the database about wealth and real estate of politicians and officials. It was 
through active anti-corruption policy that it was possible to ease the visa regime with the coun-
tries of the European Union. 

In 2013–2014 — was an active member of EuroMaydan from the first to the last day of the Revo-
lution of Dignity. 

2014 — re-elected to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in the same district of Kyiv. Served as Depu-
ty Head of the Committee for Preventing and Counteracting Corruption. As an independent and 
non-party Member of the Verkhovna Rada, he prepared a number of laws on political reform. Such 
as the new Election Law, co-authored the law on the impeachment of the President, laws on con-
stitutional and judicial reform. Initiated an investigation into the illegal increase of “Rotterdam +” 
energy tariffs. 

In 2017 was elected leader of the Civil Society Movement “Wave”, whose goal is to consolidate 
communities and parties to carry out a profound political reform of the country, to deoligarchize it 
and build an open society.  
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PhD Octavian DUMITRESCU 

The Russian Federation has 
conducted several military op-

erations in the recent years, in which, according 
to the public information, procedures difficult to 
explain using known scientific data have been 
used, which led to multiple speculations about 
these events. Some analysts assimilate these is-
sues with the Russian army’s use of asymmetric 
combat capabilities, associating them in terms of 
concept to the strategies of the hybrid war, 
which is being discussed with particular refer-
ence to the Ukrainian conflict. Of course, it may 
be possible that the intentions and doctrines of 
the Russian Armed Forces include some tactics 
and procedures leading to such conclusions, but 
the asymmetric conflicts or actions involve many 
different issues regarding the form and content 
of warfare, especially the use of means less spe-
cific to the military conflict, being mainly used 
by terrorist forces, reactionary forces or forces 
out of the control of the state. On the other hand, 
it is important to analyze the procedures and 
techniques based on advanced technology, with 
high efficiency in the military, without assimilat-
ing them to certain types of conflicts or military 
actions. The reality of current armed conflicts 
will demonstrate the types to which the new 
ways of conducting armed conflict belong to.  

In this respect, we bring into the attention of 
the military specialists daily news on various 
types of conflicts and carry out a specialized 
analysis. An example could be the air operation 
in Syria, carried out by the Russian Federation in 
order to bomb the forces opposing the Syrian 
President, in which a fleet of TU-160 bombers 
flew from Russia to Syria without being detected 
by the specialized means of other countries, be-
ing assessed as sufficiently effective and techno-
logically advanced. At least, there has not been 
public information on this operation. As for 
these bombers, the Russian officials said it is 

possible that in the near future, the Russian Fed-
eration would develop such capabilities. Also, 
the Russian journal Izvestia published on 9 June 
2017 information on the intention of the Russian 
military specialists to build new nuclear subma-
rines Borei-A and Yasen-M class, which will be 
difficult to be detected by the NATO anti-
submarine capabilities of the member countries, 
due to the new systems and equipment, in par-
ticular the new pumps with extremely low noise 
levels of the circulating liquids used for cooling 
the reactor and submarine systems and equip-
ment as well as of the water filling the launching 
tubes of the missile before firing. 

The new technologies that seem to be available 
to the Russian military specialists are probably 
part of less public development programs and, 
as a result, they have surprised some groups in-
terested in the developments in the Russian Fed-
eration or the former Soviet space. At the same 
time, we must say that the Russian Armed Forc-
es have undergone several reforms in doctrine, 
tactics, procedures and concepts used in military 
operations, organization and internal structure, 
endowment and equipment, education and 
training of the staff in order to modernize the 
Russian military organization. One of the most 
radical and comprehensive reforms of the Rus-
sian army was projected by the former Russian 
Minister of Defense Anatoly Serdyukov, during 
his 2008-2012 mandate, which mainly sought 
Russia's military downsizing from 1,3 million to 
1 million people, focusing primarily on the num-
ber of officers, especially for reducing costs and 
concentrating forces under the command of four 
military districts instead of six former districts, 
and also to reduce command echelons by giving 
up division and corps echelons while reinforcing 
the brigade echelon, which thus became the 
basic tactical level in the combat hierarchy. The 
modernization of independent brigades became 
a priority and they were sufficiently provided 
with combat support elements, so that they cor-
responded to the new role in the direct subordi-
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nation of the armies or of the military districts 
and could operate in combat without the sup-
port of the higher echelons. At that time, the re-
form initiated by former Minister Serdyukov has 
been heavily criticized and insufficiently sup-
ported financially, which later led to the minis-
ter’s change in office. 

The subsequent developments related to the 
reform of the Russian army have been led by the 
current Russian Minister of Defense Sergey 
Shoigu - a career military expert, together with 
the Chief of General Staff, General Gerasimov, 
who have reconsidered several parts of the re-
forms envisaged by the previous Minister of De-
fense. The main “reform” implemented by the 
current leadership of the Russian Armed Forces 
consists in the re-introduction of the division 
echelon in the organization and management of 
Russian Land Forces, so that at present, the ar-
my has both divisions organized into regiments 
and brigades organized into battalions, both 
echelons being subordinated generally to the 
army and, in certain circumstances, to the army 
Corps. The curiosity of specialists is drawn to the 
fact that some of the joint armies specific to the 
structure of the Russian land forces are orga-
nized exclusively by divisions, with some inde-
pendent brigades, while others are exclusively 
organized by brigades, as shown in the adjacent 
table. This can cause difficulty in assessing cor-
rectly the combat capacity of the Russian army, 
the great complexity of the management and the 
specific staff activities, as well as difficulties in 
combat support, ammunition equipment, spare 
parts supplies. But, we believe that the Russian 
military officials have estimated these risks and 
set out corrective measures. 

In terms of regional security, the situation 
has become more complex, both in the Black 
Sea and Baltic Sea. This complexity has been 
determined by the position of the combat forces, 
especially of those belonging to the Land Forces 
of the Russian Federation. We find increasingly 
visible the concentration of considerable forces 
in the West and South Military Districts of the 
Russian Federation. A recent study by the In-
stitute for the Study of War - ISW called Russia's 
Military Posture: Ground Forces Order of Battle 

DISTRICTUL 
MILITAR VEST 

STRUCTURI SUBORDONATE  

Armata 6  
Arme Întrunite 
 

 Brigada 138 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada   25 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada  9 Art. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada  5 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 26 Rachete 

 Brigada 95 Comandă 

 Brigada 132 Comunicații 

 Brigada 51 Logistică 

 Regimentul 30 Geniu 

 Regimentul 6 CBRN Ind. 

Armata 20  
Arme Întrunite 

 Divizia 3 I. Mo., compusă din 

 Regimentul 752 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul 252 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul 237 Tc. Gd. 

 Regimentul 99 Art. Autopropulsată 

 Regimentul 1143 Rachete A.A. 

 Batalionul 84 Cc. Ind. 

 Batalionul 337 Geniu Ind. 

 Batalionul 692 Comunicații Ind. 

 Batalionul 911 Logistică Ind. 

 Divizia 144 I. Mo., compusă din 

 Regimentul 488 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul 182 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul 228 Tc. 

 Regimentul 856 Art. Autopropulsată 

 Regimentul 1259 Rachete A.A. 

 Batalionul 1281 Antitanc Ind. 

 Batalionul 148  Cc. Ind. 

 Batalionul 686 Comunicații Ind. 

 Batalionul 295 Logistică Ind. 

 Brigada 448 Rachete 

 Brigada 9 Comandă 

Armata 1 Tc.  
de Gardă 

 Divizia 2 I. Mo. Gd., compusă din 

 Regimentul   1 I. Mo. Gd. 

 Regimentul 15 I. Mo. Gd. 

 Regimentul   1 Tc. 

 Regimentul 147 Art. Autopropulsată Gd. 

 Regimentul  1117 Rachete A.A. 

 Batalionul 1174 Antitanc Ind. 

 Batalionul 136 Cc. Ind. 

 Batalionul 211 Geniu  Ind. 

 Batalionul 47 Comunicații Ind. 

 Batalionul 1063 Logistică Ind. 

 Divizia 4 Tancuri Gd., compusă din 

 Regimentul  12 Tc. Gd. 

 Regimentul  13 Tc. Gd. 

 Regimentul  423 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul  275 Art. Autopropulsată 

 Brigada 49 Rachete A.A. 

 Regimentul 538 Rach. A.A. Gd. 

 Batalionul 137 Cc. Ind. 

 Batalionul 413 Comunicații Ind. 

 Batalionul 330 Geniu Ind. 

 Batalionul 1088 Logistică Ind. 

 Batalionul 165 Medical Ind. 

 Brigada 27 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada 6 Tc. Ind. 

 Brigada 112 Rachete 

 Brigada 288 Art. 

 Brigada 53 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 96 Cc. Ind. 

 Brigada 60 Comandă Informații 

 Brigada 69 Logistică  Ind. 
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analyzes all of the Russian land forces units de-
ployed in the military districts. The study notes 
the concentration of strong forces in the West-
ern Military District of the Russian Federation, 
near the border with Ukraine, which maintain 
the tension in this region and provides the close 
counter-action against a possible involvement of 
Western forces (NATO, EU). Also, the same forc-
es are responsible for the protection of the Kali-
ningrad enclave, located between Poland and 
Lithuania. We emphasize that the West Military 
District has the strongest units as compared to 
all other districts: the 1st Guards Tank Army, the 
6th and 10th Joint Armies, whose forces are con-
centrated near Moscow, St. Petersburg and the 
Russian borders with Ukraine, Belarus and 
Transnistria. The table here shows the fighting 
composition of these land forces and the danger 
created by their presence in the Black Sea and 
Baltic Sea. The deployment of these forces re-
veals the strategy and intentions of the Moscow 
leaders: maintaining the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine and thereby maintaining or even in-
creasing social and economic tensions in 
Ukraine and further potential strategic threats to 
the Baltic countries. Therefore, the Russian Fed-
eration is indirectly ready to influence the situa-
tion in the eastern regions of Ukraine, to counter 

any possible NATO or the EU expansion to the 
east and, if necessary, to endanger the independ-
ence and sovereignty of the Baltic States, cur-
rently members of several political, economic 
and security European bodies.  

A brief analysis of the Russian Federation’s 
combat forces in the military districts shows 
that the western regions of Russian territory, 
namely those covered by the Western and 
Southern military districts are better provided 
with military forces and equipment, even if ap-
parently the number of armies, divisions or bri-
gades is comparable, at least in terms of the land 
forces. Also, we must consider the differences in 
combat capabilities of the structural entities - 
divisions, brigades, regiments or battalions – 
that make up the armies, namely aspects related 
to procurement, equipment, training and man-
ning, weapons and the specific equipment to 
each military district .  

Another significant aspect for our analysis is 
the size of the territory where the forces are de-
ployed, the large distances specific to the territo-
ry of the Russian Federation that need to be cov-
ered in case of maneuvers between districts, the 
length of the border areas of their responsibility 
and the state of infrastructure in each military 
district. In this respect, it is clear that the Center, 
Western and Southern Districts have an ad-
vantage by the high density of the important lo-
calities, while the infrastructure is clearly supe-
rior to the one in Siberia or the Far East, to give 
only two examples. The Western and Southern 
Military Districts of the Russian Federation are 
vital in the confrontation – within relatively 
peaceful limits for now - between the Russian 
Federation and the European and Transatlantic 
West. 

The Western Military District seems to be 
the most important district for the Russian polit-
ical and military leaders and it includes the most 
important Russian military forces. The 6th and 
10th Joint Armies and the 1st Tank Army have 3 
Motor Rifle Divisions, 1 Tank Division and 30 
Independent Combat Brigades of various 
branches (infantry, tanks, missile, anti-aircraft 
missiles, etc.), as well as several independent 

DISTRICTUL  
MILITAR VEST 

(continuare) 

STRUCTURI  
SUBORDONATE  

 Flota din Marea Balti-
că 

 Corpul 11 Armată, compus 
din 

 Regimentul 7 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 79 I.Mo.Ind.Gd. 

 Brigada 244 Art. Gd. 

 Brigada 152 Rachete Gd. 

 Regimentul 22 Rach. A.A. 

 Brigada 336 I. Navală  

 Brigada 202 Rachete 
A. A. Ind 

 

 Brigada 79 Art. Reacti-
vă Gd. 

 

 Brigada 45 Art.  

 Grupul Operativ al 
Forțelor Armate Ruse 
din Transnistria 

 Batalionul 82 I. Mo. 

 Batalionul 113 I. Mo. 

 Batalionul 540 Comandă 
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battalions of various branches. In addition, the 
land forces may be supported – if necessary – by 
other forces - air, strategic missiles, space, spe-
cial forces and forces with a special purpose 
(SPETSNAZ), sufficiently effective to significant-
ly enhance the combat capability of the land 
forces, as shown in the tables included in this 
material.  

Returning to the idea of reform in the Russian 
army, it is significant that the current leadership 
of the Armed Forces has combined modern 
structures such as brigades with less modern 
and heavier structures such as divisions, both in 
terms of motorized infantry troops and the tank 
troops. Significantly important is the mainte-
nance of the combat structure and capabilities of 
the 76th Air Assault Division, subordinated to the 
Air Assault Forces Headquarters deployed in 
Pskov (about 35 km or 20 miles of Estonia), a 
formation that can quickly operate in coopera-
tion with the 6th Joint Army, since it has been 
previously subordinated to it, in case of a possi-
ble military operation in this region.  

 Along with the reform of the large units, an am-
ple redeployment of forces has taken place in the 
Armed Forces of the Russian Federation to bring 
them closer to the hot regions in the western 
and northwestern territory of the Russian Fed-
eration. It is clear that there is an intention of the 
Russian strategic leadership to continue and 
possibly increase the pressure on Ukraine and 
the Baltic States. In this respect, the reorganiza-
tions and reforms have been accompanied by 
deployments towards the western regions of the 
Russian territory, while the 6th and 20th Joint Ar-
mies have the most important responsibility in 
case of a possible augmentation of the Ukrainian 
conflict and initiation of specific hybrid warfare 
actions in the Baltic countries, as well as for the 
possible protection of the Russian enclave Kali-
ningrad. The 1st Guards Tank Army in the West-
ern Military District is deployed near Moscow, 
but if necessary, several of its mobile compo-
nents (regiments, independent brigades) may 
move westward, approaching the zone of con-
flict. Of course, such maneuvers require consid-
erable time but, depending on the situation, they 
can solve the shortage of combat forces in a pos-
sible armed conflict in this region. 

We consider that the Southern Military District 
is the second most important strategic district 
for the political and military leaders of the Rus-
sian Federation, considering the unstable strate-
gic situation in the areas where the forces of this 
district are being deployed. According to the au-
thors of the ISW study mentioned above, this 

DISTRICTUL MI-
LITAR SUD 

STRUCTURI SUBORDONATE  

Armata 58  
Arme Întrunite 
 

 Divizia 42 I. Mo., compusă din 

 Regimentul 70 I. Mo. Gd. 

 Regimentul 71 I. Mo. Gd.. 

 Regimentul 291 I. Mo. Gd. 

 Regimentul 50 Art. Autopropulsată Gd. 

 Regimentul 1203 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 19 I. Mo. Ind. (Ossetia de 
Nord) 

 Brigada 136 I. Mo. Gd. (Dagestan) 

 Baza 4 de Gardă (Ossetia de Sud, Ge-
orgia), compusă din 

 Brigada 100 Cc. Ind. (Ossetia de Nord) 

 Brigada 12 Rachete (Ossetia de Nord) 

 Brigada 291 Art. (Ingushetia) 

 Brigada 67 Rach. A.A. (Ossetia Nord) 

Armata 49  
Arme Întrunite 

 Brigada 205 I. Mo. 

 Brigada  34 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Regimentul  25 Ind. SPETSNAZ 

 Brigada 227 Art. 

 Brigada 1 Rachete Gd. 

 Brigada  90 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 66 Comandă 

 Baza 7 Militară (Georgia) 

Armata 8  
Arme Întrunite 

 Divizia 150 I. Mo., compusă din 

 Regimentul 102 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul 103 I. Mo. 

 Regimentul  68 Tc. 

 Regimentul 163 Tc. 

 Regimentul  933 Rachete A.A. 

 Regimentul 381 Art. Autopropulsată 

 Brigada 20 I. Mo. Gd. Ind. 

 Baza 102 Militară (Armenia), cu 

 Regimentul  933 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 439 Art. Reactivă Gd. 

 Brigada 77 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada  28 RBCN Ind. 

 Brigada 11 Geniu Ind. Gd. 

Flota din Marea 
Negră 

 Corpul 22 Armată (Simferopol, Crime-
ea), compus din 

 Brigada 127 Cc. Ind. (Sevastopol) 

 Brigada 15 Art. Rach, Ind. de Coastă 
(Sevastopol) 

 Brigada 126 Apărare de Coastă Ind. 
(Perevalne) 

 Regimentul 8 Art. (Perevalne) 

 Brigada 810 I. Marină (Sevastopol) 

Flotila din Marea 
Caspică 

 Batalionul 414 I. Marină 

 Batalionul 727 I. Marină 
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“district is responsible for supporting the cur-
rent war in Ukraine, for the intimidation of Geor-
gia and possibly of Turkey, as well as for the in-
stability in the Caucasus”. The table above shows 
the land forces of the district: three Joint Armies 
(Air Defense), the land forces of the Black Sea 
Fleet and of the Caspian Flotilla, 1 Army Corps 
(in Crimea), 2 Motor Rifle Divisions, 21 Combat 
Independent Brigades (motorized infantry, re-
connaissance, missiles and air defense, artillery 
etc), 1 SPETSNAZ regiment and the military ba-
ses in Armenia, Ossetia and Georgia. We mention 
that in the spring of 2017, this military district 
also included an additional 8th Joint Army, with 
the headquarters deployed in the Rostov region, 
less than 120 km (70 miles) away from the 
Ukrainian border. 

We visibly note the combat strength of the dis-

trict, as well as Moscow's strategic goals of hav-
ing sufficient forces close to conflict or unstable 
regions. The deployment of forces in the district 
clearly indicates their purpose. The significant 
presence in the North Caucasus - a region tradi-
tionally unstable – of the main strength of the 
49th and 58th Joint Armies supports the state-
ment above:  the 2 Independent Motor Rifle Bri-
gades and the SPETSNAZ regiment of the 49th 
Army provide both the stability (to be read in-
tervention, if necessary) in the region and the 
possible maneuvers towards the west and north, 
namely toward Ukraine and Crimea; the forces 
of the 58th Army and the 42nd are deployed in 
Chechnya, the motor rifle brigades are deployed 
in Vladikavkaz and Dagestan, while the military 
base in South Ossetia has some brigades in 
North Ossetia. The presence of numerous mili-
tary forces in a region full of turmoil and con-
flicts - more or less dormant - radiates pressure 
on Georgia, so as not to allow it to fall under the 
Western influence, as well as possible maneu-
vers to other conflict areas in the western re-
gions of the Russian territory. 

The Central Military District comprises two 
Joint Armies and is meant to maintain control 
over the border regions with Kazakhstan, China 
and Mongolia, and to strengthen the Western, 
Southern or Eastern districts, if necessary. The 
Central Military District includes 1 Tank Divi-
sion, 3 Tank Regiments and 1 Motor Rifle Regi-
ment, as well as more than 20 motor rifle, tank, 
missile, artillery and air-defense brigades, plus a 
military base in Tajikistan with 3 motorized in-
fantry regiments. Although it does not have a 
combat strength comparable with the Western 
and Southern Districts, the Central Military Dis-
trict has its importance by monitoring about 
2,000 km (1,200 miles) at the border with China, 
maintaining a small force near the border be-
tween Afghanistan and Tajikistan, but especially 
by protecting the underground nuclear facilities 
probably located in the Ural Mountains, accord-
ing to the ISW study. The district has poor infra-
structure and transport network that the Krem-
lin intends to improve in the future.  

The Eastern Military District comprises the 
5th, 29th, 35th and 36th Joint Armies, the 68th Ar-

DISTRICTUL  
MILITAR CENTRU 

STRUCTURI  
SUBORDONATE  

Armata 2 Arme  
Întrunite de Gardă 
 

 Brigada  30 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada  15 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada  21 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 92 Rachete 

 Brigada 385 Art. Gd. 

 Regimentul 950 Art. Reactivă 

 Brigada 297 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada  2 CBRN 

 Brigada 91 Comandă 

 Brigada 71 Comunicații 

 Brigada 105 Logistică Ind.    

Armata 41  
Arme Întrunite 

 Divizia 90 Tc. Gd., compusă din 

 Regimentul 239 Tc.. 

 Regimentul 6 Tc. 

 Regimentul 80 Tc. 

 Regimentul 228 I. Mo.. 

 Regimentul 400 Art. Autopropulsată 

 Brigada 33 Comunicații. 

 Brigada 35 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 55 I. Mo. (Munte) Ind. 

 Brigada 74 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Baza Militară 201 (Dushambe, Taji-
kistan), compusă din 

 Regimentul 149 I. Mo. Gd. 

 Regimentul 92  I. Mo. 

 Regimentul 19 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada 119 Rachete 

 Brigada 120 Art. Gd. 

 Brigada 61 Rachete A.A. 

 Regimentul 10 CBRN 

 Brigada 35 Comandă 

 Brigada 106 Logistică Ind. 

 Brigada 28 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 29 CBRN Ind. 

 Brigada 232 Art. Reactivă 

 Brigada 179 Comandă 
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my Corps, and the Pacific Fleet, which subordi-
nate a total number of 36 Combat Brigades 
(motorized infantry, marines, tanks, missiles, 
artillery, anti-aircraft missiles, coast missiles 
etc.). The responsibility of this district is to se-
cure the borders with North Korea and partially 
with China and protect the region near Vladivos-
tok. The long distances and the poor infrastruc-
ture in the regions of the district make it almost 
impossible to enhance the combat strength of 
the area by classical maneuvers. To compensate 
for this deficiency, the political and military 
leadership of the Russian Federation has de-
ployed in this region missile brigades equipped 
with medium range ballistic missiles, capable of 
using nuclear combat components. Also, in order 
to counter any territorial disputes with Japan, 
the Kremlin leadership has deployed the 68th 
Army Corps in the Sakhalin Islands, consisting of 
1 Artillery and Machine Guns Division with 2 
regiments and a Motorized Infantry Brigade. 
This district also has the land component of the 
Russian Fleet in the Pacific, which has 2 Marines 
Brigades, 1 Coastal Missile Brigade and 1 Coastal 
Missile Regiment.  

In order to provide strategy for the Arctic re-
gion, the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Fed-

eration, created in 2014, the Arctic Joint 
Strategic Command, which in reality 
is the Russian Northern Fleet. The de-
velopment of new military capabilities 
in the Arctic seems to aim at securing 
the Russian facilities in the region, but 
also shows the interests for militariza-
tion and the Russian ambitions in the 
region. The composition of the so-called 
land forces of this Arctic District con-
sists of 1 Marines Brigade, 1 Coastal 
Missiles Brigade and 1 Army Corps with 
2 Motor Rifle Brigades.   

DISTRICTUL  
MILITAR  EST 

STRUCTURI  
SUBORDONATE  

Armata 5 Arme  
Întrunite 
 

 Brigada 70 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 59 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada 57 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 60 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada 20 Rachete Gd. 

 Brigada 305 Art. 

 Brigada 8 Rachete A.A. 

 Regimentul 25 CBRN 

 Brigada 80 Comandă 

 Brigada 101 Logistică Ind. 

Armata 35  
Arme Întrunite 

 Brigada 64 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada 38 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 69 Ind, Acoperire 

 Brigada 71 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 107 Rachete 

 Brigada 165 Art. 

 Regimentul 35 CBRN 

 Brigada 54 Comandă 

 Brigada 103 Logistică Ind. 

Armata 36 
Arme Întrunite 

 Brigada 5 Tc. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 37 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 30 Art. 

 Brigada 35 Rachete A.A. 

 Brigada 103 Rachete 

 Regimentul 26 CBRN 

 Brigada 75 Comandă 

 Brigada 102 Logistică Ind. 

Armata 29  
Arme Întrunite 

 Brigada 36 I. Mo. Ind. Gd. 

 Brigada 200 Art. 

 Brigada 3 Rachete 

 Brigada 140 Rachete A.A. 

 Regimentul 19 CBRN 

 Brigada 104 Logistică Ind. 

Corpul 68  
Armată 

 Divizia 18 Art. Mitraliere (Ins. Kurile), 
compusă din 

 Regimentul 46 Art. Mitraliere 

 Regimentul 49 Art. Mitraliere 

 Brigada 39 I. Mo. Ind. (Sakhalin) 

Flota din  
Oceanul Pacific 

 Brigada 155 I. Marină Ind. 

 Brigada 40 I. Marină Ind. 

 Brigada 520 Rachete Coastă Ind. 

 Regimentul 72 Rachete Coastă Ind. 

COMANDAMENTUL 
STRATEGIC  

COMBINAT ARCTIC 

STRUCTURI  
SUBORDONATE  

FLOTA DE NORD 
(Severomorsk, reg. 
Murmansk) 

 Brigada 61 I. Marină Ind. 

 Brigada 53 Rachete Coastă Ind. 

 Corpul 14 Armată, compus din 

 Brigada 200 I. Mo. Ind. 

 Brigada 80 I. Mo. Ind. Arctică 
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The above presentation of the developments in 
the Russian Land Forces, although brief, reveals 
the interest of the Russian Federation to create a 
military force strong enough to cope with a con-
ventional war in Ukraine and hybrid conflict in 
the Baltic countries at the same time, thus coun-
teracting the growth tendencies of the Western 
influence, i.e. the eastward expansion of NATO 
and the EU. These interests naturally include 
Moscow’s desire to restore the sphere of influ-
ence it had a few decades ago. The dimension 
that the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation 
have got to in the recent years in all areas of mil-
itary confrontation drew the attention of politi-
cians and military officials from all the capitals 
of the region, from Europe and from Washing-
ton. This happened especially after the Russian 
air operation in Syria or the construction of high
-tech submarines by the Russian Federation. 
Russia’s increasing expenditure for the develop-
ment of its military capabilities disregard any 
possible risks affecting the economic and social 
developments of the federation. The statement 
belongs exactly to President Vladimir Putin, 
who, at the end of last year, during the annual 
press conference, said that on the contrary, Rus-
sia cut its military spending by $ 2 billion and 
does not spend more than other countries. We 
must say that the Russian Federation has other 
levers to supplement its military budgets, espe-
cially through the so-called military-industrial 
complex of the country. 

The reaction of the international 
security institutions and interna-
tional security players to these 
developments is still timid, just as 
it was the case with the annexa-
tion of Crimea, with no concrete 
results, while the enhancement of 
the NATO forces in the region, 
necessary for a possible counter 
action in force, takes place at a 
slow pace. Any possible maneuver 
of NATO or the US after the begin-
ning of a Russian operation in this 
region would be doomed to fail, 
given the rapid pace of a possible 
operation by the Russian forces. 

The accumulation of armed forces in the 
Black Sea and Baltic Sea can only worry the 
international community and the interna-
tional security institutions, having become 
dangerous for the precarious stability of this 
part of the world. This is true especially if we 
consider that in the proximity of the region 
there is an important conflict - the conflict in 
Syria - involving many countries in the region 
as well as the big international security play-
ers, while Turkey has taken some strategic 
options following the events of the past year 
and the Turkish President’s recent new pres-
idential term and extensive responsibilities, 
whose effects are difficult to quantify.  

The geopolitical and geostrategic situation 
in the Black Sea and Baltic Sea remains com-
plex with ample risks and threats to regional 
stability and international security, but ap-
parently it has not yet become irreversible. 
As such, specific efforts are needed from the 
international community, the security insti-
tutions and all security players in the region 
and the world to halt the arms race and the 
accumulation of new weapons and military 
equipment and create conditions for peace 
and stability. Optimism does not seem exag-
gerated under the current situation of dan-
ger and threat.  
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Ambassador prof. Dumitru 
CHICAN 

It has been stated, for good 
reason, that diplomacy emer-
ged and evolved in an organic  

relationship with the idea of state and its functi-
oning. Beyond this reality, today we may find out 
another parallel reality   and equally functional, 
namely that in our contemporaneity, the emer-
gence and the offensive expansion of the cross-
border companies, of the multinationals, alongsi-
de   numerous global challenges and threats such 
as the jihadist-extremist phenomenon, climate 
disorders or cyber and information attacks, dis-
pose of a huge potential of questioning the very 
precedence of the state in carrying out the inter-
national  relations and, consequently, the idea 
itself of foreign policy. At the institutional state 
level, the centralisation of power in the hands of 
an executive and, ipso facto, of a political party, 
the opening and the more active involvement of 
certain ministries, institutions with domestic 
professional vocation towards the space of inter-
national relating and, not the least, the more and 
more visible amplitude of what is called ”summit 
diplomacy”, namely at the direct level of heads of 
states seems to erode or even undermine the 
traditional authority of the ministries of Foreign 
Affairs and of their network of diplomatic missi-
ons. 

What we can state looking through the eyepiece 
of our own life experience is the fact that after 
the end of the Cold War and the passage to anot-
her polarity of the global world and against the 
propagandistic assertions, diplomacy proved to 
be what it always was – a communication, may-
be the most adaptable to the vicissitudes of his-
tory and the most versatile and resilient form of 
maintaining, if not a non-invasive status-quo 
then, at least, the only and the most direct disco-
urse of the possible living together. 

”More than a quarter of a century have passed 
since the fall of the Berlin Wall and we continue 

to identify ourselves with an obsolete order” 
says the prominent French political scientist 
Bernard Badie (in his work „Seuls au monde” – 
All Alone in the World -, La Decouverte, Paris, 
2016), and underlined the feeling of disapoin-
tment with what he called ”our blindnesss and 
incapacity of reading, analyzing and understan-
ding the stakes of the contemporary world” and 
advanced the idea of the need of substantially 
renewing the manner of judging the new global 
order of the contemporary world, of a reformu-
lation combining the predominantly pragmatic 
analysis of the existing reality with the non-
conventional opening effort  of understanting 
the ”other” and towards the liberation from our 
own fetish paradigms. ”Evading your self” for 
”building the otherness” is, from this point of vi-
ew, a fundamental imperative of the adaptation 
process and of dynamizing the way of thinking 
diplomacy, its new functional virtues and the 
continuous demarche of buiding durable bridges 
between our own conceptions and the necessity 
of understanding the needs and the aspirations 
that only the acceptance of otherness allows us 
to discover and accept as undisputable realities.  

Today, maybe more than ever, after WWII and 
after the end of the Cold War, that followed for 
almost half a century, the political science and 
diplomacy work are in the situation of under-
standing that the chessboard of a globalizing 
world that did not find either the concilliation 
with itself or the codification through the expec-
ted results, the chessboard of the international 
relations is affected by new cathegories of disar-
ray and by new forms of its manifestation. And 
such state of affairs is not any longer compatible 
with that obsolete vanity which makes that each 
state actor succumbs to the temptation of belie-
vieng it is one-of-a-kind and a sort of a Robinson 
Crusoe of the ideal diplomatic thought and acti-
on. When the evolution of modern world is 
taking place at an ever faster pace which is less 
and less predictible, diplomacy needs a new 
manner of receiving, of encompassing and of as-
sessing  the international order and the causal 
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factors determining the configuration and the 
relating. In other words, the diplomatic thought 
and action are confronted with  the need of a 
harmonious and functional association between 
the pragmatic analysis and the disposal of the 
inherited, conservative  prejudices  which are 
reluctant to the adaptation and innovations, on 
the one hand, and the openness towards the va-
lues and virtues of the otherness through which 
intercession the living together with the great 
flow of ideas, interests, beliefs wich, without 
being completely familiar to us, assault us and 
offer us options of behavior and of objective fle-
xibility   in making and adopting the decisions 
becomes more sustainable. 

Making the effort of not remaining locked up 
within the confines of sacrosant customs and 
accepting that there are other manners, too, of 
practicing diplomacy is not an attitude connec-
ted to fashion or to prevailing onthology during 
certain historical contexts but a necessity gene-
rated by the very need of connecting to the 
world today, of judiciously receiving and accep-
ting  the very norms polishing this world today 
and of selecting among them those alternatives 
intermingling harmoniously with the defense 
and the promotion of national or community in-
terests as reasons which justify the sense and 
meaning of diplomacy. 

Diplomacy is part and parcel of the process of 
identitarian becoming of the nation and state, 
which cancels from the very beginning the ab-
surd and detrimental idea of the egalitarianism 
among the states’ potentials, interests and 
ideals. Under such circumstances, it will appear, 

and history does not lack examples in this res-
pect – segregation, the cult of precedency  of the 
strong ones to the detriment of the weaker and 
diplomacy will see its meaning and noble missi-
ons distorted and then we will talk of fake diplo-
macy seen either as a way of waging war with 
other means or of a diplomacy of persuasion 
through pressure. What we want to tell here re-
fers to the global effort of getting diplomacy 
back into the natural flow of its grounds and rea-
sons and of understanding that this artwork 
should not be exploited as a punitive instrument 
or as a mean of exclusivist and mercantile self-
promotion of one’s own interests but of turning 
it, through conjugated effort, into a fundamental 
leverage of preventing or, in extremis, managing 
crisis. 

The world at this crossroads of two millennia 
underwent a series of shifts – both peaceful and 
violent – yet nevertheless it is, when we speak of 
the new global order, still dominated by a fee-
ling, more blurred or more obvious of denial, ne-
gativity and reluctance. Nostalgia and reflexes 
inherited from the period of the Cold War are 
maintained and they still upheld the inertia of an 
American leadership and, generally, of a super-
power or, in a multi-state framework, the 
harmful paradigm of the center as opposed to 
the ”periphery” or the almost sacramental tabu 
of the image of a West preordained to embody 
the entire mankind’s nobleness. Or, this occulta-
tion of the shifting realities, turning the back to 
globalism, the mercantile concentration in a se-
vere nationalism or  clinging fast to inertially re-
peating a past that time outdated long ago will 
do nothing but widen the fault lines and to in-
crease the existing or emerging divergencies. 
And the black list of the trenches that still criss-
cross the global community is disturbingly long 
– from the rise of the terrorist phenomenon, to 
the huge social, ecological, climate and energy 
challenges to  the multiplication of failed states 
and wars masked by proxies are as many exis-
tential threats to the contemporary human com-
munity. 

The scholar cannot hide realities which recog-
nition is blocked by barriers deeply rooted in the 
conscience tradition. Concepts such as ”border”, 
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”sovereignty” or ”national security” appeared 
several centuries ago and altered or clarified 
their initial significance. The impetus witnessed 
during the last decades by the communication 
technology played a substantial role in this re-
configuration of the world space and made the 
global chessboard be dominated by ”social me-
dia”, by ”internationalization” and 
”multilateralism” while the emergence and rise 
of non-state actors on the global communication 
arena has a no less dynamic impact at the level 
of today’s world arena, including  on dealing 
with international relations. Or, all these added 
up make that the sphere of global relating be 
animated rather by the feelings of frustration, 
discontents and claims than by the elitist senten-
ces of a cold and codified diplomacy  placed abo-
ve the boiling realities. This is why today’s world 
and its diplomatic instruments need urgently the 
crystallization and adopting a model of policy of 
otherness to rehabilitate the notion of ”local pla-
yer” and to distance it from the unilateral inter-
ventionism that replaces the act of settlement 
and solving by intervention, threat, pressure. 
Today, when the construction of separation fen-
ces and of defense strongholds became an illuso-
ry guarantee, the security of each member of the 
global community depends more and more  on 
everyone’s security. Hence, for a state player or 
for an independent community, being a security 
provider means obviously securing, at the same 
time, your own security interest. Under such cir-
cumstances, the diplomacy of the future should 
distance itself from the competitive-concurential 
character in order to turn itself into a diplomacy 
of cooperation and of multilateralism for serving 
equal security, the real peace and stability.  

 

Carlos López-Veraza Pérez 

Public Prosecutor, Huelva, Spain 

Identifying and prosecuting Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings (hereinafter, THB) is often very diffi-
cult because of the fear of the victims to testify in 
a criminal proceeding. Therefore, it is fundamen-
tal that there is cooperation among states, at all 
levels and with a holistic plan of action. Howev-
er, we usually forget the major role that legal 
persons can play in combating THB, despite 
studies showing the importance of companies in 
this globalized crime. According to a report pre-
pared by the Ashridge Centre for Business and 
Sustainability at Hult International Business 
School and the Ethical Trading Initiative, 77 per 
cent of companies think that there is a credible 
reason to believe that modern slavery occurs in 
their supply chains1. We cannot demonstrate the 
real data of the use of corporations to commit 
THB but it is clear that THB, by its very nature, it 
is often committed within company's activities 
and there are companies that are most at risk, 
such as industries involving agriculture, migrant 
workers or seasonal product cycles. Therefore, 
trafficking is a liability for all companies and that 
liability could be in many countries not only 
moral, but also civil, administrative or even 
criminal. For this reason, companies should be 
aware of the responsibility that they have in the 
fight against THB and the serious consequences 
for them if their employers or their managers 
are involved in this type of crime. Apart from 
punishment, they would suffer a huge non-
material damage as a result of the process. 

 

I. BACKGROUNDS OF THE COMPANIES´ CRIM-
INAL LIABILITY 

Pope Innocent IV established the Societas delin-
1. LAKE Quintin, MACALISTER Jamie, BERMAN Cindy, GITSHAM 
Matthew, PAGE Nadine, “Corporate Leadership on Modern Slav-
ery”, Hult research in partnership with the ethical trading initia-
tive, November 2016, p.9. 
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quere non-potest principle in order to prevent 
the papal excommunication of civil or business 
corporations, cities and legal entities for offenc-
es committed by one of its members2. The prin-
ciple was later consecrated in most of European 
systems of criminal laws.  The notion of guilt has 
been considered as a concept of personal nature 
and therefore a company could not be criminal 
responsible for a crime until the 19 century, 
when the corporate criminal liability was set in 
the Common Law. The Netherlands became the 
first Civil Law country to introduce it into its 
criminal system in 1950, and nowadays most 
European countries have accepted that possibil-
ity. There exists a worldwide trend to corporate 
criminal liability3.  

We must take into account that we live in a 
globalized world, where corporations operate 
worldwide, which directly implies a high risk of 
being involved in cases of modern slavery or 
THB.  

 

II. LEGAL INSTRUMENTS ESTABLISHING COR-
PORATE LIABILITY IN RELATION TO THB 

There has traditionally been some reluctance to 
attribute to companies liability for crimes com-
mitted by their managers or even by their em-
ployers. However, corporate liability has been 
considered a fundamental instrument against 
organized crime as established in the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Orga-
nized Crime. Article 10 obliges each State Party 
to adopt and establish the liability of legal per-
sons for participation in serious crimes involv-
ing an organized criminal group, including THB. 
The liability of legal persons may be criminal, 
civil or administrative; the main point is that it 
must be effective, proportionate and dissuasive.  

In the same vein, both the Council of Europe 
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Hu-
man beings of 16.5.20054 and the Directive 
2011/36 on preventing and combating traffick-

ing in human beings require Member States to 
establish corporate liability. Specifically, accord-
ing to articles 5 and 6 of the aforesaid Directive, 
all Member States shall take the necessary 
measures to ensure that legal persons can be 
held liable for THB committed for their benefit 
by any person, who has a leading position within 
the legal persons based on a power of represen-
tation of this legal person, an authority to take 
decisions on behalf of the legal person or an au-
thority to exercise control within the legal per-
son. Those measures shall ensure effective, pro-
portionate and dissuasive sanctions, with crimi-
nal or non-criminal fines and penalties. Further-
more, it must be ensured that companies can be 
held liable for a lack of supervision or control, 
and what constitutes in my opinion the funda-
mental issue in order to use companies as mech-
anisms for fighting THB.  

With regard to domestic legislations, I would 
like to make a brief reference to the UK Modern 
Slavery Act of 2015 and the California Transpar-
ency in Supply Chains Act of 2010. Both instru-
ments impose obligations on large corporations 
in order to avoid THB in their supply chains, 
what constitutes major progress with regard to 
the fight against THB for labour purposes. 
Therefore, it would be desirable, in my view, to 
expand that type of regulations to other coun-
tries.   

According to Section 54 of the UK Modern Slav-
ery Act 2015 all companies with an annual turn-
over that exceeds £36m shall be required to 
make available a slavery and human trafficking 
statement for each financial year. That annual 
statement must address a full of organisational 
details such as the organisation structure,  train-
ing about slavery, its policies in relation to slav-
ery and human trafficking, the parts of its busi-
ness and supply chains where there is a risk of 
THB and its due diligences processes.  

With regard to the California Act, it requires 
retailers and manufacturers doing business in 

2. BRODOWSKI Dominik, DE LOS MONTEROS DE LA PARRA Manuel Espinoza, TIEDEMANN Klaus, “ Regulating Corporate Criminal 
Liability: An Introduction”, Springer International Publishing Switzerland, 6458, p.5. 

3. OECD, “ Liability of legal Persons for Corruption in Eastern Europe and Central Asia”, 2015,p.9 

4. Article 20 of the Council of European Convention on Action againts Traffiking in Human beinfs, Warsaw,16.5.2005. 
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California (that have over $100 million in global 
revenue) to prominently disclose, on company 
websites, the extent to which, if any, the compa-
ny engages in specific activities to detect and 
prevent forced labour and human trafficking in 
their supply chains—verification, auditing, certi-
fication, internal accountability, and training. 
Thus, companies should implement due dili-
gence programs with effective internal controls, 
with identification of areas at risks and with im-
plementation of specific policies in order to ad-
dress those risks5. Otherwise, they can be in 
many states criminal responsible for modern 
slavery or human trafficking and we can imagine 
the devastating effect that it could bring to them. 

Despite those regulations, THB cases against 
corporations remain too low.  It is a relatively 
recent issue, with several obstacles such as the 
extraterritorial application of corporate criminal 
liability, evidentiary issues and the problems de-
rived from subcontracting with complex corpo-
rate structures6. 

 

III. MAIN COMPANIES AT RISK 

As already mentioned, human trafficking is con-
sidered a form of transnational organized crime, 
which includes displacement of people from 
their own countries or regions. THB crimes are 
often committed in more than one country by 
organized criminal groups7. However, smuggling 
of and trafficking in should be differentiated. Ac-
cording to professor Anis Bajrektarevic there are 
four differentiating elements: (i) an exploitation 
and usage of the trafficked person over a long 
period of time; (ii) inter-dependency that forms 
a strong (brothers-in-arms like) linkage, be-
tween trafficked victim and organized crime 
groupings; (iii) eligibility for further networking 
(recruitment for criminal purpose); (iv) very of-
ten trafficking itself is not a voluntary move-

ment, but in the case of smuggled persons it al-
ways occurs voluntarily8. 

Therefore, it is usual that companies are used 
as means for THB, in the process of recruitment, 
transportation or exploitation.  

According to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 
and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially 
Women and Children, supplementing the United 
Nations Conventions against Translational Orga-
nized Crime Trafficking in persons "shall mean 
the recruitment, transportation, transfer, har-
bouring or receipt of persons, by means of the 
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, 
of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse 
of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits 
to achieve the consent of a person having control 
over another person, for the purpose of exploita-
tion”. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, 
the exploitation of the prostitution of others or 
other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour 
or services, slavery or practices similar to slav-
ery, servitude or the removal of organs.  

Therefore, THB offences can be committed by 
different activities and each of them can involve 
a particular kind of company. For instance, while 
recruitment is usually committed on the Internet 
through false jobs postings, receipt of persons 
can be performed in hotels. Therefore, I am go-
ing to analyse which companies are most at risk 
stemming of the UN definition and differentiat-
ing between the various stages of the THB.  

 

First stage: Recruitment  

The initial stage of the THB process consists of 
the recruitment. It can be done by several 
means, and it depends on the purpose of the of-
fence. However, there are usual forms of recruit-
ment, both on THB for labour exploitation and in 

5. D. Sherman Jeffrey, COMM B, BRAITHWAITE Colin, “Risk assesment tools for effective internal controls”, First reference, Septem-
ber 2008,p.2 

6. RODRIGUEZ LOPEZ Silvia, “ Criminal liability of Legal Persons for Human TRaffiking Offences in International and European Law”, 
Journal of Traffikcing and Human Exploitation, Paris Legal Publishers, 2017, p.105-110 

7. A.FORSTER Bruce, “ Human Trafficking:A Transnational Organized Crime Activity”, American International Journal of Contempo-
rary Research, Vol.3 No.1,January 2013, p.1   

8. BAJREKTAREVIC Anis, “The Palermo Convention, Ten Years After – toward the Universal Criminal Justice”, GHIR (Geopolitics, His-
tory, International Relations) Addleton Academic Publishers NY, Volume 3(1) 2011, p.44   
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sexual exploitation.  

Social networks play a fundamental role in the 
recruitment phase and for that reason it is ex-
tremely important to implement in those compa-
nies effective THB detections systems. It appears 
that 89% of 12-17 year-old love to chat on the 
Internet: clase-mates, chat rooms or webnets. 
These are prefect points for traffickers, who use 
false identities to lure potential victims to a 
meeting9. 

With regard also to the Internet, it is common 
to make use of false jobs advertisements placed 
on it. It seems to be difficult to detect that type of 
simulated jobs, but it is also possible to imple-
ment different channels for identifying pre-
sumed traffickers. The false contracts, and the 
patterns are always similar. The companies that 
operate on the Internet should be on the lookout 
for signs of THB.  

Nevertheless, it cannot be ignored that the 
identification on the Internet is very difficult. 
The anonymity and mass audience of online ser-
vices increases both the discretion and profita-
bility of the services but complicates the fight 
against the recruitment. For that reason, in my 
opinion the companies that operate on the Inter-
net should increase the delivery of information 
to users in relation to the THB. Companies 
should expose the risk of being victim of THB 
and they should explain the traditional methods 
used by traffickers. Furthermore, companies 
should also provide users with direct contacts of 
the company specialized in the fight against 
THB, representing intermediaries between users 
and police authorities. 

Finally, private employment agencies, as labour 
recruiters, have an important role in this first 
stage of THB. Therefore, the issue of labour re-
cruitment and the responsibilities of govern-
ments and employers to protect workers from 
exploitation were at the centre of the 103 debate 
of the International Labour Conference, which 
led to the adoption of the Protocol of 2014 to the 
Forced Labour Convention, 1930, and the Forced 

Labour Recommendation 2013 (No.203). As spe-
cific provision, it is recommended the promotion 
of coordinated efforts by relevant government 
agencies, including efforts to regulate, license 
and monitor labour recruiters and employment 
agencies and eliminate the charging of recruit-
ment fees to workers to prevent debt bondage 
and other forms of economic coercion10. 

In the same row, the International Labour Or-
ganization and the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) call on governments, 
social partners, businesses, other international 
agencies, and all concerned stakeholders, to 
strengthen their efforts to address abusive and 
fraudulent recruitment practices in statement 
rendered in June of 2015 in which series of ac-
tions were requested: 

1. Adopt and strengthen, criminal laws and 
other regulatory measures, to address the entire 
spectrum of fraudulent and abusive recruitment 
practices that may lead to trafficking in persons; 

2. Raise awareness amongst recruiters, pri-
vate employment agencies and employers in the 
private and public sectors on due diligence and 
best practices on how to eliminate abusive and 
fraudulent recruitment practices;  

3. Enable cooperation among relevant gov-
ernment agencies, workers’ organisations, em-
ployers’ organisations and represent- actives of 
private employment agencies; promote strategic 
partnerships between the public and private 
sectors, and facilitate exchange of good practices 
within common migration routes;  

4. Create complaint mechanisms and ensure 
that migrant workers who have experienced 
abusive and fraudulent recruitment practices or 
subsequent exploitation, gain access to justice 
and effective remedies, such as compensation; 

5. Ensure the Right to Freedom of Association, 
maximise collective bargaining coverage and 
support trade unions in their efforts to organize 
workers, including migrant workers, to better 
protect them from exploitation during or result-

9. SKIOTOU Athanassia P., “Trafficking in human beings:Internet recruitment”, Council of Europe, 2007, p.27 

10. ANDREES Beate, NASRI Alix, SWINIARSKI Peter,”Regulating labour recruitment to prevent human traffiking and to foster fair 
migration, models challengues and opportunities”, International Labour Organization 6459, p.7. 
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ing from the recruitment process.  

6. Foster the transparent and participatory 
negotiation, conclusion and effective implemen-
tation of bilateral and regional agreements, root-
ed in international standards, as well as other 
specific mechanisms to ensure improved inter-
national coordination and cooperation and to 
close regulatory and enforcement gaps across 
common labour migration routes.  

7. Ensure that national mechanisms to regu-
late the recruitment of migrant workers are inte-
grated into labour migration policies and rele-
vant bilateral and regional agreements, to en-
sure coherence between national laws and poli-
cies governing labour recruitment and the 
broader policies relating to employment, skills, 
and education. 

8. Promote the ratification of relevant UN and 
ILO Conventions, in particular the recently 
adopted Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour 
Convention, 1930; the Trafficking in Persons 
Protocol; the Private Employment Agencies Con-
vention, 1997 (No 181); the Migration for Em-
ployment Convention, 1949 (No 97) and the Mi-
grant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Con-
vention, 1975 (No 143) to ensure proper recog-
nition and regulation of labour recruiters and 
employment agencies 

 

b) Second Stage: Transition  

According to the UN Protocol, it must be pun-
ished not only the recruitment, but also the 
transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of 
persons. One of the main characteristics of THB, 
and which distinguishes it from another forms of 
exploitation, is the transition stage. Victims are 
transported to the place of exploitation, ei-
ther within the country or outside the country of 
origin of the victim, but in every case, apart from 
their families and friends, what makes them 

more vulnerable. Modern slavery requires that 
people are moved from one place to another and 
for that reason. It is important to adopt 
measures to prevent THB in all kind of transport 
firms, hotels and hosting’s companies.  

Victims can be transported by land, sea and air. 
All shipping companies should be aware of the 
fights against THB. They can be responsible for 
human trafficking if they do not adopt any meas-
ure to avoid that the traffickers use their ser-
vices to commit their criminal activities. Conse-
quently, companies that depend on transport as 
part of their values chains, or that are supplying 
transportation services, must face the risk of be-
ing complicit in modern slavery11. For instance, 
there have been several scandals of smuggling 
and THB using trucks among the world12, with 
fatal endings in some cases. To deal with such 
situations, it was created the Truckers Against 
Trafficking (TAT) with the mission to educate, 
equip, empower and mobilize members of the 
trucking and bus industries to combat human 
trafficking13. Its main goals are to saturate truck-
ing and related industries with TAT materials, 
partner with law enforcement and government 
agencies to facilitate the investigation of human 
trafficking and marshal the resources of their 
partners to combat THB. Similarly, the Interna-
tional Transport Worker’s Federation is trying 
to make  people aware of the risk of low cost-
holidays. Exploitation often happens at tourist 
destinations, hotels are anonymous and publicly 
accessible, making them likely venues for prosti-
tution and crime. And even more anonymous 
would be new companies, which operate on 
online leasings or rentings short-term lodging 
such as apartments or homestays. However, 
tourism and hospitality stakeholders are often 
unaware of signs, contributing unknowingly to 
sex trafficking and the transportation of human 
beings14, despite being likely to intervene not 
only in the second stage but also in the third 
phase of THB. 

11. TRIER HANSES Thomas, “ Transport-The risk of complicity in modern slavery”,Sirius Publications, 6456 , p.6. 

12. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34073534. 

 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-40696306. 

13. http://truckersagainsttrafficking.org/. 

14. Carolin L, Lindsay A, Victor W (2015) Sex Trafficking in the Tourism Industry. J Tourism Hospit 4:166. doi:10.4172/2167-
0269.1000166. 
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c) Third stage: Exploitation  

Exploitation could be for several purposes but 
it shall include, according to the Palermo Proto-
col, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prosti-
tution of others or other forms of sexual exploi-
tation, forced labour or services, slavery or prac-
tices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal 
of organs.  

This phase is what justifies the existence of 
THB and where the companies have more risk to 
be responsible for the crime. In contrast with the 
previous stages, where it is complicated to at-
tribute criminal responsibility to the companies, 
at this stage, companies should have strong 
mechanisms of THB detection and specially, 
those companies that are most at risk.  

According to a study elaborated by NGO Verite  
in 2016, eleven sectors were found to be the 
most likely to have a risk of human trafficking 
globally15: agriculture, construction, electronics, 
fishing and aquaculture, forestry, healthcare, 
hospitality, housekeeping/facilities operation, 
mining and basic metal production and textile 
and apparel manufacturing. But there are also 
additional risk factors. Particular products, such 
as those that have seasonal cycles, certain busi-
ness processes, for instance in long and complex 
supply chains, the use of certain vulnerable 

groups, such as women and 
children, and other operations 
in countries deemed as high 
risk. The study is mainly fo-
cused on the companies’ role 
attending to their supply chains. 
In the context of the sexual ex-
ploitation, we cannot forget the 
situation of bars, clubs, escort 
agencies and brothels, due to 
the fact that they constitute an 
important focal point for human 
trafficking. It is clear that in 
many occasions the owner of 
that kind of business would be  
responsible for trafficking. But 
in many other cases, it would be 

difficult to make them responsible for the sce-
nario of a THB victim working in their establish-
ments, especially when they are big commercial 
premises. And for that reason, it is fundamental 
to have the possibility to attribute to that busi-
ness any kind of liability, whether civil, adminis-
trative or criminal. Nonetheless, the seriousness 
of the offence and the high risk of having work-
ers which are victims of THB in such kind of an 
industry justifies, in my opinion, the attribution 
of criminal responsibility to that business or 
even to the owners, in cases of absolute lack of 
control. 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

Trafficking in human beings is a global problem 
and one of the world’s most abhorrent crimes. It 
must be fought by land, sea and air, and with use 
of all the instruments of the rule of law. The fight 
against this crime must involve several actors 
with a multifaceted response. Otherwise, we will 
not be able to eradicate this shameful crime.  

It is crucial that small, medium and large com-
panies are involved in the fights against human 
trafficking. The aim of the traffickers consists in 
earning money and to that end they often need 
corporations. Therefore, if we achieve the goal of 
preventing the utilization of companies to com-
mit THB, we would be able to put traffickers in a 

15. DERPARMENT OF STATE, “ Trafficking in persons report 2015”, United States of America,  p.23. 
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difficult situation. Corporations are a 
fundamental element in the fight of all 
globalized crimes. We should  empha-
size that companies can and should 
play a vital role in preventing human 
trafficking.  

At this point, there are already many 
companies that they are aware of the 
risks of being involved in a case of THB 
and take their responsibility for it. 
There are major initiatives in this area. 
For instance the aforementioned 
Truckers Against Human Trafficking or 
the European Alliance Bankers against 
Trafficking in Human Beings, which 
created a practical toolkit with “red-
flag indicators”16. 

With the globalization of business, in-
ternational compliance is a necessity. The global 
nature of companies with subsidiaries, affiliates, 
and vendors all over the world provide great op-
portunities but also great risks of being liable for 
the actions of  their staff17. However, there are 
many companies that are not conscious of the 
risks that they take if they do not implement ef-
fective measures against THB.  

There is currently a worldwide trend to corpo-
rate criminal liability and it is only a matter of 
time we start prosecuting companies which are 
responsible for human trafficking. Judicial au-
thorities, policy makers, press and civilian play 
an important role related to corporate liability. 
We should promote the awareness of companies 
of the necessity of the implementation of due 
diligence programs with effective internal con-
trols, with identification of areas at risks and 
with implementation of specific policies in order 
to address those risks, and to avoid labour ex-
ploitation . 

It is responsibility of all of us to combat THB 
with involvement of all the possible actors.  

An early version of this text has been presented 
at the OSCE Conference (18 Alliance against 

Trafficking in Persons, Vienna 2018) 

V. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 LAKE Quintin, MACALISTER Jamie, BERMAN 
Cindy, GITSHAM Matthew, PAGE Nadine, 
“Corporate Leadership on Modern Slavery”, Hult 
research in partnership with the ethical trading 
initiative, November 2016 

 BRODOWSKI Dominik, DE LOS MONTEROS 
DE LA PARRA Manuel Espinoza, TIEDEMANN 
Klaus, “ Regulating Corporate Criminal Liability: 
An Introduction”, Springer International Publish-
ing Switzerland, 2014 

 OECD, “ Liability of legal Persons for Corrup-
tion in Eastern Europe and Central Asia”, 6459 

 D. Sherman Jeffrey, COMM B, BRAITHWAITE 
Colin, “Risk assesment tools for effective internal 
controls”, First reference, September 6448  

 KIOTOU Athanassia P., “Trafficking in hu-
man beings:Internet recruitment”, Council of Eu-
rope, 2007 

 RODRIGUEZ LOPEZ Silvia, “ Criminal liability 
of Legal Persons for Human Traffiking Offences in 
International and European Law”, Journal of 

16.https://uk.reuters.com/article/banks-trafficking/bank-staff-will-red-flag-trafficking-suspects-with-powerful-new-tool-
idUKL8N1HW3J4 

17. T. BIEGELMAN Marin, R.BIEGELMAN Daniel, “ Foreign corrupt practices act compliance guidebook: protection your organization 
from bribery and corruption”, Wiley Corporate F&A,2010,p.g31. 



 

36 

www.ingepo.ro                                                                                           Geostrategic Pulse, No 265, Monday 20 August 2018 

Traffikcing and Human Exploitation, Paris Legal 
Publishers, 2017 

 A.FORSTER Bruce, “ Human Trafficking:A 
Transnational Organized Crime Activity”, Ameri-
can International Journal of Contemporary Re-
search, Vol.3 No.1,January 2013,  

 BAJREKTAREVIC Anis, “The Palermo Con-
vention, Ten Years After – toward the Universal 
Criminal Justice”, GHIR (Geopolitics, History, In-
ternational Relations) Addleton Academic Pub-
lishers NY, Volume 3(1) 2011, p.44   

 ANDREES Beate, NASRI Alix, SWINIARSKI 
Peter,”Regulating labour recruitment to prevent 
human traffiking and to foster fair migration, 
models challengues and opportunities”, Interna-
tional Labour Organization 2015 

 TRIER HANSES Thomas, “ Transport-The 
risk of complicity in modern slavery”,Sirius Publi-
cations, 2016, p.2 

 Carolin L, Lindsay A, Victor W (2015) Sex 
Trafficking in the Tourism Industry.  

 DEPARTMENT OF STATE, “ Trafficking in 
persons report 2015”, United States of America 

 T.BIEGELMAN Marin, R.BIEGELMAN Daniel, “ 
Foreign corrupt practices act compliance guide-
book:protection your organization from bribery 
and corruption”, Wiley Corporate F&A,2010.  



 

37 

Geostrategic Pulse, No 265, Monday 20 August 2018                                                                                           www.ingepo.ro 

 



 

38 

www.ingepo.ro                                                                                           Geostrategic Pulse, No 265, Monday 20 August 2018 

     

Turkey – a unavoidable player in the Middle East 

Corneliu PIVARIU 

  On July 9th, 2018, president Recep Tayyip Erdogan inaugurated his second mandate which 
marked, at the same time, turning the parliamentary system, in place since almost 100 years, into 
one where the political power is more concentrated at the presidency level. 

  The change takes place under the circumstances of the complex developments in the Middle East 
and particularly in Syria, as well as within the geopolitical global context of great powers’ repositio-
ning, of their shifting spheres  of influence and the acerbic economic competition for energy sources 
and markets. We will see how beneficial this context will be for Turkey’s political and economic de-
velopments in the coming years. The developments of the international situation, too, will repre-
sent a challenge for the team the president Erdogan has at his disposal and where the loyalty to the 
president is considered an at least as important factor as it is the competence if not even more im-
portant, given the circumstances. Turkish foreign policy should find the best solution between the 
anti-Western fluctuations and the neo-Ottoman dream of regional hegemony on the one hand, and 
the need of better relations with the European Union and the United States, on the other hand. The-
se relations are, for the time being, extremely important when the economic growth begun to dwin-
dle and foreign investments are not at the wished for level, something that could have a undesireble 
impact for the current Turkish leadership at the next local elections in March, 2019. The situation 
got more complicated following  the hike in inflation and, on August the 1st, the Turkish Lira de-
creased to under 5Liras for 1US dollar. Moreover, the 10th of August president Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement on doubling the tariffs for Turkish exports of steel (+50%) and aluminium (+20%), 
triggered a new devaluation of Turkish Lira  by about 25% while a slight recovery was registered 
lately.  

Having in mind Turkey’s economic integration in the world’s economy that lead to deepening its de-
pendency on the latter especially as Turkey has no important energy resources and depends on im-
ports, president Erdogan announced, on August the 3rd a  100 days program and appealed to all ci-
tizens to ”release” the foreign currencies and the gold  kept  ”under the pillow” and turn their sa-
vings into Turkish Liras, an appeal that did not seem to have the expected effects. On the other 
hand, Erdogan said that Turkey will not accept being dependent on the West and will change its fo-
cus on the Chinese market for loans (including the issuance of Yuan government bonds), without 
explaining why the Chinese would treat Turkey differently from the European or American lenders.  
Moreover, president Trump’s decision of increasing the custom duties on steel and aluminium was 
assessed by the Turkish president as an economic war and addressed a message to his American 
counterpart: “At a time when Evil continues to haunt around the world, unilateral actions against 
Turkey by the USA, our ally of decades, would do nothing but harm the USA’s interests and security". 
President Erdogan added: "if this current of unilateralism and lack of respect is not reversed, we 
will have to look for new friends and allies", and said that president Trump would do well to seriously 
consider this  “before it is too late" . 

  President Trump himself acknowledged that the USA-Turkey relations are not in good shape 
currently. In all likelihood, he will wait some time in order to adapt and reconsider his position to-
wards this important ally which can not be circumvented in case of finding a solution in the Middle 
East and and in other geopolitical issues. And now here on this background, the Caspian Sea Treaty, 
which  has been negotiated for decades, was abruptly signed , offering Russia a relevant position in 
this area. Russia took expediently the opportunity and Serghei Lavrov, the Foreign Affairs minister, 
declared that in the near future a four-countries summit (Turkey, Russia, Germany, France) on Syria 
will take place in Ankara with other countries invited, too, including international organisations 
(UN, OSCE, etc.). Turkish sources say  the summit could take place on 7th of September. 

  The significances of these developments are complex and indicate that Germany and France could 
return to more important positions in the Middle East, wishing to invest in the major joint Russia-
Turkey projects. It would be possible that a new Middle East emerges where Turkey keeps a unavoi-
dable place.  

CONSIDERATION 
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Ambassador prof. Dumitru 
CHICAN 

Islamism, understood as 
ideology and doctrine which 

resorts to religious references for arguing and 
assuming political purposes was not, as part of 
the contemporary Islamology noticed, a result of 
great popular upheavals of 2011 known as ”Arab 
spring”. Islamism accompanied Islam ever since 
Prophet Mohammed’s biological demise as it has 
accompanied, too, the entire history of the Mus-
lim nation and state during a long and acerbic 
confrontation between the religious factor and 
the sphere of politics where the stake was ac-
quiring the temporal power and shaping the so-
ciety, the state and the world in accordance with 
the precepts of the Islamic canonic law codified 
by  shari’a law. The involvement of the Islamist 
currents and structures in triggering and devel-
oping the Arab ”revolutions” was but the most 
recent and last episode of the Islamist history  
seen as a chronicle of the struggle for 
”reforming” Islam in the sense of its return to its 
dogmatic roots as they were codified by the fore-
runers in order to achieve the supreme ideal of 
imposing the Islamic supremacy on the entire 
world. The failures recorded in all these at-
tempts, the Islamist thinking’s slipping in armed 
and social violence as political instrument and 
the deviation towards absolutism and hegemon-
ist tendencies, as it was the case with 1979 Irani-
an Islamic revolution, determined the Western 
Orientalist researches to speak even since the 
1990s   of a bankruptcy if not of the death of po-
litical Islam as did the prestigious French politi-
cal scientist Olivier Roy who, in his book 
”L’echec  de l’islam politique” (Le Seuil, Paris, 
1992), exposed in extenso the reasons justifying 
this conclusion among which: 

- Islamism claimed to be the most authoritative 
representative of the concept of ”the Third 

World” yet made it on behalf of a overbidded re-
ligious universalism and mapped out a profound 
demarcation line not between rich and poor, be-
tween democracy and dictatorship but between 
religions, namely between ”House of Islam” (Da r 
Al-Islām) as space of living together, tolerance 
and perfection, on the one hand, and the other 
religions considered as ”House of War”  (Da r Al-
Harb”), a realm of disbelievers, conflicts and im-
perfection which should be corrected through 
Islamization work. 

- Situated in a modern world,  Islamism propos-
es itself to achieve by any means the Islamiza-
tion of modernity which roots and contributions 
to the development of the universal civilization 
have a much older history than the history of 
Islam and with a profound awareness of its iden-
titarian morphology. 

- The dissemination of Islamist ideas in the Ar-
ab and Islamic world does not produce any ef-
fect on its geostrategic realities, in the sense it 
does not generate either more unity and solidar-
ity  or preclude the generation and the evolu-
tions of the conflict hotbeds or a positive re-
balancing of the influence relations and telling to 
this purpose is Afghanistan’s example where the 
tribal factor is prevailing and stronger than the 
Islamic affiliation. 

For the political Islam dominated by the ideolo-
gy of the ”Muslim Brotherhood” movement, the 
”Arab spring” projected, for the first time, Islam-
ism at the top of the political hierarchy by the 
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood’s acquiring state 
power and by the Islamist formation “Al-
Nahda” (Renaissance”), as Tunisian branch of 
the Muslim Brotherhood. Nevertheless, the eu-
phoria of victory determined in both cases a has-
ty process of forced and brutal Islamization of 
the society and state institutions, a campaign 
which was hit by the reaction of social rejection 

The Main Factors of the Middle East Situation 
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of the ephemeral Islamist rules which ”mandate” 
ended equally abrupt,  after a year only, either 
following the intervention on the political chess-
board of the military institution, as it was the 
case in Egypt, or by the self disqualification and 
withdraval from the political life of “Al-Nahda” 
formation in Tunisia. Two failures which were to 
have dramatic consequences for the very exist-
ence and future of Islamism in the Arab world. 

The transformations generated by the steam-
roller of the ”Arab spring”, bringing back into 
question the validity and the credibility of the 
Islamist thesis, outlawing the Islamist for-
mations or the desastruous involvement of the 
currents born from the ideology of the ”Muslim 
Brotherhood” in the civil wars in Syria, in Yemen 
and Libya, their work and their coming closer to 
the extremist-jihadist and Salafist wings of the 
radical Islam and the practical disappearance of 
any Islamist activism on the political chessboard 
were as many elements contributing to the re-
emergence of the discourse of the end of Islam-
ism and its passage to what was denominated by 
the ”post-Islamist era” term.  

For the Islamologues who dealt with this 
theme, such as the French Islamologue Olivier 
Roy, his co-national the sociologist Gilles Kepel 
or the Iranian-American political scientist Assef 
Bayat, of the University of Illinois, this post-
Islamism is described as a multi-dimensional 
and multi-directional movement which gives a 
pragmatic and consciously promoted expression 
to a program that wants the Islamizing move-
ment and thought to come out of the limits of the 
social, ideological, political and intellectual field 
in order to project itself into the space of an al-
ternative modernity achieving a modus coop-
erandi between Islam as individual option and the 
concepts of freedom and democracy. By progres-
sively distancing itself from the totalitaristic and 
exclusivistic logic of the Islamism, post-Islamism 
proposes itself to assimilate and promote forms 
of compromise and of co-existence between plu-
ralism, multilateralism and compromise. Yet the 
success and the sincerity of such ”co-existence” 
between freedom and democracy, on the one 
hand, and compromise, on the other hand, is 
profoundly doubtful at least due to two reasons: 

first, because the democracy slogan was used, as 
well, by the Islamist parties during the electoral 
campaigns and, once they were projected to 
power, Islamism (for which, by tradition, 
”democracy is the bastard and poisoned fruit of 
the Western civilization”) was to manifest itself 
as an acerbic conceptual and pragmatic denial of 
this democracy. Second, because that compro-
mise the post-Islamist rhetoric speaks about is, 
in its intimate essence, but a recourse to the old 
religious concept of concealment (takiya or 
kitmān) which designates  in Islam the temporary 
and conjectural dissimulation of the identitarian 
affiliation to Islam as a protecting measure and 
avoiding  a persecution or an adverse conjecture, 
a measure that ceases immediately once the 
cause or the conjecture that generated resorting 
to this takiya cease. It is, in other words, about 
what in the culture of many peoples is expressed 
by the wisdom of a reed that bends itself before 
the tempest for not breaking and return to the 
normal status once the tempest ceased. In a way, 
such a strategy means, as Oliver Roy said, an at-
tempt of translating a secular laicism into a pro-
foundly Islamic religious space.   

The concept of “post-Islamism” is neither 
enough elaborated, nor  consolidated by the ex-
perience of confronting reality and that explains 
also the hesitations characterizing the attempts 
to work out an as comprehensive as possible 
definition of the phenomenon. This is why some 
scholars assimilate post-Islamism with what 
would be a “retro-Islamism” understood as a 
conservative doctrine marked by the nostalgia 
for reconstructing the global Muslim state ad-
verse to the nation-state and to its contempo-
rary values. Except that, in order to reach such 
finalities, classical ideas such as those regarding 
democracy and freedom are accepted but only to 
the extent they can serve to reacing such a goal. 
On the other hand, the supporters of the so-
called neo-Islamism are on an opposite posi-
tion, of a doctrine that emerged as a results of 
the shifts generated by the ”Arab spring”  phe-
nomenon  and which, from our point of view, 
could be rather defined as a pseudo-Islamism 
or as a ”populist Islam” (islamawiya in Arabic), 
or “Islamism without Islam” insofar as in this 



 

41 

Geostrategic Pulse, No 265, Monday 20 August 2018                                                                                           www.ingepo.ro 

 case it is about a current that uses the Islamic 
religious cover only for electoral purposes and 
of maintaining a rate of visibility at the level of 
the religious social media without proposing il-
lusory aims such as creating the Universal Islam-
ic state or the literal application of the Muslim 
canonic law. 

All these denominations are a natural resultant 
and an expression of the process of identitarian 
re-thinking and of adapting political Islam per-
taining to the obsolete tradition of the ”Muslim 
Brotherhood” to the contemporary world’s new 
values system. And this process of Islamism’s 
oscillating between the return to a bankrupt 
past and self-propelling into fake, populist and 
not too convincing  paradigms, namely oscillat-
ing between a  retro-Islamism that exhausted its 
persuasion power, an artificial neo-Islamism and 
a populist Islam equally alien to the Islamic soci-
ety, could be characterized rather by the appel-
lative of necrosis-Islamism by which one iden-
tifies the process of gradual extinction of an Is-
lamism that lost its future, a de-Islamised, de-
legitimate  Islamism, losing increasingly  the in-
fluence within the social body and lacking the 
necessary instruments for attracting, extending 
and consolidating its influence. A clinically dead 
Islamism after the lamentable failure of its first 
governing exercise on the background of the 
”Arab spring” by the Islamism institutionalized 
in Egypt and Tunisia and profoundly affected by 
the traumatizing experience of the political Is-
lam in its jihadist-Salafist version, embodied  so 
dramatically and blood-tainted by the illusory 
”neo-caliphate” of the third millennium.  

 

Reza SHAHRESTANI 

A preamble 

November the 4th is the ”D Day” Donald 
Trump’s Administration set for entering into for-
ce the embargo on the Iranian oil exports, name-
ly on the imports of this source of concentional 
energy by the states and companies having com-
mercial relations in this field with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. From this perspective, the Ame-
rican president let it be known that, at the begin-
ning of July, he agreed with the monarchies in 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, the 
increase of their oil output by 2bbd for offering 
compensations to current importers.  

In Switzerland, the Iranian president Hassan 
Rohani declared, in retaliation, that ”the United 
States should understand that blocking his coun-
try’s the oil exports will mean blocking the ener-
gy exports of all the oil producing states in the 
Gulf when the daily transit from the Gulf to-
wards the outside world represents 20% of the 
regional trade, 40%, respectively, of the world’s 
maritime oil transport, as the Strait of Hormuz 
situated at the south-eastern tip of the Gulf is the 
only maritime oil maritime outlet  of this strate-
gic energy region towards the planet’s oceans. 

Supporting president Rouhani, the general Qas-
sem Soleymani, the commander of the famous 
Faylaq Al-Qods (Al-Qods Brigade, the supporting 
wing of the abroad operations of the Isalmic Re-
volutionary Guard), in one of his rarely interven-
tions, he pathetically  proclaimed and said he ”is 
kissing the president’s hands for the latter  wise 
words uttered in due time”,  ensuring that the 
”Revolutionary Guard are ready to act in the spi-
rit of the policy that will be decided to the inte-
rest of th Islamic Republic and will prevent by all 
means the oil exports of this region”. 

On the other side, high American officials  did 
not spare media declarations in the region, whe-
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reby they said that the army of the United States 
will firmly act, in cooperation with the allied for-
ces in the region, for securing the oil transit 
through the Gulf waters, the freedom of navigati-
on and normal carrying out of the world trade 
with energy resources. 

Is it about a war of declarations or we will wit-
ness a hot automn in this part of the world and 
of the Middle East?  

 

The Strait of Hormuz and the international 
policies 

Once President Donald Trump announced, on 
May 8th, 2018 that the USA terminated unilater-
ally the treaty with Iran on the control of the Ira-
nian nuclear program (JCPOA) and put again in 
practice the sanctions against Iran and the emer-
gence of the first Iranian threats in reaction to 
the USA’s action of either closing or blocking the 
access to the Strait of Hormuz, the oil, freight 

and insurance markets begun to witness wor-
ries, anxieties, excitement and fears concerning 
future developments and the immediate effects 
were being felt on the international prices. Such 
manifestations intensified dayly as the two grace 
periods the USA granted for carrying out cov-
ered by the said decision come closer. The first 
grace period expired after 90 days (August 6th, 
2018) and the seconf after 180 days (november 
4th, 2018). The USA’s departments and agencies 
made public the specific sanctions for each peri-
od so that countries and private companies take 
necessary steps for finalizing the ongoing con-
tracts and for observing the sanctions imposed 
bu the USA.  

The second stage of sanctions pertains directly 
to oil maritime transport activities, oil transac-
tions (total blocking the Iranian oil exports), the 
Iranian maritime ports  operations, blocking the 
activities of its naval yards etc. 

The sanctions the USA’s president on May 8th, 
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2018 were updated last time on June, 27th 2018 
and are continously under review. 

The Persian Gulf countries (Bahrain, Iran, 
Kuweit, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates), knowl also as the Arabic Gulf, 
are producing around 27-30% of the oil global 
output and and have aroud 2/3 of the proven oil 
reserves in the world. At the same time, the Per-
sian Gulf countries have around 36% of the 
proven natural gas world reserves. Around 90% 
of the Persian Gulf countries oil exports sent to 
the Far East, USA or Europe are passing through 
the Strait of Hormuz. 

According to US Departament of Energy estima-
tions, 22-30 oil tanks are transiting daily the 
Strait covering around 30% of the oil global con-
sumption (around 90 million barrels or around 
12 million metric tons while Romania’s annual 
oil consumption is around 11 million metric 
tons). As a result, the Strait of Hormuz is consid-
ered a strategic maritime choke point. 

Militarily, the Strait of Hormuz has a length of 
around 225 km and an average width of around 
80 km, the narrowest place measures 50 km and 
the water depth is between 45 and 220 m. The 
fairway for navies’ entry into the Gulf is between 
3.2 and 10 km wide, a length of 31-35 km and a 
dpeth of 75 100 m. At the same time, the exit 

fairway of the Gulf has a width of 3.6 km, a 
length of 25 km and a depth of 80-225 m. The 
Strait is located between Iran and Oman and 
there are several island in its area, most of them 
uninhabited and under juridical dispute among 
the coastal states, and they are important for es-
tablishing the territorial waters (15 maritime 
miles) of the sides. Currently, the Strait of Hor-
muz’s fairways are in Iran’s territorial waters 
and it secures the necessary light-signalling  for 
the safety for the maritime traffic. Such a state of 
affairs significantly increases Iran’s strategic im-
portance in the Persian Gulf area. One of the 
great disputes between Iran and the USA is that 
Iran recognizes the freedom of navigation 
through the Strait of Hormuz of the commercial 
vessels yet it requests prior notification and ob-
taining the approval for the military navies. The 
dispute is stil open and difficult to solve because 
neither Iran nor the USA ratified the 1982 UN 
Convention -Law of Sea (UNCLOS). Iran consid-
ers that the passage of the military navies, espe-
cialy   

the USA’s ones, through the Strait of Hormuz 
threatens its national security as coastal state. 
For preventing such potential menaces to Iran’s 
national security, it constantly threatens to close 
the Strait. A particular incident concerning Iran’s 
manifestation in the area took place in 2016  
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when 10 American sailors were arrested in the 
Iranian territorial waters of the Strait of Hor-
muz. This incident raised the awareness of the 
international community on the significance of 
the Iranian authority on the Strait. 

Iran did not ratify UNCLOS, the 1982 UN Con-
vention because it did not agree with the provi-
sion  ”peaceful transiting of the militry navies 
the territorial waters” and with the provision 
concerning the ”right of military navies to transit 
the international straits”. The reasons for 
which the USA did not ratify the UN Convention  
UNCLOS are still unclear. Upon the last attempt 
of 2016, the American Senate could not get the 
two thirds necessary vote for the ratification. 

The Strait of Hormuz, which lies in Iran’s terri-
torial waters and has the regime of international 
navigation route, a combination that makes even 

more difficult the correct interpretation of the 
applicable rules to this strait. To date, Iran se-
cured free navigation through the strait for all 
commercial navies, irrespective of the vessels’ 
flag, without any incident being recorded. 

Iran’s claims concerning prior notification and 
obtaining the approval for transiting the territo-
rial waters for the military vessels there is noth-
ing out of the ordinary in terms of international 
practices. Signatories countries of the UN UN-
CLOS Convention such as Croatia, Egypt, Malta, 
India, Indonesia and South Korea request prior 
notification while countries like Norway, Swe-
den and Danemark request prior notifications 
and obtaining the approvals for transiting the 
military vessels.  

As coastal state to the Persian Gulf, Iran 
strengthened its shore defenses and has now in 
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place an efficient defense system made up main-
ly of anti-navy missiles batteries. 

For maritime operations, Iran has two military 
naval forces, IRIN (Islamic Republic of Iran Na-
vy) set up by the Shah of Iran and IRGCN 
(Rvolutionary Guard Corps Navy) set up after 
the 1979 Islamic revolution and the latter force 
is more numerous that the former and enjoys a 
greater confidence from the country’s leader-
ship. IRIN has 13,000 sailors, 2,600 marines and 
2,000 militaries of the maritime aviation. In 
terms of navies, IRIN has 7 submarines, 2 de-
stroyers, 3 fregates, 2 corvetes, 4 missiles-
carrier boats, 6 torpedoes boats, 3 coast patrol 

boats plus logistic support  boats, mines setting 
boats and minesweepers.  

At the same time, IRGCN maritime force has 
around 20,000 troops and around 150 boats and 
small boats (missiles carriers, torpedoes boats 
and assault boats). 

The main doctrine of the military maritime 
forces is Asimetric Naval Doctrine and Pasive 
Defense meant to harness the advantages of 
Iran’s geographic location and the specificity of 
the approximate 1000 km-long coast offering 
many places for hiding and harboring small 
boats. 
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 During the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, Iran  de-
stroyed around 546 commercial navies in the 
Persian Gulf using mainly mines, torpedoes  and 
surprise attacks with small boats. Durind the 
same period,  several American military vessels 
were damaged in the Gulf area. 

The Persian Gulf, Red Sea and Arabian Sea are 
the responsibility area of the US Fifth Fleet with 
the NSA Bahrein support base, in Manama. The 
difference of navy power between the USA forc-
es and the Iranian ones is notorious and should 
not be explained. However, over the years there 
vere numerous Iranian actions if provocation, 
attempts of intimidation and harassment espe-
cially as a result of Iran’s requests of prior notifi-
cation and approval for transiting the Strait of 
Hormuz for the military vessels. The US Navy 
statistics show that there were 22 harassment 
actions in 2015, 36 in 2016, 14 in 2017 and none 
this year. The majority of such actions were car-
ried out by the Iranian forces with small, very 
manoeuvrable  speed-boats which are difficult to 
identify by radar. From the analysis of the mili-
tary drills of the American forces in the Persian 
Gulf it appears that the greatest danger concern-
ing a possible Iran’s decision of implementing 
the closure of the strait is by mining the area. 
The Americans estimate Iran has around 2,000 
modern marine mines. Even if the Iranian forces 
have a mine setter only, the Iranians’ practice in 
the 1980-1988 war proved that they could suc-
cessfully use commercial vessels and small boats 
for setting mines barrages. 

The Europeans rejected on July 
16th, 2018 the United States’ re-
quest  of economically isolating 
Iran and adopted a juridical mech-
anism for protecting the European 
companies present in this country 
from the American sanctions the 
head of the European diplomacy 
announced. At the same time, the 
French minister of Foreign Affairs 
insisted in his turn on the necessi-
ty of allowing Iran to continue sell-
ing its oil. 

The EU and other signatories of 

the treaty concluded in 2015 with Tehran, China 
and Russia, are searching for a financial mecha-
nism guaranteeing Iran the capacity of exporting 
its oil.  

The energy sector brought Iran revenues of $50 
billion in 2017, according to European customs. 
The source of revenues is mainly the oil as the 
gas export is meagre, 10 billion cu.m. in 2017 
only. Iran exports 3.9 mbd - 20% to the EU and 
70% by China and other Asian countries, the UE 
data show. 

The USA’s sanctions on Iran pursue reducing 
Iran’s revenues from oil and natural gas to nil. 
The second part of these sanctions is to come 
into force on November 4th, during the middle-
term elections in the United States. 

A possible Iran’s closure of  the Strait of Hor-
muz would significantly unbalance the oil de-
mand and supply on the global market since it 
supplies daily, together with the Persian Gulf 
countries, through the strait around 26.5 mbd 
representing 29-32% of the daily supply on the 
international market. 

The USA is not worried of a possible new oil 
crisis since in 2017, according to the Energy In-
formation Agency, for the first time, its daily oil 
output exceeded Saudi Arabia’s production 
(12,090 barrels/day) reaching 15,999 barrels 
per day, and that turns the USA from an oil im-
porter into a great oil exporter.  
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Reza  SHAHRESTANI 

”A fesstival of democracy!”. With these words, 
the Turkish leader Recep Teyyip Erdogan de-
scribed the June 24th snap presidential and gen-
eral elections which, with a unprecedented par-
ticipation to vote of 90% of the electorate and by 
the approval rate of 53% for president Erdogan 
validated not only the 2017 constitutional refer-
endum concerning Turkey’s transition to the 
presidential system of governance headed for 
another two mandates by ”super-president” Er-
dogan but also the final separation from the Ke-
malist stage of Turkey’s modern history. In the 
new context, the head of state is benefiting from 
important amendments making Recep Teyyip 
Erdogan the first Turkey’s president invested 
with increased powers and attributions among 
which: 

- The missions, competences and decisions of 
the executive power will be taken over by the 
head of state and is not any longer a joint privi-
lege of the president and the government. At the 
same time, the president maintains his active 
links with the political party he founded and 
leads; 

- The president has full powers in issuing 
presidential decrees and rulings in all the fields 
pertaining to the executive power and authority; 

- The president nominates and dismiss the 
state’s high officials including ministers and high 
magistrates; 

-  Nominates and invests the vice-president or 
the vice-presidents of the republic; 

-  Submits to the popular referendum the con-
stitutional amendments; 

- Coordinates the drawing up of the state 
budget prior to being subject to the parliamen-
tarian debate and approval; 

- Instates the state of emergency with the leg-
islative approval; 

- Is accountable before the parliament which 
has control attributions of the presidential activ-
ities. 

For the first time in Turkey’s modern history, 
the constitution stipulates the abolition of mili-
tary courts and the transfer of justice under civi-
lan control. 

 

* 

There are many analysts who are either 
Erdogan’s sympathisers or opponents and 
who underlined his special ”courage” of 
bringing forward   by almost a year and a 
half the presidential and general elections 
when, according to estimates, compact 
segments of the population disagree with 
the ”dictatorial and policing” measures 
Erdogan imposed during the last two 
years, namely after the 2016 aborted mili-
tary coup. 
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  His victory at the 2018 ballot will have as effect 
on a short and a medium run a rejuvenation of 
the Erdoganist ideology and doctrine which was 
affected lately by the symptoms of the old-age 
and exhaustion yet, at the same time, Turkey’s 
transition to the presidential system could not 
avoid the effects of an international climate 
characterized by fluidity, tensions and of a diffi-
cult to predict evolution. 

The June 24th ballot brought Turkey to a new 
and complicated crossroads having as causal 
origin the conjugated action of at least three 
identifiable factors and of which the reformist 
impetus of the ”absolute president” will have to 
take into account at every step he takes for im-
plementing ”the new reform” promised in the 
electoral campaign.  

First of all, it is about the domestic chessboard 
and climate strongly influenced by the evolu-
tions that led the Justice and Development Party 
to power and which created, by Erogan’s and his 
political formation’s policy, deep fault lines in 
Turkey’s social and economic corpus. The new 
constitutional reality places Recep Teyyip Er-
dogan on a volatile line between the rational use 
of power he is invested with for strengthening 
the democratic process and a positive confronta-
tion of the economic and social challenges, on 
the one hand, and the euphoric attractivity of the 
totalitarian tendencies which brought him al-
ready the accusation of ”neo-Ottomanism” and 
the ambition of wanting to be not only the 
”strongest Turk” of the contemporaneity but al-
so the new sultan with Ottoman ambitions velei-
ty and out of touch with the daily realities of the 
nation he was propelled to lead, on the other 
hand. 

Second of all, it is about the manner Regep Tey-
yip Erdogan will position himself in relation to 
the regional political, military,  security and sec-
tarian environment which witnessed, in its turn, 
a process of resettlement and complication of 
the balances system both at the level of the Arab 
world and at the general level of the Middle East. 
The dynamic transformations this area wit-
nessed including as a result of the ”Arab spring” 
led already during the twenty years since the 
Justice and Development Party is at the helm, to 
a double failure of the Erdoganist regional poli-
cy, namely the devaluation of the well-known 
theory of ”zero problems with the neighbours” 
and losing the initial credibility of the project of 
imposing and disseminating the  “Turkish mod-
el” for shaping  and development of the Arab-
Islamic Middle East. 

And, thirdly, it is about the international con-
text and climate within which Recep Teyyip Er-
dogan succeeded in creating animosities, diffi-
culties of communication and conflicted status. 
The “new” Recep Teyyip Erdogan takes over a 
Turkey having at its south an ongoing  civil war, 
a war which through its duration and the multi-
tude of interferences turned into an interna-
tionalized conflict  whereby at least two global 
military powers – the Russian Federation and 
the United States – and at least three regional 
military powers – the Shiite Islamic Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and Israel are involved. 

Two weeks after the June 24th snap presiden-
tial and general elections, on July the 9th, a 
pompous inauguration ceremony of Recep 
Teyyip Erdogan took place in Ankara with the 
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attendance of 22 heads of states and 28 heads of 
governments. The ceremony was opened with 
the religious moment of collectively reciting the 
beginning verses – Al-Fatiha -  of the Qur’anic 
scripture and was dominated by Erdogan’s tak-
ing the presidential oath in front of the parlia-
ment and the nation. The festivity provided an 
opportunity for a pathetic speech of taking the 
office and of announcing the formation of the 
new Executive made up of 16 ministers as well 
as instituting the office of vice-president of the 
republic,  a position for which Fouat Oktaz, a 
technocrat who headed the Turkish Agency for 
handling the emergencies, was nominated. With-
in the government, the key-portfolio of Finances 
was taken over by the president’s son in law, Be-
rat Albayrak, while the Ministry of Defense is 
headed by the Chief of Staff, Hulusi Akar, and 
Mevlut Cavudoglu kept his position as minister 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Recep Teyyip Erdogan has begun his new 
mandate under the sign of three fundamental 
and programmatic imperatives – the “revival” 
of the Turkish culture and civilization, the 
economic and social recovery and getting rid 
of the terrorist challenges and threats. There-
fore, Erdogan’s first two political actions were 
an official visit to Azerbaijan and the attend-
ance of the recent NATO summit in Brussels. 
That determined some commentators to won-
der whether the ”new” Erdogan will replace 
the tie and the bow tie by the turban or he 
will use all these symbolic accessories for 
what will be the ”presidential Turkey”.  

 

 

Dinu COSTESCU 

In 1981, upon the initiative of sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Al-Nahyan, emir of Abu Dhabi emirate 
and, since 1971, president of the Federation of 
the United Arab Emirates, the seven monarchies 
on the eastern and south-eastern coast of the 
Arabian Peninsula  set up the sub-regional or-
ganisation called ”the Cooperation Council for 
the Arab States of the Gulf”, made up of Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrein, Ku-
wait, Qatar and Oman with the fundamental aim 
of sub-regional integration of the member states 
in the economic and social, circulation of goods 
and persons, security and defense  fields, an aim 
which, after almost 40 years since the inception 
of the organisation, is far from materializing in 
juridical and institutional terms.  

Except for the Sultanate of Oman, which main-
tained a neutral policy, decision-making inde-
pendence and impartiality, the other monar-
chical regimes orbited around Saudi ambitions 
of leadership and regional supremacy , a tenden-
cy that increased with the victory and consolida-
tion of the Islamist revolutionary theories of the 
theocratic regime in Tehran set up in 1979 
through the anti-monarchic coup initiated and 

The member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council  
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led by ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni. The said 
orientation witnessed a special boost after the 
”Arab spring” broke out in 2011 and resulted in 
blood tainted civil wars in Syria, Libya and Yem-
en, on the one hand, and in the deterioration of 
the conflicted relations between the monarchy 
in Riyadh and the Iranian Islamic regime as well 
as with the emergence and rise of the jihadist-
Salafist phenomenon, on the other hand. 

 

* 

On the background of the confusion, uncertain-
ties and challenges generated by the ”Arab revo-
lutions” and the conflicts the latter created, the 
Arab monarchies in the Gulf (except for the Sul-
tanate of Oman – the only member state of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council which did nor break off 
diplomatic relations with Damascus) focused 
their attention on the developments in Syria and 
placed themselves politically, militarily and fi-
nancially alongside the Syrian opposition, in-
cluding the radical Islamist formations and con-
sidered that the removal from power of Bashar 
Al-Assad’s Baathist regime, allied with the re-
gime in Tehran, would have resulted in halting 
the regional expansionism promoted by the Is-
lamic Iran. To an equal extent, the policy pro-
moted especially by Saudi Arabia, the United Ar-
ab Emirates and Qatar (until the 2017 fracture  
that occured between this emirate and the rest 
of the neigbouring monarchies) 
as far as the Syrian file was con-
cerned, was meant to extra moti-
vate the United States to get in-
volved more actively and more 
pragmatically in the strategies of 

removal through pressure and power the Alawi 
and secular regime in Damascus. Whether such 
an aim was not reached during the mandate of 
the former president Barack Obama, neither the 
new strategy adopted by his follower at the 
White House, Donald Trump, meets the extent 
wished for by the monarchs in the Gulf yet offers 
promises to that purpose measurable by the pe-
cuniary advantages the United States would get 
from the ”Arab allies” in the Gulf in exchange for 
the security protection ”services” granted to 
them.  

The failure of the initiatives meant to tip the 
balance of forces in favor of the Syrian opposi-
tion determined the monarchic regime in Ryiadh 
to act more bluntly in what regional policy was 
concerned: the military intervention in Bahrein 
for suppressing the protests of the Shia minority 
in the kingdom, hardened the tone in the rela-
tionship with Lebanon for determining the latter 
to marginalise pro-Iranian Hezbollah, has en-
gaged in the war in Yemen directly and  by prox-
ies, the offensive courtship of the American pres-
ident Donald Trump, the attempt of consolidat-
ing the control over the hawkish wing of the Syr-
ian opposition by creating the so-called ”Riyadh 
platform” opposed to the other factions close to 
Turkey and to the Russian Federation and, not 
least, appointing the belicose son of the king, 
Mohammed Ben Salman, as crown prince are but 
a few telling examples in this respect.  

At the same time, Qatar’s continuation of spon-
soring the Islamist movement of the Muslim 
Brotherhood (which Saudi Arabia banned) was 
one of the main causes that led to the decision of 
the monarchy in Riyadh, supported by the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Bahrein and Egypt  of demon-
ising the emir of Qatar, of breaking relations 
with him and to subject the emirate to a severe 
economic embargo, of the latter links with the 
outside world and of openly accusing the emir-

ate of being sponsor of the ter-
rorist phenomenon in a context 
in which the Wahhabite monar-
chy itself was not stranger to 
such attractions for the religious 
Islamic radicalism. Yet that deci-
sion had unexpected consequenc-
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es for their promoters as it determined a quick 
rapprochement between Qatar, on one side, and 
Turkey and Iran, on the other, and a lamentable 
setback of the Syrian opposition represented by 
”Riyadh platform”  against the decisions and 
measures imposed on the ground by the Russian 
Federation, Turkey and Iran on the background 
of ”Astana and Sochi processes”. Under such cir-
cumstances, Saudi Arabia and its satellite mon-
archies have now too small a voice or at all on 
the chessboard of the Syrian war and in what 
concern the initiatives of pacifying Syria. The 
new orientation of the Saudi, Emirati and Bah-
reini monarchies towards coming back to the 
dynamic reality of the regional geopolicy and re-
thinking their own alliances system in the sense 
of coming closer to the State of Israel  and thus 
acquiring an asset for the Administration in 
Washington’s maintaining the strategic com-
mittments of backing  the abovementioned re-
gimes in their confrontation with the Iranian 
Shiism could be circumscribed within this 
framework. In fact, both in this issue and in all of 
the evolutions in the Arab-Persian Gulf region, 
the Gulf Cooperation Council is practically repre-
sented by Ryiadh and Abu Dhabi, while Bahrein 
remains a submissive performer of the direc-
tives received from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait is ra-
ther concerned of its own domestic political and 
economic crises, Qatar, under embargo, is pro-
moting its own independent visions and pro-
grams including in its relating 
with the United States of Ameri-
ca and Oman maintains itself 
within the traditional limits of 
its uncommitted policy  in the 
thorny files of the region and of 
the Middle East as a whole. And, 
such a state of affairs does not 
do anything but add a new ele-
ment of instability to the al-
ready tense regional climate and 
devaluate, once more, the idea 
of Arab unity of which the mod-
ern Arab world manufactured a 
coat of arms for decades on end, 
a coat of arms which proved il-
lusory in the end.  

 

Maher NABOULSI 

At the time these lines are written, the inhabit-
ants of Damascus are living under the pressure 
of a double euphoria. First of all, because after 
seven years of war and following the Russian 
allies’ ”advices” the logistics compartments of 
the Army and of the intelligence services, pro-
ceeded with decommissioning the check points 
and concrete barriers which proved to be not 
only a security instrument but also a generous 
source of revenues for the personnel serving the 
said barriers. The Damascenes take back their 
streets, avenues and the small streets that were 
forbidden to them as a result of the vicisitudes of 
war and the joy tears are, most of the time, ac-
companied by the quetion uttered either with 
the lips or guessed in their sights waiting for the 
long awaited light from the other end of the tun-
nel: is peace coming? 

Second of all, not only Damascus’s citizens, but 
all Syrians, irrespective of the belligerent camp 
they symphatize with or detest, are frantically 
following the negotiations race for the setting up 
of the so-called Committee on Drawing Up the 

Damascus: a check point manned by security troops  



 

53 

Geostrategic Pulse, No 265, Monday 20 August 2018                                                                                           www.ingepo.ro 

New Constitution of the post-conflict Syrian 
state, a race carried out behind the scenes of the 
”political elites” chosen and empowered by the 
regime’s and Syrian opposition’s foreign spon-
sors for establishing the content of the funda-
mental law of the Syrian state before this state  
benefits of any guarantee that its very existence 
will be possible and that ”post-war Syria” will be 
edified on the basis of certain imperiously nec-
essary attributes for being able to speck of a real 
state existence. In a bargain climate driven out-
side the country, as it is the case with the de-
marches carried out by the international repre-
sentative Staffan De Mistura on the side of the 
players supporting Bashar Al-Assad’s regime 
(Russia, Iran) with the same aim of reaching a 
consensus concerning the setting up of the com-
mittee for drawing up the constitution taking 
into account that the authorities in Damascus 
cling on the position already expressed during 
the February 18th meeting of the Security Coun-
cil in accordance with which the setting up of 
this international body should be decided exclu-
sively by the People’s Council (the Parliament of 
the Syrian Arab Republic) which validity is con-
tested by the opposition and its regional or in-
ternational foreign sponsors. In all this bazaar-
like bargaining, the rule of the game is simple 
and was followed by the regime and the factions 
of the political and military opposition ever 
since the beginning of the ”negotiations pro-
cess”, an itinerant process carried out in epi-
sodes either in Geneva, or in Astana, in Kazakh-
stan, or in Sochi, in the Russian Federation and it 
is in its essence, for each side involved, the re-
fusal of any new ideas or proposals so that later 
the same ideas and proposals be accepted under 
the pressure exerted by the sponsors players 
and depending on the understandings or the dis-
putes among the latter. And since the consensus 
moments were rare and did not last, the entire 
process turns into a feverish temporization and 
buying time in the hope that each of the foreign 
powers involved in the Syrian internal conflict 
secures an as consistent as possible advantage 
for the final partition of the ”Syrian cake”. 

It goes without saying that during all this time 
in which the arms go on speaking and the so-

called ”de-escalation zones” prove to be more 
and more clearly what they were from the very 
beginning – namely a simple rhetoric exercise – 
in all this waisted time the Syrians, be them of 
Damascus or of any Syrian district or town, be 
them displaced or refugees in neighbouring 
countries continue the desperate and humiliat-
ing struggle for survival to the extent that this 
extreme coordinate of the existence means 
fighting chronic starvation, malnutrition, diseas-
es, the ravages generated by the sectarian war 
between the Shiism directed from abroad and 
the extreme Sunnism discending from Al-Qaida 
or the consequences of the lamentable but 
equally brutal Islamic ”caliphate” of  Abu Bakr Al
-Baghdadi. As a dramatic result, the dynamics of 
the internal politics is limited to sterile struggle 
between the barons and rich men’s war. The 
highest monthly salary is under $100 while the 
international reports mention that the montly 
threshold of poverty is $190 as a minimum for 
day-to-day subsistence. 

 

* 

The regional and global players which are con-
fronting for as much influence in Syria as possi-
ble are measuring the dimension and future 
configuration of this country with the measure-
ment unit given by the military evolutions on 
the multiple fronts of the Syrian war while the 
indigenous camps directly involved in the con-
flict, namely the regime and the political opposi-
tion, are reduced to the status of instruments 
used either for undermining or temporizing the 
settlement initiatives or for dynamizing the ef-
forts of implementing peace projects when these 
favour one or another of the sponsors. 

There are many questions waiting for an an-
swer before fabricating a constitution that risks 
to be rather one for managing the post-war an-
archy than an instrument of guaranteeing the 
Syrians one of the fundamental rights consecrat-
ed by international law, namely the right of liv-
ing in a state meeting all the criteria of  function-
ing normally. Is Syria today disposing of all ar-
guments for its juridical and moral redefinition 
as a modern, independent and sovereign state in 
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all its components, including the capacity of con-
trolling the territory and all the conflicted forces 
which are currently struggling for ripping be-
yond repair  what remained of Syria that existed 
seven years ago?  What are the guarantees for 
securing an active,  joint and constructive role to 
the society  in reconstructing Syria from ashes, 
namely that role which, even from the first stag-
es of the ”Syrian revolution”, was annihilated by 
the irreducible confrontation between the re-
gime and its foreign backers, on the one hand, 
and the political, military, sectarian or clan de-
tachments of the opposition itself, on the other 
hand,  but also by the regionalization and, then, 
internationalization of the Syrian war by the in-
terferences of no less than 10 foreign players – 
state or non-state – and of a ”coalition of merce-
naries” who came from over 70 states for deliv-
ering their own jihad of for finding a better paid 
place under the sun.   

In this seventh year of war, Syria is, once more, 
in the stage of a pre-modern state overwhelmed 
by anarchy and sectarian conflicts that threatens 
to maintain their resilience capacity in the au-
thority and decsions structures of the post-war 
order,  too,  in case the future constitution of the 
Syrian state will be drawn up and imposed by 
foreign players and interests  without any par-
ticipation of the Syrian social factor – the first 
one affected by a conflict in which it is not the 
society but the foreign protagonists will have 
the control in accordance with their own inter-
ests. 

Under such circumstances, vexations, starva-
tion, diseases and ignorance will continue their 
devastating presence with or without the con-

crete barriers dotting the avenues and streets of 
the ”new Syria”.  

Maher NABOULSI 

The Arabic speaking press inserted, several 
times during June and beginning of July, at their 
”breaking news” column, information according 
to which repeated armed clashes would have 
taken place in different locations of the Syrian 
geography between units of the Syrian national 
army and Iranian militias deployed on the Syri-
an domestic front that resulted in the Iranian 
troops’ and Hezbollah’s fighters’ evacuating 
their positions that were taken over by Bashar 
Al-Assad’s army. In the same context, regional 
media outlets commented on the fact that the 
Russian Federation notified the regime in Teh-
ran concerning the preparations for a future ter-
mination of the Iranian military presence and its 
withdrawal from Syria. In principle, such a no-
tice is not surprising as in the perspective of the 
war coming to an end, Moscow is directly inter-
ested that the only foreign military forces de-
ployed in Syria after the conflict be the Russian 
ones. Yet the fundamental question is what are 
the Russian Federation action margin and limits 
up to where it can exert pressures or offer other 
satisfactory alternatives in exchange of Iran’s 
military withdrawal fron Syria. Coincidence or 
not, the stance of the Russian side regarding the 
Iranian armed presence on the Syrian domestic 
chessboard corresponds, in its spirit, with the 
wishes and the signals sent to this purpose by 
the Israeli government led by Benjamin Netan-
yahu, signals which several times took the form 
of direct aerial attacks carried out by Israel’s 
aviation against Iranian military targets on the 
Syrian territory and that such actions received 
the green light from Vladimir Putin. 

What happened, therefore, during the last 
months so that one can speak today of the per-
spective that the Russian-Iranian ”honeymoon” 
turn into a conflicted space? And is this change 
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imposed by evolutions or, on the contrary, a nat-
ural result of the conflicts of interests between 
two occupation armies claiming the same war 
trophy? 

In almost all years of the Syrian war, the Rus-
sian Federation was, as it is known, Bashar Al-
Assad’s first protector and supporter of the sur-
vival of his regime and was involved directly 
starting with September 30th, 2015 militarily 
under the disguise of fighting Islamic State and, 
in general, the terrorist phenomenon which, ac-
cording to the Russians meant the Islamist ji-
hadism and the Syrian political and military op-
position. Aware that an anti-terrorist involve-
ment in a guerilla war was too costly, including 
in terms of life loss, Russia reserved only the 
preponderant role of an aerial attacker and of 
supplying necessary information for carrying 
out advantageous campaign on the front while 
direct confrontation of the terrorist organisa-
tions and formations was left to the Syrian army 
and to Iranian, pro-Iranian and Syrian militias. 
And it must be acknowledged that these militias, 
most of them on Tehran’s payroll, have had a 
substantial role in confronting the Islamic State 
– Da’ish- fighters as they brought a no less sub-
stantial contribution to changing the demo-
graphic configuration of the Syrian society, to 
generating the huge exodus of refugees and dis-
placed people that made today’s Syrian mor-
phology be fundamentally different of what the 
Syrian state and society were before the war 
broke out in the spring of 2011.  

However, during the last months, Syria became 
a chessboard of acerbic confrontation and com-
petition among the great foreign players and es-
pecially between the Russian Federation and the 
United States of America and these two powers 
are the factors on which depends the denoue-
ment of any discourse about solving the Syrian 
crisis and about the future of this country and its 
people. What is taking place on the background 
of an apparent American-Russian irreducible 
hostility is the effect of the consensus of sub-
stance between Moscow and Washington and 
what is imputable to other causes or to other re-
gional players is, in the last analysis, the result of 
the fact that most of the time the only thing the 

two agree upon is that they can’t agree. A para-
dox Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump  agreed 
upon during their July ”historical” summit in 
Helsinki. 

In the current equation, a new topics of the dia-
logue – confidential or public – between Donald 
Trump and Vladimir Putin administrations is the 
”Iranian file” and the issue of this country’s with-
drawal from the military equation of the Syrian 
conflict, without bringing the ideas discussed or 
agreed upon necessarily and always to the 
knowledge of the other regional players in-
volved on the Syrian chessboard, namely Tur-
key, Israel and, it goes without saying, Iran itself.  
Contrary to Turkey and Israel, the Iranian Revo-
lutionary Guard and the militias they are manag-
ing are deeply infiltrated into the Syrian geogra-
phy and society starting with the Mediterranean 
coastline, the center of the country to the Syrian-
Lebanese border with tendencies of expansion 
towards the Syrian-Israeli demarcation line on 
the Golan Heights, in the south-west. 

The Syrian war, already in its eighth year, 
brought analysis elements making the Russian 
Federation’s planners and political decision 
makers consider that Iran is not any longer a 
fundamental necessity for Syria and for future 
peace arrangements. 

Will the Iranian regime comply with the ap-
peals requesting it to renounce outright to the 
human, military, financial and economic sacrific-
es made for reaching the situation whereby 
many Iranian officials declared that ”losing Da-
mascus is like Tehran itself is lost” in order to 
accept in the end exactly such a loss?  

For Bashar Al-Assad it is difficult if not impossi-
ble to comply with the Russian, American or Is-
raeli  requests to eliminate, by a simple presi-
dential order, the juridical argument based on 
which the Iranian army is in Syria, namely that 
the Iranians came to this country ”upon the re-
quest of the Syrian government”. Yet, faced with 
Trump’s decision, made one week before his 
meeting the Russian leader in Helsinki, of sus-
pending the support for the Free Syrian Army, 
and after a week of government and Russian of-
fensive south of Syria and imposing Bashar’s  
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control in the Daraa – Soueida – Bosra southern 
area, the aforementioned decision is more at-
tractive than the ”brotherhood of men-at-arms”  
with Ali Khameney’s Pasdarans especially when 
this last major victory was possible thanks to 
Vladimir Putin. The Russians, the Americans, the 
Israelis, the Turks, the Saudis, all want the Irani-
an Islamic revolution’s departure from Syria and 
are willing to accept in the framework of this 
barter Bashar Al-Assad’s remaining in power in 
the hope that the future constitution will find a 
”solution” for this Gordian knot. What is to be 
done? A direct military conflict between these 
”allied” players, the Russians included, is diffi-
cult to imagine.  And the only option would be 
pushing Israel forward in a war of attrition 
against the Iranian presence which may deter-
mine Tehran, surrounded as well by the Ameri-
can pressures on the background of Washing-
ton’s withdrawal from the ”nuclear agreement”, 
to accept the departure from Syria with the pos-
sible conclusion of an agreement providing for 
maintaining contact bridges and usufruct for 
Iran on the Syrian space. 

It is a scenario pushed forward since some time 
without having an explicit reaction from Tehran 
so far.  

In all likelihood, the reaction will be known be-
fore the end of this summer. 

 

Munir SALAMEH, Ramallah 

Since the end of March, Gaza Stip is the stage of 
violent confrontations between the Israeli army 
and the Palestinian protesters who are under 
the punitive embargo imposed by the double 
pressure they are subject to by the Israeli au-
thorities, on the one hand, and by the embargo 
applied by the National Authority in Ramallah, 
on the other. Ample solidarity demonstrations 
of the Palestinians in the West Bank with their 
co-nationals in Gaza that are staged are met by 
the crackdown of the security forces of the Na-

tional Authority and of Fatah movement and all 
these evolutions are marked by loss of life due 
either to Israeli bullets or to the batons of the 
anti-riot formations sent to the streets to the 
orders of president Mahmoud Abbas. 

On this background, Donald Trump’s team 
made up of Jared Kouchner, son in law and the 
main advisor to the leader of the White House, 
David Friedman, the new American ambassador 
to Jerusalem and Jason Greenblatt, special rep-
resentative for international negotiations – all 
three originating from Jewish families and fierce 
supporters of Jewish settlements in the Palestin-
ian autonomous territories – are hardly work-
ing, either in their personal cabinets or making 
marathon tours in the Middle East for finishing 
the last details of the famous ”deal of the centu-
ry” through which Trump Administration identi-
fies the achievement of the ”historical” and final 
Israeli-Palestinian concilliation and ultimately 
solving the seven-decade old ”Palestinian issue”. 
It is possible that by the time this issue of 
”Geostrategic Pulse” reaches its readers, the 
”Trump plan” be officialy made known to the 
interested parties and to the public opinion. As 
far as the concrete content of the American initi-
ative of solving the Palestinian-Israeli dispute is 
concerned, the scarce information that reached 
the mass-media gives to understand that the 
”deal of the century” will mean that the short 
passage through history of the much-discussed 
”two-state”  theory comes to an end, the Pales-
tinians being offered in exchange a state with 
limited sovereignty on around 40-50% of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, possibly completed 
territorially with an extension into the geogra-
phy of the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula   and a capi-
tal to be set up in Abu Diss locality, a Palestinian 
settlement on the outskirts of Jerusalem. This 
taylored ”state” will be demilitarized – except 
for the personal light weapons – with no territo-
rial contiguity with Gaza. For accepting these 
”concessions” offered by Israel, the Palestinian 
state is promised a substantial financial support 
which will be made up, in the design of the busi-
nessman Donald Trump, not of the assistance 
coming from the American or Israeli treasuries, 
but from direct contributions of the Arab world 
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in general, from the oil monarchies in the Gulf, 
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and the 
international community in particular. Between 
50 and 60% percent of the actual area of the 
West Bank , occupied by Jewish settlements, will 
pass under Israely sovereignty as will the Jordan 
Valley, separating the West Bank from the Hash-
emite Kingdom of Jordan, and will remain under 
Israeli military and security control. Finally, a 
connection corridor between Gaza and the West 
Bank is to be achieved yet under Israeli control, 
as well. The Jewish state is to have the control 
over the air space and territorial waters of the 
Palestinian ”state”, which will have, neverthe-
less, the right of partially using the maritime 
ports of Ashdod and Haifa and of Ben Gourion 
International Airport. Gaza Strip would also re-
ceive substantial ”financial compensations” and 
assistance for buiding up infrastructure in the 
field of electricity and of maritime port activities 
as well as an extension into the Egyptian Sinai 
Peninsula. As far as the families and the de-
scendants of the Palestinian refugees are con-
cerned, a ”fair” solution would be offered to 
them within the Palestinian state, as any return 
on the current Israeli territory is out of the ques-
tion. 

Mention should be made in this context that the 
traditional ”cause of the Palestinian people” is 
not any longer on the agenda and among the 
preoccupations of the Arab and Islamic states. A 
first step in this regard was made by Saudi Ara-
bia, whose crown prince Mohammed Bin Salman 
openly declared that the ”Palestinians have to 
accept what they are offered and if they are not 
satisfied then they should shut up, should not 
lament and return to the negotiation table”. The 
Israeli daily ”Haarez” stated, on the other hand, 
that five ”moderate” Arab states (non-specified) 
expressed already their accord on the plan pro-
posed by Donald Trump’s Administration while 
the same Mohammed Bin Salman floated even 
the perspective of a cornucopia flowing millions 
of dollar for the future ”Palestinian state” if the 
Palestinians themselves will accept Donald 
Trump’s and his advisors’  futuristic  vision. The 
reactions of the Arab League and of the Islamic 
Cooperation Organisation as representatives of 

the grobal Arab and Muslim communities were 
limited to protest statements and condemnation 
of Donald Trump’s decision of recognizing Jeru-
salem as Israel’s unified capital and of transfer-
ing the American embassy in Israel to the ”Holy 
City”. The only non-Arabic regional voice who 
spoke of backing the Palestinian ”legitimate 
rights” was the Turkish president Recep Teyyip 
Erdogan’s yet such proclamations were made on 
the background of the campaign for presidential 
and parliamentarian snap elections after which 
the president became super-president with cvasi
-discretionary powers. It is less important 
whether now Erdogan will maintain his sympa-
thetic rhetorics for the Palestinians as long as his 
voice will sound alone in an international global  
community too busy with its own problems for 
taking time for the situation of the Palestinians.  

The president of the Palestinian National Au-
thority Mahmud Abbas rejected from the very 
beginning the American project of the ”ultimate 
solution” for the Palestinian issue and declared 
that the United States and implicitly Donald 
Trump’s Administration lost their quality and 
credibility of honest broker in the file of the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict. Under such circumstanc-
es, what are Mahmud Abbas’s  chances and what 
are his assets for backing his claims and policy? 

In all appearances, the Palestinian leadership in 
Ramallah seem to stake on the backing of the 
international community (European) which in 
the current context is more of an illusion. With-
out real instruments and leverages of action, the 
Palestinian side, itself eroded by major internal 
conflicts and dissensions – either between the 
National Authority in the West Bank and Hamas 
movement in Gaza Strip, or within the National 
Authority, within the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation ans within Fatah movement – is com-
pelled to deny and reject sine die the options of-
fered by the United States and by Donald 
Trump’s strategy. An option which, after all, 
could be accepted by the tandem Trump-
Netanyahu, having in mind a possible surprise 
coming from Mahmud Abbas himself – an octo-
genarian with health problems and increasingly 
contested within the Palestinian social edifice. 
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After 1948 nakba (catastrophe) and after 1967 
naksa (defeat), a third naksa or nakba  is looming 
with the possibility of being the final one for the 
”Palestinian cause”.  

Ambassador prof. Dumitru CHICAN 

I 

After a two-year ”internship” (2015-2017) and 
second in line as crown prince of the Saudi 
throne, in the shade of his cousin Mohammed 
Bin Nayef, the young and ambitious emir Mo-
hammed Bin Salman, the eldest son of the third 
wife of the king Salman Bin Abdul Aziz was ap-
pointed by his father on June 21st, 2017 as 
crown prince, cumulating at the same time the 
position of minister of Defense and chairman of 
the Council for Economic and Development Af-
fairs. As controversial as he is admired especial-
ly among the young generation, the future mon-
arch of the Saudi dinasty imposed himself in the 
media discourse and political folklore by the 
abridged form of his name – ”MBS”. He attracted 

the attention 
not only in 
his country 
and in the 
Arab-Islamic 
world, but 
also on the 
chessboard 
of the politi-
cal, economic 
and interna-
tional fi-
nance life by 
a series of 
measures 
and initia-
tives he him-
self inspired 
or were only 
attributed to 
him and 
which out-

lined the portrait of a future reformer and dy-
namic king. A year after his appointment and in 
the context in which the prospect that in the 
near future the octogenarian monarch Salman 
abdicates in favor of his son is evoked, the Saudi 
kingdom is confronted, at the same time, with 
the hope and the worry for what the future 
monarch will bring to the kingdom and to the 
Saudis who, in their greatest  majority, are un-
der 25 years of age. 

 

II 

The launching by Mohammed Bin Salman of his 
projects of reform and economic, social and 
even religious modernization took place in a 
context when Saudi Arabia felt very acutely the 
effects of fall of prices on the international mar-
kets of conventional energy resources but also 
the burden of three years of a costly and uncon-
trollable indirect war with Iran it is waging in 
Yemen to which the massive financing - which 
did not lead to the expected results – for the ji-
hadist Islamist opposition on the front of the 
Syrian civil war has to be added. The monar-
chical regime is confronted, at the same time, 
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with the pressures coming from a civil society 
more and more connected to the realities of con-
temporaneity and to an equal extent neglected 
during the last decades and subject to severe 
stringencies and prohibitions imposed by the 
conservative religious ideology of the Wahhabi 
Salafism. The reigning family’s cohesion and uni-
ty is equally threatened and severely shaken by 
the vexations it was subject to as a result of mas-
sive purges, arrests and maginalization imposed 
by MBS under the guise of erradicating corrup-
tion on the background of the future king’s am-
bitions of removing any dissent and concurential 
hurdles that could prevent the rise of the crown 
prince to the throne. 

There are several cathegories and fields the 
problems the reformist  prince will have to inev-
itably confront with uncertain outcome. 

First of all, it is about the domestic chessboard 
with the components, sensibilities and asperities 
generated mostly by the consequences of the 
projects of economic and social reforms the am-
bitious prince wants to implement in the frame-
work of Vision 2030 to which, among others, the 
gigantesque project of creating an economic 
develpment zone at the Red Sea in the area the 
Saudi, Egyptian and Jordanian borders meet is 
circumscribed to. The cost of the project: $500 
bil. In the same context, the implementation of 
the NEOM project (a composite sigle with the 
sense of ”New Future” derived from the Latin 

”neo” and the first 
letter of the Arabic 
word “mustaqbal”, 
meaning future), a 
Saudi version of the 
Sillicon Valley, with 
an area of  26,500 
sq.km, namely three 
times bigger than 
Cyprus, to which an-
other pharaonic pro-
ject foreseeing turn-
ing about 50 Saudi 
islands in the Red 
Sea under Saudi sov-
ereignty into a hallu-
cinating luxury tour-

istic paradise meant to attract foreigners and to 
substantially contribute to refreshing the king-
dom’s budgetary reserves. These projects and 
others, included in Vision 2030 of the reformer 
emir, assume, in order to become serviceable 
reality, huge investment to be attracted, an en-
deavour that proves by now as doubtful as ad-
venturous. 

Second of all, it is about the kingdom’s position-
ing in the regional context that makes the Saudi 
foreign policy be ruled completely by the acerbic 
hostility towards the Iranian theocratic regime 
and by the irreducible competition for suprema-
cy and political and sectarian influence not only 
over the Middle East but, to an equal extent,  at 
the global level of the Islamic community. Since 
more than three years, a violent franchise war is 
waged in Yemen between the Saudi Wahhabism 
and the twelver Iranian Shiism, a war conceived 
by the monarchy in Riyadh, without being de-
clared as such, as a useful means of hijacking the 
attention of its own Saudi society from the fault 
lines affecting the solidity of the huge ruling fam-
ily   but also from the prohibitions a ultracon-
servative religious regime  and owner of an ab-
solute monopoly on the country’s economic and 
material resources imposes to a social corpus 
deprived of the perspectives of self-
improvement and of human and professional 
fulfilment. The obsession of the anti-Iranian 
competition determined emir MBS to sacrifice 
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the very cohesion of the sub-regional organisa-
tion of the Gulf Cooperation Council by ostraciz-
ing Qatar emirate on charges of symphaties and 
relations with the ”Persian foe” and of sponsor-
ing the terrorist-jihadist currents – a charge 
with a manifest politicking and populist charac-
ter as long as Saudi Arabia itself registered in its 
history’s chronicle many similar charges.  The 
reimbursment, by 2030, of outstanding foreign 
debts amounting to around $100 billion or car-
rying out the huge contracts of more than $320 
billion concluded for military equipment and 
other economic projects with the United States 
or the investments meant to create employment 
for local citizens and renouncing to employing 
foreigners are as many realities questioning the 
real financial possibility of the Saudi economy 
for supporting the future king’s gigantic reform-
ist ”visions”. Pressed by his own committments, 
Mohammed Bin Salman  proceeded with at least 
two steps with contentious consequences. First 
of all, listing on the stock exchange a part of the 
oil colossus ARAMCO (Arabian American Com-
pany), known usually as ”Saudi Arabian Oil 
Company” and then launching, under the pre-
tense of fighting corruption, of an extended cam-
paign of purges, arrests and hoarding the assets 
of some hundreds first-hand exponents  of the 
ruling family, of the business circles, ministers 
and former ministers, clerics etc.  – operations 
that resulted in collecting around $100 billion, 
according to the statement of the crown prince 
himself. The campaign, supervised by MBS, of-
fered the opportunity of getting rid of possible 
opponents either from Al-Saud family or, from 
the second branch – Al-Sheikh – of Al-Saud’s 
tribe, writers, men of culture or descendants of 
the former monarch Abdallah II. 

 

III 

Third, it is about the projects that MBS an-
nounced of implementing a profound religious 
reform aimed at ”returning to Saudi Arabia of 
yesteryear”, namely  to a regime cleaned out of 
the Wahhabite religious radicalism and adopting 
an ”in-between” Islam, moderate and open to 
the world and to the dialogue with other reli-

gions and civilisation areas. The princes’s initia-
tive is salutary in itself and important at least 
from two reasons: first of all, because speaking 
of ”returning to a moderate Islam” (namely to 
the period before the alliance between the tribe 
Al-Saud and the preacher Mohammed Ibn Abdel 
Wahhab and the emergence of the Saudi dinasty 
and the Saudi kingdom), MBS recognized that, 
contrary to the official propaganda, Saudi Arabia 
is ruled by a radical jurisprudence school de-
scending from the Hanbali Islamic school of ju-
risprudence which inspired ideologically great 
part of the Salafist radical contemporary cur-
rents and groups. Then, recognizing indirectly 
this truth and giving it up, the prince recognises 
implicitly that the fundamentalist religious ele-
ment is incompatible and even forbides the mo-
dernity the future monarch wants to introduce 
into the country. On the other hand, speaking of 
introducing an ”in-between”  Islam, MBS pro-
ceeds with a play on words which, unknown to 
those less familiar or non-familiar with the traps 
the Arabic language, creates at least deformed 
impressions and convinctions. Thus, in order to 
uphold his thesis, the prince resorts to the Arab 
word ”wa sitiya”, circumventing the right word 
”wasatiya”. Or, the first lexeme cannot have the 
meaning of ”moderate”, or ”centerline”, given 
the fact that it derives from the toponimy of 
”Wa sit”  which is the name of the old synony-
mous Iraqi town and district where there was 
an as fundamentalist as possible Islamic school. 
The concept of  wasityya was developed by the 
conservative ideologue and theologian Ibn Tay-
miyya in his book Al-aqida Al-Wasitiyya  (The 
Wasitite Dogma) written upon the request of a 
cleric in Wa sit whereby all the other canonic 
schools of the time were rejected as deviant and 
a Salafist sort of ”reform” of Islam was proposed 
in the sense of literarily and strict  reading of the 
sources of this religion. The sense with moder-
ate meaning of the word is ”wasatiya” which in-
dicates a middle (in-between) position or atti-
tude. Or, Wahhabism – which does not recognize 
itself as being ”Wahhabite”- uses the term devel-
oped by Ibn Taymiyya, and not the term 
”wasatiya” which has the sense of ”moderate”. In 
other words, Wahhabism of which MBS says it 
does not exist, loses its validity since declaring 
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war to a Salafist Wahhabite without clarifying of 
what particular ”Wahhabism” one speaks about 
means making a reform which does not bring 
any change. 

On the other hand, the ”Wahhabism” itself and 
the clergy it is represented by were and continue 
to be, besides the political regime imposed by  
the clan Al-Saud, the second pillar supporting 
the existence of the Saudi regime and of the mo-
narchic state which emergence has at it base the 
political and religious pact concluded with Mo-
hammed Ibn Abdel Wahhab’s cast and move-
ment. Troughout the last two centuries, there 
were attempts of contesting the Wahhabite cleri-
cal power and influence yet none of these were 
convincing and organised enough for reaching 
the proposed purpose. The question whether the 
emir MBS has today enough convincing argu-
ments to weaken the powerful sectarian Wahha-
bite foundation on behalf of laudable promises 
by their significance yet doubtful from the per-
spective of the objective possibilities of achiev-
ing them arises. 

 

* 

Will the future monarch Mohammed Bin Sal-
man rule a kingdom many analysts are describ-
ing with the old phrase of ”giant with clay feet”? 

Truth is that the Saudi monarchy and state are 
currently confronted with problems that did not 
exist three years ago, part of them being at-
tributed either to the crown princes’s direct ini-
tiative or to his influence on the royal decisions 
which did nothing but aggravate some difficul-
ties or diminishing the perspective of overcom-
ing them. 

The measures forcefully imposed by MBS for 
consolidating his own power domestically and 
eliminating the potential competitors aspiring to 
the throne had as consequence with a long term 
resilience deepening the existing dissensions 
between the restricted circle of decision-making 
power and the cohorts of direct or colateral 
members of the ruling family frustrated by the 
marginalisation they are subject to and by the 
absolutist concentration of the power leverages 

and material benefits in the hands of the future 
king. It is meaningful to this sense that eight out 
of the eleven brothers of the king Salman Bin Ab-
dul Aziz are having trouble hidding their discon-
tent that by the manner he secured his succes-
sion to the throne and by the abusive appoint-
ment of his son to the rank of crown prince,  
monarch Salman perpetrated a unforgivable vio-
lation of the traditional rules of succession to the 
Saudi throne. Or, such a breach affects not only  
the ruling family but also the state’s fundamental 
institutions, led by the army and the security 
forces, unhappy with either the adventurous en-
gagement in the detrimental war in Yemen or 
with the numerous dismissals MBS ordered at 
the highest echelons of planning, decision and 
command.   

Externally, the Saudi involvement in most of 
the conflicted files of the region brought to the 
country an isolation status not only in the frame-
work of the Arab-Islamic world but also on the 
global chessboard whereby certain states of the 
European Union suspended military deliveries 
to Riyadh or condemned the country for war 
crimes and grave violations of human rights and 
freedoms especially in the war in Yemen. The 
same causes, plus those related to the embargo 
imposed on Qatar, are  at the origin of the more 
and more visible incongruity – either politically 
or in the field of economic coordination with the 
other Gulf monarchies and the rigid and authori-
tarian positions of the Saudi regime, many of 
them inspired or imposed by the ambitious fu-
ture king. On the other hand, the Saudi-led Is-
lamic military coalition in Yemen is affected by 
the increased reluctance of certain member 
states among which the Sudan and, more recent-
ly, Indonesia announced their  withdrawal from 
under the flag of the Saudi-Iranian war camou-
flaged under the guise of fighting terrorism and 
of ”bringing back the legality” to Yemen. Within 
the same Arab-Islamic community, the lack of 
firm reactions towards the future of the Palestin-
ian file and the monarchy’s more and more 
transparent coming closer and an abrupt and 
gratuitous normalisation of relations with the 
State of Israel are not welcome.  

An abrupt break with the clerical Wahhabi-
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Salafist circles would have no 
favourable results for the power 
projects of prince Mohammed 
Bin Salman. There were con-
flicts between the monarchy and 
the conservative clergy in Saudi 
Arabia’s modern history which 
were solved either by crack-
down or by the ephemeral 
”accomodation” of the clergy 
with the respective crisis situa-
tions and the latter coming back 
to the forefront of the domestic 
life, without the very essence of 
Wahhabism being significantly affected. Or, un-
der the current circumstances, the kingdom’s 
clergy has the capacity of influencing the collec-
tive mind of a strongly religious society that is 
discontent with MBS’s pro-Western ”heresies”  
and of the superficial reforms he wants to imple-
ment.  

On the other hand, the observers and the com-
mentators of the Saudi political developments 
are noticing the media campaign and the cam-
paign of the Saudi intellectual elites of backing 
Mohammed Bin Salman as a ”peace-maker” with 
Israel  in a context whereby in 2018 there are 40 
years since the historical visit the former Egyp-
tian president Anwar El-Sadat paid to Jerusalem 
where, in a pathetic speech delivered from the 
Israeli Knesset’s tribune, expressed Egypt’s  de-
sire of peace, a desire turned into reality by the 
conclusion, in 1978, of the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty – the first peace juridical act  along 
the lengthy and bloody Arab-Israeli conflict. In 

Riyadh, the printed and electronic media, the 
debates and the organised talk-shows present 
MBS as the new Middle East’s Sadat (even if at 
the time Egypt was banned from the Arab 
League for making peace with the enemy and 
Sadat fell under the bullets of the Islamist funda-
mentalists). Under the title ”Yes, for an Israeli 
embassy in Riyadh”, the electronic news outlet 
”Al-Khaleej” (The Gulf) wrote: ”The crown 
prince Mohammed Bin Salman will not waver 
for a moment to address the Knesset, in Jerusa-
lem, if he receives an invitation to that purpose 
from prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Bin 
Salman will not waver for a second to accept 
such an invitation and to announce setting up 
diplomtic relations with Israel. Today, Saudi 
Arabia and Israel are on the same side of the 
barricade fighting the Persian foe and... the 
Turkish Ottoman hegemony(!)” With the re-
mark, made by other analysts, that MBS is ready 
to accept all these and renounce to all conditions 
formulated by the ”Arab Intiative” launched by 

Saudi Arabia in 2002 whereby, among 
others, it was about establishing a Pal-
estinian state having its capital in... Je-
rusalem. 

 Until Nobel’s  peace laurels coveted by 
the trio MBS-Trump-Netanyahu, it is to 
be seen to what extent the immediate 
future confirms if MBS continues its 
road towards the top of power or if he 
proves himself to be a ”giant with clay 
feet”.  
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Petrisor PEIU, analyst 

 

More sustained than ever, the Bucharest 
mourners choir raised to the air the reflecti-
ons downloaded from the the sites coming 
off well and informed us of the imminent 
world’s collapse in the chaos of a global war 
trade trigerred by the unchecked president 
of the United States, Donald Trump. 

And what do we learn, appalled, from the army 
of good of nothing people well paid  who moved 
abruptly from day-to-day Bucharest sensationa-
lism to the vision of the global pessimism which 
encompassed the mankind since the White Hou-
se accomodates the owner of the most uncon-
ventional diplomatic language in America’s his-
tory? That the entire world will be destroyed, 
that all countries will lose, that Trump is irratio-
nal, that Trump offended the all too innocent 
Germans, that Trump surrenderd to merciless 
Vladimir Putin to whom he offered Crimea on a 
plate together with his ridiculing the FBI; and 
finally, during last month, Trump became for the 
Romanians, too, thanks to TV stations, to 
analysts and to doctors in security, the su-
preme danger, the devil who divides the 
mankind united around the globalist values. 

I have no doubt that the glorious indigenous 
globalists, probably intensively fed with  Tur-
kish tomatoes imported from Italy and with ras-
pberries grown in Portugal and imported from 
the Netherlands neglected the outdated side-
business of reading or the more antiquuated 
practice of resorting to figures and took over, 
desiring not to bother the convenient axioms of 
modernism, all the very exaggerated  phrases 
listed by anti-Trump propaganda spread by the 
army of the universal bureaucrats. 

 
The world still lives with the blind belief that 
all the world’s states have to have asymetric 
commercial rules with the all too powerful 
America. Namely, we all, Europeans, Chinese, 
Russians, Japanese have to be allowed to levy 
high tarrifs on the American goods yet the 
Americans have to be obliged to buy whate-
ver we have in excess; we all have the holy 
obligation to subsidize cheese, wine or wheat 
while the Americans are stricly forbidden to 
do so. 

Moreover, we all can impose whatever restric-
tions we want on our own markets, to subsidize 
gas or electricity for our own industries, but the 
Americans have no moral right to do that on be-
half of world’s uprightness. Moreover, the Ame-
ricans are obliged to back the security of an Eu-
ropean Union which bureaucracy’s favorite 
sport is to demonize Washington and fight aga-
ints its interests; the same Americans have to 
defend the Europeans against the Russians and 
have no right to shake hands with the detestable 
tennant of the Kremlin while the Europeans are 
allowed to build pipelines for bringing gas from 
the Russians. Finally, the Americans are con-
demned by the cruel world public opinion, 
embodyed by Federica Mogherini, to witness 
in an inert way how the Chineses  are oc-
cupying the market, banks and the country 
with counterfeited or subsidized goods. 

Well, the same ”impartial” public opinion devo-
ted to global development, outwitted Clinton’s 
Americans for accepting (in 2000, with effect 
from 2001) China’s accession to the World Tra-
de Organization(WTO), although the Chinese 
were nowere near observing the international 
rules. From then on until now, although it beca-
me the second world power and its first eco-
nomy in comparable figures (PPP), China re-
mained a poor developing country and its 

Economic Horizon 



 

66 

www.ingepo.ro                                                                                          Geostrategic Pulse, No 265, Monday 20 August 2018 

small slippages from free trade rules should 
be forgiven. Here we have, for instance, the 
way the Chinese-American bilateral commercial 
exchanges evolved since 2001 and why is 
Trump worried: 

Truth is that Beijing’s official policy has still (17 
years since joining WTO) as priorities to harass 
those who want to sell to China goods manufac-
tured outside China and preventing foreign in-
vestment that do not associate Chinese partners 
(especially state enterpises). Moreover, Chinese 
government’s major official objective is called 
"Made in China 2025" which aims at replacing 
the imported goods with Chinese products! 
 
In spite of the stupid belief that the Western 

companies invest 
there because sa-
laries are lower 
or for being 
”closer to the 
market”, the 
harsh truth is 
that one cannot 
sell quite anyt-
hing to China if 
you have not a 
partnership 
(joint-venture) 
with a local com-
pany and do not 
accept to give in 
technology to the 
local partner: for 
instance, no Euro-
pean, Canadian or 
Japanese company 
could sell high-
speed trains to 
China short of a 
partnership with 
the Chinese ra-
ilroads public com-
pany but for sig-
ning such a par-
tnership one 
should accept a 
”technology tran-

sfer” for manufacturing most part of the train in 
Chinese factories! 

Similarly, auto companies intending to sell or 
manufacture electric vehicles in China can do 
that only if they are equiped with batteries ma-
nufactured  by a local factory and the only local 
companies supplying batteries benefiting from 
government subsidies (they offer therefore go-
ods with a lower price) are those with Chinese 
ownership! 

China proceeds successfully with subsidi-
zing its goods either by preferential bank 
loans or by huge government invesment 
amounts which, allegedly, determine the in-
vestments in accordance with ”profitability 
rules”. For instance, local authorities 

http://s1.ziareromania.ro/?mmid=e543055d9d8a82d756
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(provincial governments) have set up no less 
than 30 distinct investment funds which invest 
more than US$100 billions in semiconductors 
industry and induced a growth of global produc-
tion of 25% in a few years; after two years of flo-
oding the market with cheap products, the com-
petitors of the Chinese companies will go 
bankrupt allowing the Chinese companies to do-
minate the market. Beijing tried to do the same 
thing on the world market of solar panels in 
2010-2011 but lost and companies such as Sun-
tech or Chaori generated gigantic losses that 
were immediately covered by the Chinese ban-
king system. 
Here we have to say that, contrary to Western 
banks, the Chinese ones are benefiting from a 
population’s savings rate several times higher 
due to an excessive frugality of the Chinese con-
sumer: if an American was eating on avearage a 
250 grams steak a 
day, the Chinese 
was eating the sa-
me quantity during 
a fortnight... 
 
The state energy 
companies in China 
are responsible for 
more than 90% of 
the acquisitions in 
the field yet they 
buy only locally 
manufactured pro-
ducts, in factories 
having local par-
tners while the plan 
"Made in China 
2025" foresees, for 
instance, in-
creasing the acquisition of local products by 
70% until 2025. 

All the abovementioned examples indicate the 
vicious manner in which China built the huge 
commercial excedent with the United States and 
explained the reprisals decided by POTUS 
(President Of The United States). 

Another front opened by Trump in the global 
commercial conflict is the one with the European 

Union. America’s fourth biggest commercial defi-
cit is in Germany’s favor (US$65 billions) 
when the Americans buy yearly more than 1.3 
million German cars. Well, the custom tariff for 
the Europeans cars sold to the USA is of only 
2.5% while any American car sold to the EU 
bears a custom tariff of 10%. 

Is Trump looking foul or irrational any longer 
now? Besides, the current levels of asymeyrical 
custom tariffs were agreed during the Uruguay 
Round of the GATT time (the forerunner of 
WTO) when the European Union had 12 mem-
bers and not 28 as it is the case now, plus and 
explosive car industry in the new member sta-
tes. 

For better understanding the discrepancy Do-
nald Trump speaks about, here there is the we-
ighted average of the custom tariffs imposed by 

the main Western commercial players: 

In other words, the USA has an average of the 
custom tariff of 1.7%, the EU of 2.0%, Japan of 
2.5%,  while China remains much outside the 
graph scale with more than 10%! 

In its 2017 report, the Office of US Trade Repre-
sentative raises the awareness on a multitude of 
concrete cases ”sabotaging” the solidity of the 
amplest commercial space in history: the com-
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(source: data.worldbank.org/indicator/ )  

http://s1.ziareromania.ro/?mmid=cefbf55d9d8b0dd56a
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mercial exchanges between the USA and the EU 
(an European excedent of US$151 billions in tra-
de in  goods and an American excedent of US$31 
billions in  trade in services): from imposing, to 
the detriment of international standards, of the 
EU harmonized standards bombastically bapti-
zed "New Legislative Framework"  in Brussels, in 
2008, up to imposing the French standards in 
the civilian nuclear field to the detriment of the 
American ones internationally accepted; the Eu-
ropeans, under the guise of fighting for renewa-
ble energy, are undermining the American ex-
port of wood pellets, for instance and are forbi-
ding inscribing certain American products with 
"whiskey", to say nothing of preventing the access 
on the European market of American medicines, 
many of them cheaper and more efficient than 
the local ones. The Europeans are imposing all 
kind of non-tariff barrieres under the fun-
niest of pretenses such as forbidding mentio-
ning on the labels of the American wines of 
some ”traditional terms” such as "tawny", 
"ruby" or "chateau", but also tariff barriers, na-
mely high custom tariffs for cetrain goods such 
as 26% for fish and seafood, 22% for trucks, 
14% for audio-video equipment etc. The 
American lawyers and auditors are not enti-
tled to practice in the EU and in some co-
untries a non-EU nationality is forbidden 
even for the pharmacists (Austria, France, 
Hungary) and all these are another set of 
restrictions. 

Going through all these data and examples, 
it is obvious that Donald Trump did nothing 
but took over and exploit the increasing dis-
content of the farmers, steel workers or of 
those in the American auto industry irritated 

by a discriminating treatment that brought to 
America an enormous deficit especially in its 
relations with those who defy America. How 
to explain to the Americans that they have 
to pay hundreds of billions of dollars for 
the safety of some who swear the American 
values in the morning, at noon and in the 
evening and who forbide the USA using the 
word   "whiskey" on tha labels? 

How to explain to the tax payers they have 
to pay for the security of the 10 million 

jobs of the European auto industry and the 
Europeans request you a four times bigger 
custom tariff in exchange? How to explain 
the Americans they are not allowed to sell 
liquefied gas to the Europeans in order to 
protect Gazprom’s market in Germany? 

Well, this is in essence what Trump is bla-
med for in Bucharest or in the rest of Europe: 
that he is not stupid enough to be mocked of 
by some defended by the American Army, 
some who prosper as a result of the access 
on the American market yet shut the door to 
the American exporters! Well, how unbalan-
ced can you be to believe that one as Donald 
Trump , who became billionaire and president 
of America accept this reality?  
 
Petrișor Gabriel Peiu is PhD of Bucharest Poli-
tehnica University (1996), former advisor of 
prime minister Radu Vasile (1998-1999) and 
of prime minister Adrian Năstase (2001-
2002), state undersecretary for economic po-
licies (2002-2003) and vice-president of the 
Agency for Foreign Investments (2003-2004). 
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Abstract 

In the article, the authors express the views on 
the outline of a single intelligence space of the 
state. 
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Presenting the main material. The main 
component of the information support for the 
military security of the state is intelligence (the 
intelligence community — if there are several 
intelligence agencies). On the quality of the func-
tioning of the intelligence community, depend 
the quality and validity of the management deci-
sions that are made, and, accordingly, the work 
and viability of the entire state mechanism and, 
often, the existence of the state as such. On the 
way in which the intelligence is managed (led), 
depends the effectiveness of its activities, espe-
cially dur-
ing cri-
sis periods. 
If there are 
internal 
contradic-
tions in in-
telligence 
manage-
ment, they 
create addi-
tional 
threats to 

the national security of a country due to the inef-
fective use of intelligence agencies, and hence — 
improper informing public officials. The afore-
said causes the need to develop appropriate 
views on the composition and structure of the 
intelligence community of the state, which deter-
mines the relevance of this article. 

Usually, considering the intelligence agencies of 
a state, the intelligence community is meant. 
However, the “intelligence community” is a ge-
neric term for the bodies that collect information 
and conduct intelligence activities in the inter-
ests of the state. 

At this, the way in which this “community” is 
being managed, as well as its possible intercon-
nections with consumers of intelligence infor-
mation are not taken into consideration. That is, 
it is impossible to consider the “intelligence 
community” as a system with its own functions 
and tasks. Accordingly, it is difficult to assess the 
effectiveness of its work and to determine the 
requirements for it. 

An analysis of the legislative framework of 
Ukraine on information support and intelligence 
activities shows that in Ukraine the intelligence 
community is represented by three branches 
(Picture 1). 
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Picture 1 — The intelligence community of Ukraine 
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Intelligence communities in other states have 
similar structures. 

As a rule, the general leadership of the intelli-
gence agencies of any country rests with the 
President, and the direct leadership of the intel-
ligence agencies rests with their chiefs. At the 
same time, the President (or a specially created 
body) also may be responsible for coordination 
of the activities of intelligence agencies. 

It should be noted that the procedure for 
providing information from intelligence agencies 
to consumers has not been actually specified 
de jure. Usually, information consumers are de-
termined by the decision of the state leadership, 
while even the subject of the national security 
system may be deprived of access to intelligence 
information. 

Thus, most of the subjects of national security 
are isolated from the information necessary for 
the implementation of relevant functions in this 
sphere. All the information from intelligence 
agencies can only be passed on to consumers 
through a particular person. The mechanism for 
making a request for obtaining intelligence in-
formation by the subjects of national security is 
not provided at all. 

That is, the intelligence community exists in the 
state, but there is no system for providing intelli-
gence information to interested state authori-
ties. In such a situation, even if there is relevant 
information, there is a high probability that it 
will not reach its consumer. 

The concept of a single intelligence space (SIS) 
involves an organic combination to the single 
system of intelligence agencies and subjects of 
national security. 

Conceptually a single intelligence space should 
include (Picture 2): 

 subjects of national security of the state; 

 intelligence agencies; 

 coordinating body for intelligence; 

 databanks and databases; 

 information and telecommunication sys-
tems; 

 intelligence (information resources). 

Intelligence agencies within the SIS are the basis 
upon which a single intelligence space is based. 

The Coordinating Body for Intelligence must nec-
essarily include chiefs of intelligence agencies or 
their representatives. Creation of such a body 
would allow, in addition to the actual coordina-
tion of efforts, to exchange opinions, thoughts, to 
develop vision for resolving this or that problem, 
to find points of intersection of the interests of 
intelligence agencies and other members of 
the SIS, and so on. In such a body, if necessary, it 
is possible to work out joint actions, to develop 
joint operations plans, to combine efforts — se-
cret intelligence, operational, anti-terrorist, etc. 

Databanks and databases with appropriate tech-
nologies for their maintenance and use, and in-
formation and telecommunication systems create 
the information infrastructure of a single intelli-
gence space. This infrastructure provides for the 
circulation, accumulation, access and exchange 
of intelligence. Besides, it has the function of 
monitoring the preservation and sharing this 
information. For this end, it should operate on 
the basis of keeping state secrets and targeted 
information reception, which provides infor-
mation interaction of interested organizations, 
as well as meeting their needs for intelligence, 
along with preventing its uncontrolled circula-
tion. Databanks would have certain restrictions 
on access levels and strict gradation of infor-
mation by directions. 

The proposed outline of the SIS involves three 
types of leadership in the intelligence communi-
ty: 

 political leadership and setting of tasks by 
the President through the coordination body for 
intelligence. The tasks are then brought to the 
intelligence agencies of Ukraine through the rel-
evant government leaders; 

 control and coordination (managing the 
support of functioning). The control is exercised 
by the President through the coordinating body, 
coordination is usually the prerogative of the 
coordinating body for intelligence itself, which, 
in addition to the heads of intelligence agencies, 
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should include, as noted above, also the leaders 
of the government; 

 managing the support of functioning of the 
intelligence community is proposed to be car-
ried out according to the following pattern: 
President — Government — heads of intelli-
gence agencies — intelligence agencies. 

The proposed approach to building a single in-
telligence space, in our opinion, will allow: 

 to organize the work of the intelligence 
community of the state; 

 to increase the efficiency of the work of the 
intelligence agencies by coordinating efforts, ex-
changing information and experience, and hav-

Picture 2 — Conceptual structure of a single intelligence space of the state 
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ing feedback; 

 to increase the validity of making manage-
ment decisions through access to a certain 
amount of intelligence information; 

 to increase the interest of consumers in the 
quality work of the intelligence agencies and, 
accordingly, in promoting their work, which will 
positively influence the support of the intelli-
gence community; 

 to streamline the procedure for the interac-
tion of intelligence agencies among themselves, 
with state authorities, organizations and 
law enforcement agencies. 

Conclusion. Thus, the proposed approach to 
building a single intelligence space will allow us 
to determine the basics of transition from the 
intelligence community to a single intelligence 
space, which will create the basis for increasing 
the efficiency of the work of intelligence agen-
cies and the feasibility of management decisions 
in the sphere of national and military security. 

 

 

 

Interview with Dr. Matthew Crosston 

Faculty Member, Doctoral Programs, School 
of Security and Global Studies, American Mili-

tary University 

In 10 years’ time, the “9/11 syndrome” will be 
over, according to Dr. Matthew Crosston. In this 
exclusive vlog, American Military University’s 
Dr. Crosston discusses terrorism in its current 
state and what the future of counterterrorism 
efforts will look like in the next decade. 

Video Transcript: 

Al-Qaeda did not intend for the Twin Towers to 
fall. The terror group just wanted to hit them; 
that would have been success. The fact that they 
actually achieved a much greater success than 
they ever anticipated created peer pressure on 
themselves. Anything they did next had to be of 
equal value or of equal impact as the Twin Tow-
ers collapse. 

That made it difficult for al-Qaeda to do any-
thing smaller. The unfortunate thing about the 
inter-terrorist rivalry that exists between al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State is that the Islamic 
State has made a very important divergence 
from al-Qaeda strategy. The Islamic State does 
not suffer from al-Qaeda’s 9/11 syndrome. “We 
didn’t do 9/11,” they say. “So anything we do if it 
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works to our cause and has a benefit to us is 
okay.” 

As a result, counterterrorism efforts will be 
dealing with the inter-terrorist rivalry that ex-
ists between al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. In 
Europe and, unfortunately, in parts of the United 
States, vehicles are now being used to kill peo-
ple. Individual shooters go into nightclubs or get 
on buses with bombs in their backpacks. These 
are things that al-Qaeda did not do throughout 
the 2000s. But the Islamic State’s biggest suc-
cesses have come from “old school terrorism,” 
which is at the top of its agenda. 

 

Countering Lone Wolf Terrorism in the 
2020s Is Going to Get More Difficult 

Countering lone wolf terrorism in the 2020s is 
going to get more difficult. We are going to have 
to deal with stopping these small-scale events, 
which may be less bloody and kill fewer people, 
but that are much harder to detect and therefore 
much harder to deter. 

Space is going to become a new battleground 
for the U.S. and its Western allies. There’s a pre-
sumption that the next 
“space race” will involve 
drones. In that respect, 
the West has a clear tech-
nological advantage that 
will exist far into the fu-
ture. Our main competi-
tion will come from Chi-
na, Russia and even India, 
which we often think of 
as an ally. 

 

Countries Are Going to Compete for the 
Many Beneficial Military Applications 

Countries are going to compete for the many 
military applications that will benefit science, 
diplomacy, and political and economic develop-
ment. As an emerging threat, the space race mat-
ters greatly because the United States and its 
Western allies are not going to be able to keep 
their advantage the way they will do with 
drones. 

We’re going to see four or five competitors that 
are actually coequal when it comes to their tech-
nological abilities and capabilities. We won’t be 
able to just offset them or neutralize them auto-
matically. That leaves a lot of interesting new 
work for us to do in the future. In North Korea’s 
case, it has the capability to acquire build, devel-
op and ultimately launch nuclear weapons. 

We don’t know if the Islamic State is ever going 
to be destroyed in the sense that it will be dead 
to us geopolitically, that it will weaken enough 
to make it irrelevant as a global entity. The Is-
lamic State will probably continue to exist at the 
regional level. 

The Islamic State is going to stay at least im-
pactful across the greater Middle East, especially 
in Syria and Iraq. These kinds of terrorist groups 
don’t just disappear overnight. It may seem to us 
in America as if they’ve been around for a long 
time, but compared to other groups, they have-
n’t been here that long. The Islamic State will 
probably exist for another generation at least 
and we will be continuously working to defeat it. 

In terms of what the future is going to bring, 
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especially in global security and strategic intelli-
gence, we’re going to see the United States move 
away from formal engagement in wars around 
the world. We’re going to see increased informal 
engagements at a localized or regional level and 
sometimes probably out of the public eye. We’ll 
find out about diplomats or military units being 
killed in skirmishes that we were not aware of 
our involvement in or what our aims were. 

We have spent 15 years openly, explicitly in-
volved in wars. We’ve had an entire industry of 
academics grow up complaining about that in-
volvement. As the United States moves into the 
future, we need consider what would be even 
worse — to formally engage in wars that we 
think are ambiguous and not succeed in what 
we’re trying to accomplish? 

Instead of a war that leads to peace, will we en-
gage in more intelligence-oriented operations on 
a smaller scale to influence skirmishes in five, 
six, or seven spots on the globe with a lot of criti-
cal geopolitical and transnational implications 
for them? 

 

About the Speaker 

Matthew Crosston, Ph.D., serves as senior faculty 
for the doctoral programs in Strategic Intelli-
gence and Global Security (DSI/DGS) for the 
School of Security and Global Studies at American 
Military University. He holds a doctoral degree in 
international relations and national security stud-
ies from Brown University. Other academic cre-
dentials include a post-doctoral fellowship in in-
ternational relations and global security from the 
University of Toronto; a master’s degree in post-
Soviet affairs, democratization and development 
from the University of London; and a bachelor’s 
degree in Russian, Central European, East Europe-
an and Eurasian Studies from Colgate University. 

Matthew is currently the Vice Chairman and Sen-
ior Editor for Modern Diplomacy. He is an author 
and international speaker on peace mediation, 
human rights conflicts, resource dilemmas, intelli-
gence, change leadership, and education. 
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The Geostrategic Pulse has published several 
articles on unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) 
and in most cases we referred to the armed for-
ces using them in strictly military operations. 
However, drones have become a perfect weapon 
for the secret services as well, as they are used 
especially in top secret remote killing operati-
ons, which makes the anonimous authors less 
morally responsible. Also, these weapons are 
highly effective and their negative political im-
pact is minimal in the fight against terrorism.  

More and more dangerous, alongside the deve-
lopment of various weapons with larger ranges 
and enhanced transportation capabilities, the 
drones have turned from tactical and operatio-
nal missions to strategic operations. 

The states interested, mainly the military po-
wers, have have been looking for solutions to 
fight drones, and so they have been developping 
new technologies in the field of radars. 

For a while, until the year 1991, Russia has gi-
ven less importance to developping radars 
(Desert Storm campaign made them take Stealth 
technology very seriously), mainly mobile ra-
dars. Their territorial systems ensured the radar 
coverage they needed for research, and they 
were strictly defensive. The West in its turn, has 
not developped ground radars for the last 50 
years, and the focus has been placed on AWACS 

radars used in offensive operations. 

The Russian company NNIIRT has introduced 
an export version of its 1L121-E mobile 3-D air-
defence radar at the Aero-India 2013 airshow in 
India. The 1L121-E solid-state active phased ar-
ray radar that operates in the UHF band is de-
signed to detect small air targets such as low-
flying mini unmanned aerial vehicles (mini 
UAVs) and precision-guided munitions (PGMs). 
The radar is mounted on vehicular platforms 
and is operated by a crew of three. 

The 1L121-E provides full hemispheric cover-
age and is designed to operate on the move or 
on the halt. Moving from stationary to mobile 
operation requires about two minutes. The ar-
ray comprises 36 transmit/receive modules ar-
ranged in a phased array controlled matrix cov-
ering 60 degrees in elevation, reaching up to 90 
km range with minimum distance of five kilome-
ters. At this operating mode the radar can simul-
taneously track 64 targets. For full-hemispheric 
coverage 90 degree elevation is employed, re-
ducing detection range to 20 km. The minimum 
range is set at only two kilometers, simultane-
ously tracking only 32 targets. When covering 
full-hemispheric scan the radar mechanically 
rotates at rates of 50 to 800 m/s 

The radar detects and classifies up to four dif-
ferent target types, positioning each target with 
an accuracy of 100 meters, with 1 degree accu-
racy in elevation and azimuth. It will differenti-
ate between two targets spaced 300m apart. In 
addition to the detection of targets the radar al-
so performs electronic profiling of the target, 
assessing signals emitted by aircraft, drones or 
PGMs. This input can assist in threat assess-
ment, jammer location and identification of non-
cooperating targets (IFF). 

This radar was first shown during the Moscow 
Air Show (MAKS) exhibition in 2011. It was de-
veloped by NNIIRT, the organization responsible 
for numerous Russian ground-based radar de-
velopments. At MAKS 2011 it was displayed on a 
tracked MT-LBu vehicle. 
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The Eitan is an Israeli-made 8x8 armoured ve-
hicle personnel carrier which was unveiled in 
August 2016 by the Israeli Ministry of Defense. 
The vehicle is designed to replace the old fleet of 
M113 tracked armoured personnel carrier in 
service with the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) 
since many years. The Eitan is being developed 
by the Ministry of Defense Tank Administration 
in cooperation with the IDF Ground Forces. The 
vehicle was developed following of the lessons 
learned during the Gaza war Operation Protec-
tive Edge in 2014. According the 
Israeli Ministry of Defense, the 
Eitan is one of the world's most 
advanced and protected wheeled 
combat vehicle. The vehicle will 
be ready for serial production in 
2018 with an annual production 
rate of several dozen systems. 

There are two variants: the APC, 
equipped with a remotely oper-
ated .50 Cal machine gun; and the 
IFV, equipped with a remotely 
operated turrets mounting 
30/40mm automatic cannon. 

The Eitan 8x8 armoured personnel carrier can 
be fitted with a wide range of weapon stations. 
The APC version is fitted with a remote weapon 
station armed with a 12.7mm heavy machine 
gun. The IFV (Infantry Fighting Vehicle) version 
can be fitted with remotely operated turrets 

armed with 30/40mm automatic cannon. This 
turret can be also armed with anti-tank guided 
missile launchers. 

The layout of the Eitan 8x8 ar-
moured personnel carrier is similar 
to standard modern wheeled ar-
moured vehicle with the driver and 
engine at the front, combat module 
in the middle and troops compart-
ment at the rear. The Eitan can car-
ried a total of 12 military personnel 
including commander, driver, gun-
ner and 9 infantrymen with a 
weight from 30,000 to 35,000 kg. 
The hull of the Eitan uses a combi-
nation of armour protection system 

including passive armour module at the front 
and sides. The floor of the vehicle offers high lev-
el of protection against blast effects of mines and 
IEDs. The infantry enter and leave the vehicle 
through a small hydraulically operated ramp at 
the rear of the hull. 

The Eitan 8x8 armoured personnel carrier is 
motorized with a 750 horsepower engine. It can 
run at a maximum road speed of 90 km/h. The 
vehicle uses an 8x8 driveline configuration. The 
tyres of the vehicle are fitted with runflat system 

designed to resist the effects of deflation when 
punctured, and to enable the vehicle to continue 
to be driven at reduced speeds (under 50 km/h), 
and for limited range (up to 16 km), depending 
on the type of tire  
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 CIA – The Secret War against Terrorism  

Author: Mark MAZZETTI 

Publisher: Corint Books, 2018 

 

Mark Mazzetti (b. 1974) is a correspondent for 
the New York Times. He graduated from Duke 
University with a degree in politics and public 
policy. He obtained a master's degree at Oxford, 
after which he began his journalistic career. He 
collaborated with The Economist, US News & 
World Report, Los Angeles Times, being a corre-
spondent at the Pentagon. The volume “CIA – 
The Secret War against Terrorism” has been 
translated into ten languages and became a New 
York Times bestseller. The author has been 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize. Together with Dex-
ter Filkins he has won the George Polk Award 
for the way in which he documented the Ameri-
cans’ secret war in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
In 2006, he was given the Gerald R. Ford 
Prize for his articles on national security.  

Referring to the CIA mode of action, espe-
cially after 11 September 2001, Mihai Razvan 
Ungureanu says in the preface of the book: 
“In fact, it is about the transformation of the 
CIA operative activity in the last decade, 
which gradually morphed into a combination 
of classic espionage and small short-term 
armed intervention with a decisive technical 
input, meant to surgically eliminate suspect 
targets or those proven to be terrorist. (...) It 
is becoming more and more present and in-
creasingly mentioned during the years of 
massive interventions in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, where, as the deployment of troops was 
consuming resources - urging Washington to 
seek a gradual reduction of armed presence 
in the theaters of operation – presents itself 
as the optimal, logistic and tactical option”.  

Besides the Preface, the book also includes: 
Note on the Edition; Main Characters; Pro-
logue – The War Beyond; sixteen chapters: 1 
– The Permission to Kill; 2 - A Marriage be-
tween Spies; 3 - Shadow Assassins; 4 - 
Rumsfeld's Spies; 9 – The Angry Bird; 6 - A 

True Pashtun; 7 - Convergence; 8 - A War Waged 
by the Intermediaries; 9  – The Base; 10 - Games 
without Borders; 55 – The Return of the Big 
Boss; 12 - The Cutting Edge of the Knife; 57 – The 
Battle for Africa; 14 - The Exposure; 15 - The Doc-
tor and the Sheikh; 56  – The Fire from Heaven; 
Epilogue - A Spy in the Quiet World; Acknowl-
edgements;  Note on the Sources; Bibliography 
and Index.  

The author has become, after many years of 
investigative journalism, a specialist in investi-
gating secret CIA prisons and says: ”I have been 
concerned for a long time with the subject of CIA 
prisons and over time, I have tried to shed light in 
this case. First of all, I wanted to find out the 
names of all the countries where such prisons ex-
isted. I have managed to map these locations at a 
rate of 75 percent and Bucharest is one of them”. 
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National Identity and Modernity  

Author: Andrei MARGA 

Publisher: Libris Editorial, Brașov, 2018 

 

Andrei Marga has specialized in contemporary 
philosophy in Germany and the USA. Being a 
professor of contemporary philosophy and gen-
eral logic, Andrei Marga was the longest-serving 
rector of Babes-Bolyai University (1993- 2004 
and 2008-2012), Minister of National Education 
in the Ciorbea, Vasile, Isarescu governments and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in Ponta 1 govern-
ment  as well as President of the Romanian Cul-
tural Institute. 

 The philosophical system of Professor Andrei 
Marga – which includes new theories of the 
meaning, rationality, methodology and argumen-
tation, monographs of thinkers and themes, the 
theory of modernity, the theory of the contem-
porary society, the theory of international rela-
tions, the philosophy of law, the current analyses 
and reforming programs – has recently been 
supplemented with the theme of the identities. 

The author states in the Introduction that the 
volume “projects the lights of modernity on the 
national identity”.  

This “projection” occurs “in four stages which 
correspond to the four parts of this volume”.   

In the first part - Designing National Identity – 
the author explains the concept of national iden-
tity, using the argument that “only within a theo-
ry of modernization can we speak about national 
identity without the fear of slipping in ideology”.  

The second part - National Identity Today - ex-
amines the Romanian national identity starting 
from the assumption that “national identity is 
not a feature with other features of the life of a 
nation, but something that exists and manifests in 
and through them. (...) Moreover, national identity 
is not assumed once and for all. National identity 
bears the traces of history and depends on it. It 
always asserts itself by what a nation is doing or 
is not doing in its practical life, in the framework 
of the other nations”.  

In the third part of the book entitled National 
Reconciliation, the author states that: “the nation-
al reconciliation has remained the condition of 
asserting the Romanian identity in convergence 
with modernity. (...) A discussion about national 
identity which sees the themes as being closed is 
from the very beginning conventional and late 
and it is not connected to democracy as a form of 
life”.  

  In Part Four - European Identity – the au-
thor analyzes national identity in its manifesta-
tion closely linked to the affirmation of other na-
tional identities, and “at least after 1513, when 
the Treaty of Rome was adopted, the European 
national identity was characterized by a more 
comprehensive identity framework. One of the im-
mediate needs of the European agenda is to corre-
late national identity with the European identity”.  

The last part of the book is the Conclusion - Ro-
manian Identity and paradoxes – the author says 
that: ”whether we want it or not, we are current-
ly facing some Romanian paradoxes that can be 
denied only by the ones who do not want to see 
reality”. 
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